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Royal Decrees appoint 
advisors to King 

RoyaJ 060166 was issued Sat- 
Prin « Talal Ben Mohammad 
■' King Abdullah’s advisor for national 

‘ ^ f ,n Edition to his current post as rap- 

poneur of the State Security Council. Another decree 
was issued appomtmg Abdullah Baha’eddin Touqan 
as King Abdullah s advisor for scientific affairs and 
deputy rapporteur of the State Security Council. 
According to the decrees, effective as of Feb. 2. both 
nrmce Talal and Touqan will enjoy the rank and salary 
or a minister A third decree was issued yesterday 
appointing Faisal Akef Fayz as chief of Royal Proto- 
eol at the Royal Court as of March 3 
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Four dead, 9 missing 
in Florida rescue operation 

MIAMI (AP) — The Coast Guard rescued three men 
near south Florida on Saturday after a boat carrying 
possibly up to 18 Haitians sank during an apparent 
smuggling attempt. The Coast Guard received a report 
at 2 a.m. from a freighter crew that heard screams 
from the water about 30-48 kilometres east of West 
Palm Beach. At least four people were dead, and the 
Coast Guard was searching for others. A Coast Guard 
cutter recovered two dead men, and crew members 
saw two other dead men sink beneath the water, 
according to a Coast Guard statement. 
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More than 200,000 
pilgrims now in 
S. Arabia for Haj 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
said on Saturday that more t han 
200.000 Muslims from all over 
the world had already arrived in 
the kingdom to perform the 
annual Haj pilgrimage. The 
official Saudi Press Agency 
tSPAj quoted the head of the 
passports department as saying 
that a total of 202.430 p ilgrim* 
arrived by air. 3,055 by sea and 
others by land. About two mil- 
lion Muslims perform the Haj 
pUgnmage. a pillar of the Islam- 
ic faith, every year. The pilgrim- 
mage falls this year later in 
March. 

Kidnapped 
children freed in 
Sierra Leone 

FREETOWN fR) — Rebels in 
Sierra Leone have released 
around 30 abducted children, as 
they promised to do during 
talks by radio with religious 
leaders during the week, a 
senior churchman said on Sat- 
urday. 'The rebels have just 
released the 30 children they 
promised to release as a sign of 
goodwill that they are sincere 
about holding talks with the 
Siena Leone government to 
end the wan” a Siena Leone 
Council of Churches official 
told Reuters. The government 
was encouraged by news of the 
release. 

India, Pakistan 
agree to free 
detainees 

NEW DELHI (R) — Arch- 
rivals India and Pakistan have 
agreed to release a batch of 
Chilian prisoners and fishermen 
from each other's custody with- 
in a month, the United News of 
India <UNI) said on Saturday. 
1_!N1 said India would release 
43 Pakistani prisoners and 26 
fishermen while Pakistan 
would free 18 Indian prisoners 
and 109 fishermen under an 
agreement readied between the 
two countries. Ir said the deci- 
sions were taken during two 
days of talks between officials 
of die home ministries of the 
two countries which ended in 
Islamabad on Saturday. 

Azerbaijan says 
former CIA agent 
advised on plot 

MOSCOW tAP) — The gov- 
ernment of Azerbaijan claimed 
Saturday that a former CIA 
agent was involved in a plot to 
assassinate ex-President Abul- 
faz Elchibey. Authorities last 
year accused former parliament 
speaker Rasul Guliyev of plot- 
ting the assassination, and the 
national security ministry now 
claims that he hired die termer 
aiient as an advisor, Russian 
and .Azerbaijani news agencies 
reported. The ministry identi- 
fied the American as Brian 
Branson, and said he was a 
•former department bead of the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA)." the Itar-Tass 
report said. In Washington. CIA 
spokesman Mark Mansfield 
said the agency had no com- 
ment on the reports. 

‘Mexican president 
orders probe of 
governor* 

MEXICO CITY' (AFP) — 
President Ernesto Zedillo has 
caiied for a probe of allegations 
Tabasco State Governor Rober- 
to .Madrazo may be linked to a 
Lix evasion scheme involving 
up to S20 million. La Jornada 
newspaper reported Saturday. 
Zedillo reportedly issued an 
order Jan. 14 to imestigale the 
charges against Madrazo. a 
potential presidential candidate 
for the ruling party. The Tabas- 
co government allegedly seized 
lax receipts generated by some 
63,000 stale workers and tile- 

aally used the funds to fuel 
Madrazo 's political aspirations. 

the paper reported. 


Bahrain in mourning over 
loss of Emir Isa Ben Khalifeh 


King to lead delegation to 
Bahrain to offer condolences 


AMMAN (Para) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on Sat- 
urday expressed his deep sor- 
row and that of file Jordanian 
people over the death of 
Bahrain Emir .Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifeh . 

A Royal Court announce- 
ment sard: “HLs Majesty King 
Abdullah Ben A] Hussein 
mourns with deep grief the 
passing of the erair of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman A1 
Khafifth.” 

K3ng Abdullah will lead a 
high-level delegation to 
Bahrain today to offer condo- 
lences to the Bahraini govern- 
ment 

King Abdullah expressed the 
grief of the Hashemite famil y 
and that of file Jordanian peo- 
ple and government to the A1 
Khalifeh family and the 
Bahraini government and peo- 
ple over the passing of one of 
die leaders of the Arab Nation 
who dedicated Ms life to senr- 
ing his country and nation. 

The late em|r was known for 


Ms efforts to end differences 
among Arab states and to unify 
the ranks of the Arab Nation. 

King Abdullah recalled with 
deep appreciation the hon- 
ourable stand of the late wnir 
towards Joidan and the Arab 
Wbrid at large. 

The Cabinet Saturday issued 
a communique tutoring a 
seven-day mourning period in 
Jordan during which fhgs will 
fly at half-mast. 

Prime Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh expressed deep 
grief ova the passing of Sheikh 
Khalifeh. In a statement to the 
press. Rawabdeh said the late 
emir had been a great friend of 
the late King Hussein and was 
one of the great leaders of the 
Arab Nation. He said the Jor- 
danian people share the sorrow 
of the ruling family of Bahrain 
and that of the Bahraini pecple 
ova their great loss. 

' The prime minister said Jor- 
dan's satellite channel wiB be 
linked with Bahrain's satellite 
channel 


MANAMA (R) — The 
emir of the Gulf Arab state 
of Bahrain. Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifeh. was 
buried in Manama on Satur- 
day in a low-key funeral 
hours after he died of a 
heart attack. 

His eldest son and heir 
apparent. Crown Prince 
Hamad, 49, was swom in as 
the new emir of the small, 
oil rich island, in a smooth 
transition of power. 

Thousands of people, 
including Sheikh Isa's fam- 
ily and government offi- 
cials, crowded Riffs^ ceme- 
tery and surrounding’ streets 
as the coffin, draped in a 
blue cloth, was taken from 
an ambulance into the 
cemetery. 

Women in black wailed in 
grief outside the cemetery 
during the brief burial cere- 
mony, which took place 
after the Muslim dusk 
prayer in accordance with 
Islamic tradition. 

Leaders and officials 
from fellow Gulf Arab 
states, where Sheikh Isa 
was mourned, were expect- 
ed to head to Bahrain on 
Sunday to offer their con- 
dolences. 

The official Gulf News 
Agency (GNA), in an 
announcement mourning 
the emir, said the 66-year- 
old Sheikh Isa died of "‘a 
sudden heart attack.” 

The emir, who led 
Bahrain to independence 
from Britain in 1971, 
presided over the island's 
prosperity and navigated it 
through local and regional 
tensions. 

A Bahraini official told 
Reuters Sheikh Isa died 
shortly after he met visiting 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen, who is on a Gulf 



File photo dated Oct. 30, 
1998 of Bahraini Emir 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Ai 
Khalifeh attending the 
opening ceremony of the 
14th Gulf Cup Champi- 
onship in Manama. The 
emir died of natural caus- 
es yesterday (AFP photo) 

and Middle East tour. 

A news conference by 
Cohen at B ahrain airport 
was cancelled as word of 
the emir’s death broke. 

A U.S. military official, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied, said the emir apparent- 
ly died after Cohen had left 
the palace eri route to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Bahrain declared a three- 
month mourning period and 
ordered government min- 
istries and institutions 
closed for five days. 

Sheikh Isa came to the 
throne in 1961 after having 
served as crown prince 
from 195S. 

Bahrain state radio said 
Sheikh Hamad informed 
the cabinet at an emergency 
meeting of his father’s 
death and told them he 


declared himself the new 
emir under the constitution. 

Sheikh Hamad, named 
crown prince in 1964, was 
swom in before the cabinet, 
the radio said. 

Sheikh Hamad was the 
driving force behind build- 
ing up Bahrain's armed 
forces in 1968 and still 
holds the title of comman- 
der-in-chief. 

Bahrain state television 
interrupted its normal pro- 
grammes to broadcast read- 
ings from the Holy Koran 
— a traditional ritual on the 
death of a high ranking offi- 
cial. 


In more than 37 years as 
ruler of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa 
presided over an economic • 
diversification programme 
that aimed the island state 
into a major Middle Eastern 
financial centre. 

Bahrain was the first Gulf 
state to find oil in commer- 
cial quantities, in the early 
1930s, but it never became 
a major oil exporter and 
what reserves it has are 
dwindling. 

Sheikh Isa and his gov- 
ernment decided the 
island's future prosperity 
could only be assured by 
transforming the economy. 





His Majesty King Abdullah receives the deputy higher commander of the UAE armed 
forces, Sheikh Sultan Ben Khalifeh Ben Zayed for a meeting on Saturday (Petra 
photo) 


King meets with UAE 
military official, IAEA chief 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah on 
Saturday received the 
deputy higher commander 
of the UAE armed forces. 
Sheikh Sultan Ben Khal- 
ifeh Ben Zayed, for talks 
on bilateral issues. 

During the meeting. 
Sheikh Sultan, who deliv- 
ered greetings from UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan Al Nahayan 
and Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Sheikh Khalifeh 
Ben Zayed Al Nahayan to 
King Abdullah, stressed his 
country’s desire to boost 
bilateral relations in all 
fields. 

King Abdullah expressed 
deep appreciation for the 
gesture and for Sheikh 
Zayed's encouragement of 
investment in Jordan's 
development projects and 
facilitation of joint invest- 


ment 

King Abdullah sent his 
greetings to Sheikh Zayed 
and Sheikh Khalifeh and 
wished further progress 
and prosperity to the peo- 
ple of the UAE. 

Earlier, Sheikh Sultan, 
accompanied by a delega- 
tion comprising Minister 
of Economy and Trade 
Sheikh Fahem Ben Sultan 
Qasemi, Central Bank 
Governor Sultan Nasser 
Sweidi and the vice presi- 
dent of Abu Dhabi's Cham- 
ber of Commerce and 
Industry, said he will hold 
talks with Jordanian offi- 
cials on the possibility of 
establishing a joint compa- 
ny. 

Minister of Trade and 
Industry Mohammad 
Asfour and Central Bank 
Governor Ziad Fariz 
attended the meeting. 


Also yesterday. King 
Abdullah met the director 
general of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, 
Mohammad Bardai. for 
talks on joint relations. 

During the meeting, the 
King stressed Jordan's pol- 
icy on the elimination of 
atomic and mass destruc- 
tion weapons from the 
region and praised the 
agency’s role in limiting 
such arms. 

Bardai expressed appre- 
ciation for the Kingdom's 
cooperation with the 
agency in scientific, health 
and agricultural fields. 

He briefed the King on 
the agency's mission and 
activities in Iraq. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Oah Khatib and Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Suleiman Abu 
Alim attended the meeting. 


Qadhafi, Mubarak discuss 
Lockerbie case in Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak 
discussed developments in the 
Lockerbie impasse Saturday in 
a tent pitched on the presiden- 
tial palace lawn. 

"Certainly, the Lockerbie 
affair imposed itself Egyptian 
Information Minister Safwat 
Sherif told reporters alter the 
45-minute closed-door meet- 
ing. “They reviewed the latest 
contacts and efforts.” 

“The two leaders also dis- 
cussed Arab causes, including 
the Iraq crisis and the Middle 
East peace process, and bilater- 
al issues.” Sherif said. 

Qadhafi would hold a news 
conference at the end of Ms 
talks with Mubarak Monday, 
he said. The Libyan leader is 
due to leave Egypt Friday. 

Presidential sources said the 
two leaders were due to con- 
tinue talks at 6 p.m. (1600 
GMT) at IttihaMya Palace. 

The UJN. Security Council 
imposed sanctions at Libya in 
1992 for failing to band over 


two Libyans accused of planti- 
ng a bomb on a ftin Am airlin- 
er that exploded ova Locker- 
bie, Scotland, in December 
198$. killing 270 people. 

Qadhafi said Tbesday that “a 
final agreement is expected" 
on a U.S.-British plan under 
which fiie suspects would be 
tried under Scottish law in the 
Netherlands. 

Qadhafi, who is using a 
crutch since he broke his Mp 
last year, stayed the night at an 
undisclosed location in the 
desert after coming across die 
border in a cavalcade of some 
200 vehicles Friday. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Arar Musa said in Malta Fri- 
day he expected a solution 
“within the next few weeks” to 
the lengthy conflict pitting 
Libya against Britain and the 
United States. 

‘There are great prospects 
for optimism in this question,” 
Musa said at file end of a two- 
day European-Mediteoanean 
foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Valletta *1116118 are positive. 


signs from both sides.” 

Musa said Libya received a 
clarifying letter from U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
on arrangements for the han- 
dover of the suspects — Al 
Amin Khalifa FoMma and 
Abdul Basset Al Megrabi. 

‘Things are moving and we 
hope the matter will be 
finalised in the near future," 
Musa said. “Egypt wants a 
solution to this issue and the 
lifting of sanctions on Libya." 

Sanctions, including a ban 
on flights to and from Libya, 
would be suspended when the 
men are flown to the Nether- 
lands. 

Qadhafi asked the Libyan 
people to trust South African 
President Nelson Mandela and 
Saudi Arabian officials who 
“asked us to accept" provisions 
for the handover of the two 
Libyans, 

The Linked States and 
Britain gave Tripoli an infor- 
mal 30-day deadline on Feb. 
26 lo surrender the pain 



Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak escorts Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi past a honour guard at 
Knbba Palace in Cairo on Saturday (AP photo) 


U.S. planes attack Iraqi sites; several reported injured 


EMCIRLIK (R) — US. F-15E planes 
dropped laser-guided bombs on five 
Iraqi anti-aircraft sites Saturday after 
artillery systems fired at them in the 
northern no-fly zone, a US. mCiiaiy offi- 
cial said. 

“US. 'Suite Eagles' released GBU-12 

laser-guided bombs on five Iraqi artilleiy 
sites south of Saddam Lake," a 
spokesman a t the Iocidik airbase in 
southern Turkey told Reuters. 

In Baghdad, an Iraqi military 
spokesman said Weston warplanes had 
attacked targets in both the south and 
north of the country and had wounded 
several citizens. 

He said the country’s air defenses 


forced the attacking aircraft to flee. 

In Washington, a U.S. military 
spokesman said US. planes struck three 
sites in Iraq’s southern no-fly zone after 
coalition aircraft were threatened by 
Iraqi missiles. 

The bombing came days after 
Tukey's President Suleyman’ Demirel 
criticised U.S. strike damage to an Iraqi 
pipeline carrying crude oil to the Turkish 
portofCeyhan. 

Although NAIO-meraber Turkey 
hosts die US. planes that patrol and reg- 
ulariy bomb neighbouring northern Iraq, 
it has expressed uneasiness ova long- 
term U.S. goals in the region. 

The US. military spokesman said 


strikes began after planes patrolling 
Iraq's northern no-fly zone observed 
Iraqi anti-aircraft positions firing at than. 

A Reuters correspondent travelling in a 
refuelling aircraft from the airbase said 
plumes of smoke were visible above 
siow-capped mountains inside Iraq’s 
borria after the strikes. 

“What it seems has been happening in 
the las few days is Iraqis have been 
changing their positions," a US. air force 
commander at Inciriik airbase told 
Reuters. 

Both Britain and the United States ear- 
lier this week expanded the list of targets 
their plots are authorised to strike, but 
insisted there was no change in policy. 


‘We have simply widened the defini- 
tion of what a threat system is from a 
specific system to integrated system and 
all (he things attached to that site," 
Colonel BUI Gormley told Reutos in 
Inciriik. 

Officials said the Pentagon would later 
release a full assessment of damage 
inflicted on Iraqi taigets. 

Gormtey also downplayed the possi- 
bility that Iraqi artillery could damage 
coalition aircraft on patrols. 

‘The systems they are using and the 
way they are forced to use them because 
of oa tactics means tbw have a very low 
probability of hitting any of our aircraft," 
he said. 


New Cabinet holds first meeting 

‘Water, economy 
issues top agenda 
of government’ 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Saturday placed 
the problems of water, 
investment, unemploy- 
ment and poverty at the 
top of its priorities and 
formed 10 different com- 
mittees to tackle various 
issues, including the 
preparation of the-govern- 
ment's policy statement to 
Parliament 

“We have great responsi- 
bilities to translate the 
King’s letter of designa- 
tion into deeds and facts, 
for the people to feel,” 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh told the* 
press after the first meet- 
ing of the new Cabinet. 

“We have to go to the 
field in order to determine 
exactly the actual needs of 
the people.” the prime 
minister said. 

Rawabdeh said water 
topped the priorities of his 
government and said he 
hoped that “within the 
coming two weeks we will 
overcome the water cri- 
sis.” 

He said his government 
will also immediately 
address administrative 
procedures in order to ease 
bureaucracy. Rawabdeh 
also said his administra- 
tion will facilitate domes- 
tic and foreign investment 

“Investors should only 
apply to one department 
and an official response 
should not take more than 


three weeks," he said. 

Reaffirming that his gov- 
ernment will go to Parlia- 
ment during its current 
session for a vote of confi- 
dence. Rawabdeh said: 
“That is a constitutional 
obligation and the govern- 
ment has no choice.” 

Parliament's current 
ordinary session ends at 
the end of this month. 

Marwan Hraoud, the first 
deputy prime minister, 
heads the ministerial com- 
mittee that will prepare the 
government’s statement to 
the House. 

The government also 
formed die following com- 
mittees: a higher commit- 
tee to follow up on Gulf 
War compensation claims, 
headed by the prime min- 
ister; a higher committee 
for water, headed by 
Rawabdeh: A committee 
for administrative affairs, 
led by Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Marwan Hmoud; 
committees for develop- 
ment affairs, privatisation, 
developing the northern 
coast of Aqaba, and moni- 
toring the privatisation 
process of Royal Jordan- 
ian, all of which are led by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Planning 
Rima Khalaf; a ministerial 
committee for the Pan- 
Arab Games led by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Ayman Majali; and a legal 
committee led by Minister 
of Justice Harazeh Had- 
dad. 
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New emir of Bahrain, an 
experienced army commander 



Palestinian lawmaker Han an Ashrawi is pushed back by Israeli police and army during a scuffle in the West Bank 
town of A1 Ram on Saturday (Reuters photo) 

Palestinian women scuffle 
with Israeli police in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
A Palestinian woman was arrested 
here Saturday in scuffles with Israeli 
police at a road block during a 
demonstration to mark International 
Women's Day. which falls Monday, 
witnesses said. 


The police broke up the protest by 
about 150 women, who included for- 
mer Palestinian negotiator Hanan 
Ashrawi. The demonstrators held a 
banner addressed to the Israeli 
authorities reading: “Free our hus- 
bands and our sons.” Israel is current- 


ly bolding about 3.000 Palestinian 
prisoners in its jails. 

'This demonstration is also aimed 
at showing that Jerusalem is the cap- 
ital of the independent Palestinian 
state,” one of the participants. Faiza 
Abu A1 Heija, said. 


Iraqi paper slams Gulf states on Cohen tour 


BAGHDAD (R) — An offi- 
cial Iraqi newspaper criti- 
cised Arab Gulf states Satur- 
day over Defence Secretary 
William Cohen's tour to 
drum up regional support for 
air attacks in no-fly zones 
over Iraq. 

“The Jewish and Zionist 
American Defence Secretary 
Cohen announces that he is 
expanding aggression 


against an Arab and Muslim 
country. Iraq, while be is 
freely roaming the land of 
Arabs and Muslims,” the 
official newspaper A1 Qadis- 
siyasaid. ' • . • 

“He is being received with 
opfen arms by the rulers -of 
Saudi Arabia and others to 
discuss with them America’s 
hostile strategy against Iraq." 

The Iraqi News Agency 


INA quoted President Sad- 
dam Hussein as accusing the 
United States and Britain of 
committing an “aggression 
against Iraq since December 
1998'" as the two countries* 
planes attack air defences in 
north and south of the coun- 
try. 

Washington and London 
launched four-day extensive 
air raids against Iraq in 


December. Since then Bagh- 
dad has been defying two 
Western-imposed no-fly 
zones to protect Iraqi Kurds 
in the north and Shiites in the 
south from possible 1 ■anaL'ks 1 ^ 
from Baghdad. ■ - • ' 

INA said - Saddam’s 1 1 
meets came in a letter he sent 
to a gathering being held in 
India to oppose U.N. sanc- 
tions against Ba gh dad. 


UNDP to help promote 
human rights in Iran 


TEHRAN (R) — The 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme 

(UNDP) is to sponsor 
academic activities in 
Iran to help raise aware- 
ness on human rights, the 
official Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported. 

Michael Von Der Shu- 
lenburg. head of the U.N. 
office in Tehran, and 
Mohammad Reza 

Takhshid, the dean of the 
Faculty of Law and Polit- 
ical Science at Tehran 
University, signed 

accords on this on Satur- 
day, the agency said. 

The projects, which 
include introduction of 
specialised graduate 
cdurses on human rights, 
“seek to promote human 
rights in Iran by interna- 
tional as well as Islamic 
standards.” 

There will also be other 
activities, such as work- 


shops and research and 
field studies, IRNA said. 

It will be the first time 
such courses are taught in 
an Iranian university, and 
come as Iran’s moderate 
President Mohammad 
Khatami pushes to open 
up society and implement 
democratic reforms. 

“The U.N. welcomes 
the spirit of cooperation 
the Iranian government is 
showing. We hope the 
project will increasingly 
bring Iran into the global 
discussion of human 
rights," Shulenburg was 
quoted as saying. 

Western countries have 
long accused the Islamic 
republic of human rights 
abuses,' charges “which" 
Iran rejects as politically 
motivated. '■ 

Iran has also been 
insisting that Western 
notions of human rights 
are incompatible with 


Islamic teachings, which 
the country has strictly 
followed since its 1979 
revolution. 

But there has been 
growing debate here on 
the subject of human 
rights since Khatami's 
election 21 months ago. 

For the first time since 
the revolution, a police 
security chief and 10 of 
his men are to stand trial 
in May on charges of tor- 
turing prisoners. 

During a visit to Tehran 
in December 1997, Unit- 
ed Nations Secretary 
General Kofi Annan 
delivered a ground-break- 
ing speech on human 
rights at Tehran Universi- 
ty.* 

Last year. U.N. High 
• Commissioner on Human- 
Rights Mary Robinson 
also travelled to Iran to 
attend a regional work- 
shop on human rights. 


Qatar scores two ‘firsts’ with local elections 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar will 
score two “firsts” for the con- 
servative Gulf Arab monar- 
chies on Monday when it 
holds local elections with 
women taking part as both vot- 
ers and candidates. 

The peninsular state has 
been festooned with banners, 
portraits of candidates and 
posters tor the election which 
will set up a single municipal 
council. 

Six women, most of them 
university academics, are 
among almost 240 candidates 
running for seats in the 29- 
meniber council, which will 


have a four-year mandate. 

With 18 as the minimum 
voting age, the electorate num- 
bers almost 22,000 — includ- 
ing 9,665 women — out of a 
total population of 522X00 of 
whom only an estimated 
100,000 are Qatari nationals. 

Members of the armed 
forces and police are not on the 
electoral roll and cannot run 
for office. 

Parliamentary delegations 
from a dozen Arab and other 
countries have been invited to 
supervise the elections, includ- 
ing Faezeh HashemL an Iran- 
ian MP and daughter of for- 


mer President Akbar Hashemi 
RafsanjanL 

“The feet that Qatari women 
ore taking part is an important 
step toward participation in 
political life,” she told 
reporters in Doha. 

Officially, the municipal 
council’s ’ role will be to 
“supervise implementation of 
laws and resolutions concern- 
ing the ministry of municipal 
and agricultural affairs.” 

But the council’s recom- 
mendations can only be sub- 
mitted to the cabinet wife the 
approval of the ministry itself. 

Several candidates fear that 


the council will have its hands 
tied and too limited a role, 
especially as the gas-rich emi- 
rate does not have a parlia- 
ment 

T wish it could be backed up 
by an elected parliament, to 
which it could turn in case of 
conflict with the executive 
branch," said Abdullah Mulla 
Zinel A Mullah, a senior offi- 
cial of Qatar’s central bank. 

The emir, Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa A Thani, 
announced on Nov. 16 a deri- 
sion to appoint a committee of 
experts to draw up a perma- 
nent constitution which would 


MANAMA (R) — Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Isa A Khalifa, 
who succeeded his father 
who died on Saturday, has 
built a well-trained array in 
Bahrain despite the Gulf 
Arab island’s limited finan- 
cial resources and small 
population. 

Crown prince since 1964, 
Sheikh Hamad was defence 
mini ster and then comman- 
der of Bahrain's national 
guard before the creation of 
an army force after the 
island gained independence 
in 1971 from Britain. 

He is committed to the 
alliance with five other 
Gulf Arab states grouped 
together under the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. 

“We are a part of our Arab 
Gulf and we do not outpace 
our brothers and brethren. 


provide for a directly-elected 
parliament. 

Despite the limitations, rival 
candidates in the municipal 
contest have promised to open 
creches, clutxs for the elderly 
and skating rinks, or even to 
build new homes for voters. 

Mullah called on electors to 
rally behind the women candi- 
dates “to ensure the success of 
this experiment in democra- 
cy.” But psychology professor 
at Qatar university and candi- 
date Muza A Mallti insisted 
that voters be more discerning. 
T refuse to be elected just 
because I’m a woman," she 


We will not be lagging 
behind any steps they take. 
Our present is one and our 
future is one, and we are 
bound by joint security and 
defence pacts,” Sheikh 
Hamad said in an interview 
in 1996. 

Bom on January 28, 
1950, Sheikh Hamad was 
officially appointed crown 
prince of the small country 
of 580,000 in 1964. 
Bahrain’s armed forces — 
under the command of 
Sheikh Hamad — joined an 
international alliance led by 
the United States to help 
drive Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait in 1991. 

But other than that 
Bahrain's 8,000-strong 
army has never been 
engaged in a war. Even 
when Qatari troops landed 


said. 

The women candidates have 
been active in electoral 
evenings held in tents in the 
presence of men, an unprece- 
dented event for a country 
where the sexes are segregat- 
ed. 

But segregation will be 
strictly enforced during the 
vote, with separate booths for 
men and women as weD as 
separate entrances to polling 
stations, said Colonel Abdul- 
lah A Kabissi, who is in 
charge of security. 

Oman is the only other Gulf 
Arab state to have given 


on a small disputed small 
Gulf island in 1986. Saudi 
Arabia stepped in to defuse 
the crisis. 

Bahrain and Qatar are 
locked in a long-standing 
border dispute over small 
but potentially oil-and gas- 
rich islands, including 
Ha war island, located near 
Qatar’s northwestern coast 
and are controlled by 
Bahrain since 1930s. 

Sheikh Hamad studied in 
Bahrain and abroad and 
became a qualified heli- 
copter pilot in 1 978. 

He had been a permanent 
member of the Helicopter 
Club of the Great Britain. 

He speaks good English, 
rides well and water-skis, 
used to play basketball and 
football with his soldiers 
and is fond of tennis and 


women the vote or the right to 
run as candidate, although on a 
limited basis in a consultative 
council set up in October. 

Kuwait alone has a parlia- 
ment but women are not 
allowed to vote. 

Among the 29 conscriptions 
in Qatar’s municipal election 
are Zubara and the Hawar 
islands at the centre of a terri- 
torial dispute with Bahrain in 
which the world court in The 
Hague is acting as arbitrator. 

“Not to have done so would 
have implied they don't 
belong to Qatar;” explained 
Mullah- 


falconry. t . . 

Sheikh Hamad is the 
eldest son of the late emir. 
Sheikh Isa. He has three 
sons, the eldest is Sheikh 
Salman who was appointed 
deputy defence minister in 
1995, Abdullah and Khalifa 
and two daughters. 

He appears committed to 
the policies which his 
deceased father had pur- 
sued during 37 years in 
office. 

“It is difficult to go unilat- 
eral with frameworks and 
courses strange to our soci- 
ety whatever the circum- 
stances. On this basis, the 
course of shura [consulta- 
tive council] is the one now 
prevailing in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. 
Sheikh Hamad said in the 
1996 interview. 

Ibrahimi 
arrives in 
Tehran 

TEHRAN (.AFP) — UN. 
special envoy for Afghanistan 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi arrived here 
Saturday to discuss the situa- 
tion in Iran’s war-tom neigh- 
bour with Iranian officials, the 
official IRNA news agency 
said. 

During his five-day stay, 
Ibrahimi is also scheduled to 
hold talks with a visiting del- 
egation from the 54-member 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) headed by 
OIC chief Izzedin Laraki. 
who arrived here Friday. 

Ibrahimi’s visit to Iran, a 
harsh critic of the Taleban, 
comes following an agree- 
ment between the Sunni Mus- 
lim militia and Afghan oppo- 
sition forces to hold peace 
talks in Turkmenistan next 
.iweek. ...... 

The UN. special envoy 
announced in Islamabad 
Thursday that the Taleban and 
its rivals had agreed to hold 
peace talks in Ashkabad cm 
March 10. 

Ibrahimi said the Ashkabad 
conference offered the ‘last 
chance” for the two sides to 
arrive at a peaceful settle- 
ment 

Ibrahimi acknowledged he 
did not succeed in persuading 
the Taleban to agree to the 
formation of a broad-based 
government of national rec- 
onciliation. But he voiced the 
hope that Afghanistan’s 
neighbours would be able to 
convince the warring factions 
to see reason and arrive at a 
settlement 

On his arrival here, Ibrahimi 
told reporters that aim of his 
visit is to discuss the “contin- 
uation of cooperation for the 
settlement of the Afghan 
issue” with Iranian officials. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


19:10 News headlines 

19:35 - Perspective 


20:00 News in Arabic I Channel 
2 links up with channel i ) 

| 203ft Pro.jnunme on [he late 
j His Majesty King Hussein 
21 :00 Islamic History in Jordan 
] 21:30 ....On the Banks of Jordan 

{ 22:00 News in English 

i 22:10 Doc. — National Geographic 
j 23:00 News in Arabic (Channel 
; 2 links up with channel i ) 

PRAYER TIMES 


(4:36 - Fajr 

05:53 .(Sunrise) Duha 

11:47 Dhuhr 

15:06 ‘Asrl 

1 17:41 Maghreb 

18:57 ./bha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swafidt Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
46327S5 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624S! 1. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
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Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Tel. 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swci- 
Beh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 1331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Wann weather conditions will 
prevail during the day becom- 
ing cool at night and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

UV?3 


14/30 


enns 

Jordan Valley 

13/30 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 22 Aqaba 29. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 23 per cent, 
Aqaba 20 percent 

Following are the tempreamres 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajloun 

08/19 


.09/24 

Urn Oars 

..10/20 


...07/22 


.....07/22 

Dead Sea 

...._ 15/28 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dt Basam Karadsbeh „„43m» 

De KhafidMasri 5661)44 

De Salman Daboubt — 5812568 
Dt RamaMazzawi_ — .4S948S 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .......5661912 

AJ Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..5537004 
RuknAl Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 


ERBLD: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh (02)250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Isma'ii Taiiawi...(05)903469 
Palestine Pharmacy..(05)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Civil Defence Depanmatt -5661 il l 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .....4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — 199 
Rescue ftto 192,4621 1 1 1,4637777 

Fire Brigade.™ 4617101 

Blood Bank, .4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police — ....4896390 

Public Security Dept... ..463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

— 4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ............. 7 S71 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ...» 0132 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. J66I 101 

JordanTelevision ..„~....4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan - — .47741 1 1 

Water Authority ...5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .58 1 56 15 
Electric Power Co.... ....463638 1 
RJ Flight Infotmation-44-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli — 5666131 fl 
Hussein Medical Centre. 5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

KhaJidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

AkUefa Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal A mman Maternity.. _4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. — 4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani — 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .5353444 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-AhlL Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreeo 4777101/3 

Al-Bashic 4775111/26 

Amiy, Marita .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

A1 Antal Cancer Centre -5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Iha Sina Hospital..- (09)986731 
AI Hjkma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBED: 

Princess Basnm Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 
J 02)272275 


Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372.(02)710310! 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02) 7102831. (02) 

7102011 

Speciality Hospital __i.02j 7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)2014111 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Mormafion on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights can 
be supplied an phone 4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07.4)0 leddah (add) (RJ) 

0835 Bombay (RJ) 

0835 leddah (RJ) 

08 JO Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 


0W» 

09:50 

16:45 

17:45 

18.-05 

1&25 
18:30 
1 9:25 
21:05 
21:45 
22*5 
23:59 
04:15 
Wi30 


Beirut (RJ) 

..-Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
-New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

— London (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

- —Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

-Brussels tadd)(RJ) 

-Rome (RJ) 

.Paris. London (RJ) 

Frankfort Brussels (RJ) 

■— Vienna, Aqaba (RJ) 

leddah (add) (RJ) 

..Cairo (add) (RJ) 


leddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

14:35 Istanbul (TK) 

1&00 — -Dubai, Damascus fEK) 
18:40 Beirut (ME) 


18:45. 

19:05. 

2025.. 


20:40 .. 
2330.. 
23*35.. 


-Kiev (6LT) 

Paris (AF) 

-Tel Aviv (LY) 
■Cario (MS) 


2 a-55 


0035 

02.-00 


-London, Beirut (BA) 

Amsterdam (KLj 

-LamacafCY) 

Bucharest (RO) 

— Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

^7^0 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 

W*30Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 

l&OO-Aqaha (arriving at Marks 
Airport) (RW) 

(RW)™ ^ * QAIA) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:00 .Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

05:20 - Beirm (RJ) 

09-35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:50 Aqaba, Vienna (RJ) 

11:25 ....Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
1130 Amsterdam, New Yak (RJ) 

11:30 RomefRJ) 

12:15 — ..London (RJ) 

12:15 -Athens (RJ) 

19:00 — leddah (add) (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

2035 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 ....Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

* 1:4S -Damascus (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (Kid) (RJ) 

-Bangkok (RJ) 

J™ -Cairo (RJ) 

00:10 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 


-Frankfort (LH) 

Istanbul (TK) 

Dubai (EK) 


07:10... 

1535 

1*00 

19-A0 _ 

20d0 

21 : 10 ..... 

21:40 .._ 

0035 

0135 . 
0 & 00 . 
07:15 


Kiev(6U) 

Beirut (ME) 

-Tel Aviv (LY) 


.Cairo (MS) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

■ -Bucharest (RO) 

— —Rome (AZ) 

— -Beirut London (BA) 


Royal Wmgs® 

08:15 Tel Aviv 
QAIA) (RW) 
0830 Aqaba (f 
port) (RWj 
1630 Tel Aviv ( 
PwtHRW) 

2030 .Aqaba ( 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday received Sheikh Sultan Ben KhaJifah A1 N a hay an, Abu Dhabi's royal 
court chief, at Bab AI Salam. Queen Noor expressed the deep appreciation of His Majesty the late King Hus- 
***“.■ Zayed's concern, support and care for the King while he underwent treatment at the Mayo 
Limic Sheikh Sultan said Sheikh Zayed has asked that they extend their visit to Jordan in order to develop 
and strengthen ties between the two countries, particularly in the economic and trade fields. Sheikh Sultan, a 
i °* Sandhurst Military Academy, inquired about Crown Prince Hamzah and his progress at Sand- 
hurst Also attending the meeting were Minister of Industry and Trade Sheikh Fahim Ben Sultan Al Qasimi, 
Governor of the Central Bank Sultan Ben Nasser Al Suweidi, the first representative of Abu Dhabi's Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry Sa'id Jaber Al Suweidi and United Arab Emirates' Ambassador Ahmad Al 
ZubL 


News in brief 

King receives IAAE official 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Abdullah on Sat- 
urday received Suleiman Abu Uleim Director General of 
the International Agency for Atomic Energy (IAAE) 
Mohammd Baradi’ and discussed with him means of 
evading the region dangers of mass-desrtuction 
weapons. On the other hand. Abu Uleim and Baradi’ 
also discussed scopes of cooperation between the min- 
istry and the IAAE. Also attending the meeting was the 
ministry's Secretary General Ahmad Bashir. 

Prisoner treatment workshop for PSD 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for Public Security 
Department (PSD) General Nasouh Muhieddin Director 
of the Rehabilitation and Reform Centres at the PSD 
Sami Majali attended a workshop on treating prisoners 
in accordance with Jordanian law and the Constitution 
and- .irinCOQfbrmity. with, .international standards. The 
workshop wa&also -attended by Fahd Haddad,- the Inter- 
national Red Crescent repiesentative/in/Joidaiv-,^. ^;/,,* 

Arab fund manager arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — General Manager of the Arab Fund 
for Social and Economic Development Abdul Latif Al 
Hamad arrived Saturday on a three-day official visit dur- 
ing which he will hold talks with senior Jordanian offi- 
cials. He was received at the Queen Alia International 
Airport by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Plan- 
ning Riraa Khalaf and Central Bank of Jordan Governor 
Zivad Fariz. 


What’s Going On 


Film 

• “The Fan” at BooksdCafiS, Jabal Amman on Tues- 
day March 9 at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 4650457/8). 

Lectures 

• “The Antiquities of Ghor Al Safi" by Khalil Ham- 
dan at Lhe Friends of Archaeology Centre on Monday. 
March S at 6:30 p.m. (Telefax: 5930682). 

• “The Arab Intellectual and the Inevitability of 
Globalisation" by Dr. Al Taher Labib of Tunisia at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman on Monday 
March 8 at 6:30 p.ra. 

• Lecture by Mahmoud Rimawi about his experi- 
ence in writing (in Arabic) at Darat Al Funun. Jabal 
Weibdeh on Sunday March 7 at 6:00 p.m. 


NES students 
protest against 
tuition hike 


By Dana Cbarkasi 

AMMAN — Scores of 
students at the Amm an 
New English School 
staged a brief strike on 
Saturday to dissuade man- 
agement from raising 
tuition fees across the 
board, witnesses said. 

Students spoke of plans 
to raise fees for all classes 
as of the next scholastic 
year (1999-2000). They 
said kindergarten fees 
would be increased by 


eleventh and twelfth 
graders,” said one student. 

“We staged a sponta- 
neous strike and refused to 
enter our classrooms at the 
end of the first break," said 
another female student. 

"We started whistling, 
shouting, clapping our 
hands and tearing the let- 
ters handed to us in a sign 
of protest. Then we quick- 
ly calmed down and decid- 
ed to continue our protest 
, t aroui)d-jp20p a year while • silently/’ 
increases '' for secondly ’ ' Educ'anoU 'Ministry offi-“ 
-classes ' ranged .from rials were not immediate- 
TD3Q0-JD 5007 avaiaie'fofcommeAtr'" 


Top school managers 
declined any comment on 
the strike. 

“There is nothing going 
on [no strike] at our 
school," said Ophilia 
Bshouti, headmistress of 
the school’s elementary 
section. 

Asked about the planned 
increase, Bshouti said, "I 
don’t want to give figures 
of the school fees as they 
are not for publication in a 
newspaper." 

However, one teacher 
told the Jordan Times she 
believed the administra- 
tion had to raise the fees to 
cover expenses of “highly- 
qualified foreign and local 
teachers” and other run- 
ning costs to enable the 
school maintain a certain 
academic standard. 

Students said they staged 
a spontaneous strike min- 
utes after management 
broke the news of the 
planned fee increases in 
official letters addressed 
to their parents. 

“They distributed these 
papers in all classes, but 
those w'ho staged the strike 
were mostly ninth, tenth. 


Zeid, whose two broth- 
ers attend high school, 
said fees will be increased 
from around JD1.300 to 
JD 1,800 for each as of 
next year. 

“A slight increase would 
be normal and acceptable, 
but we can’t take such a 
dramatic increase of fees,” 
he added. 

“Not all families are able 
to pay JD 1,800 for their 
children’s school educa- 
tion," Zeid said. 

“This is even more than 
the JD1 ,200 1 pay a year to 
continue my university 
education." he added. 

The school’s 1992 deci- 
sion to raise fees sparked 
similar tension that eased 
after administration 
promised to shelve the 
plan for a while. 

“The situation was eased 
by a promise from the 
school administration not 
to raise the fees for the 
coming three years," said 
one parent. “But in 1995, 
fees were increased.” 


Mayor defends GAM’s cultural centre 

7 assure all citizens that the GAM’s revenues are properly spent’ 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — Despite harm- 
ful criticism of some writ- 
ers on the Greater Amman 
Municipality’s (GAM) 
financial scheme to aid cul- 
tural and educational activi- 
ties, the municipality con- 
tinued working on the pro- 
ject of the King Hussein 
Cultural Centre. 

“Everybody has the free- 
dom to express his opinion, 
but we think that supporting 
such activities to improve 
the cultural and educational 
level in Jordan is something 
very necessary,” Amman 
Municipality Mayor Nidal 
Hadid told the Jordan 
Times. 

“On the 26th of May, His 
Majesty King Hussein laid 
the cornerstone for the cul- 
tural centre, the GAM 
decided to name the centre 
after him, in the remem- 
brance of his achievements 
and interest in all aspects of 
life, especially cultural 
ones," Hadid said. 

The purpose of the JD7 
million project, now being 
constructed on a 12-dunum 
area, is “to serve the gener- 
al and primary idea of 
developing and upgrading 
the surrounding area of Ras 
Al Ain with all cultural, 
social and entertainment 
aspects in order to encour- 
age artistic and cultural 
capabilities." Hadid said. 

The King Hussein Cultur- 
al Centre, in its four floors 
is due to include two multi- 
purpose auditoriums with a 


capacity of 600 and 200 
seats, lecture halls, show- 
rooms, libraries, a theatre, a 
graded hall which could 
seat 250 people and small 
workshops. 

According to the centre’s 
plan, the scheme will also 
include a children develop- 
ing skills centre, cafetarias, 
commercial shops, admin- 
istration offices, parking lot 
and a reception hall. 

Recently, many writers 
criticised the GAM’s 
spending on various cultur- 
al and educational activities 
and construction of ‘fancy’ 
buildings. 

For example. Fahed 
Fanek, an Al Ra’i colum- 
nist, noted that almost all 
Jordanian municipalities 
suffer from poverty, heavy 
debts and financial deficit 

Fanek said the total rev- 
enue of some of those 
municipalities are not 
enough to pay their debts or 
wages or simply to provide 
basic services. 

Meanwhile, the GAM has 
a financial surplus due to a 
large number of taxpayers, 
one-third of whom are 
migrants [from other 
municipalities] who have 
deprived their own munici- 
palities from income, said 
Fanek. 

Money is spent extrava- 
gantly on fancy buildings, 
and publishing costly mag- 
azines, which are of no 
interest but to those who 
write in them, Fanek 
claimed. 

Fanek urged that Amman 


municipality’s revenues be 
redistributed to help other 
municipalities carry out 
their basic duties, and to 
help the Jordanian country- 
side, which suffers from 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

Some columnists criti- 
cised their colleagues for 
claiming that the GAM 
"spends lots of money” on 
many activities in the capi- 
tal, saying that it is vital to 
improve and develop 
Amman’s cultural and edu- 
cational fields in order to 
ensure the country’s pros- 
perity. 

‘‘With all confidence, we 
say that Amman today is 
the most important city, as 
it is an Arab -Islamic centre 
which faces the internation- 
al enemy that has occupied 
other holy parts of the 
nation." said Hani Saudi in 
an article which was pub- 
lished in one of the local 
newspapers. 

Hadid said, “we know 
most of other municipali- 
ties suffer from financial 
problems that in turn can- 
not aid the cultural move- 
ment in Jordan.” 

“I think that cooperation 
between municipalities is 
of vital importance in pro- 
moting Jordan's cultural 
life,” Hadid added. 

Hadid explained that “the 
GAM has allocated the 
amount of JD260.000 from 
its JD63-65 million budget 
for 1999 to aid the cultural 
movement." 

“One of the municipality 


council’s members criti- 
cised us as he thought the 
amount was meagre,” 
Hadid said. 

He said, “the municipality 
is working on improving 
services to the city’s resi- 
dents. For example, we are 
working on planting trees 
on road sides, street light- 
ing and supplying citizens 
with public gardens. 

“We have also many plans 
concerning pollution, 
including a comprehensive 
planning study for 
Amman” the mayor said. 

“We are also not limi ted 
to cultural activities. We 
also support Jordanian ath- 
letics and aid many local 
sport clubs with land and 
provide other forms of 
assistance to Jordanian ath- 
letes," Hadid said. 

“We are wrongly accused, 
and we are making great 
efforts to help other gover- 
norates and municipalities, 
but we do not mention 
every thing we do," Hadid 
said. 

Hadid claimed that the 
GAM has no finan cial sur- 
plus in its budget, but “the 
reason for GAM’s progress 
in its achievements and 
financial budget is the 
municipality's successful 
departments, workers and 
various sources of the 
GAM’s financial income. 

“I would like to assure 
these local col umnis ts and 
all citizens that the GAM’s 
financial revenues and the 
expenditure are properly 
spent.” Hadid said. 


Government to submit policy statement ‘soon’ 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is expected to sub- 
mit its policy statement 
soon to the Lower House 
to win Parliament confi- 
dence before the 80-mem- 
ber^ chamber recesses, a 
lawmaker said Saturday. 
;Cfcainnan.of lhe Legal 
Affairs Committee GhaUb 
Zou'bi said no request for 
a vote of confidence had 
been received, but noted 
that the proposed session 
is expected to convene 
before the end of this 
month.* 

According to the Con- 
stitution, the government 
should request a vote of 
confidence from the Par- 
liament within 30 days 
from its formation. 

The current parliamen- 
tary session is expected to 
recess before March 27, 
although there are expec- 
tations in some quarters 
that the session will be 
extended if the govern- 
ment fails to prepare its 
policy statement within 
30 days, Zou'bi said. 

His Majesty King 
Abdullah last Thursday 
designated veteran politi- 
cian Abdul Raouf Rawab- 
deh as prime minister, 
ordering him to form a 
new cabinet to replace 
Fayez Tarawneh’s 24-man 
team. 

“I can say for sure that 
the government will 
demand a special session 


to allow deputies to dis- 
cuss its statement and 1 
think the request will be 
submitted soon,” the law- 
maker told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The statement will be 
the framework to identify 
Rawabdeh’s policy which 
we will tty carefully,” the 
lawmaker added. 

In his designation letter, 
the King asked the 60- 
year-old premier to con- 
centrate on economic 
issues, strengthen Jor- 
dan's ties with Arab states 
and steer the Kingdom’s 
relations with Israel. 

Zou’bi said the govern- 
ment’s policy statement is 
expected to differ from 
the designation letter, 
“but it will draw on the 
guidelines from the 20- 
point letter he received 
from the King.” 

Rawabdeh. who is also a 
member in the 80-mem- 
ber Lower House, is 
expected to win a vast 
majority of votes during 
the confidence vote due to 
his good relations with 
most Parliament mem- 
bers, Zou'bi added. 

The deputy indicated 
that Rawabdeh might sub- 
mit his resignation from 
Parliament following his 
appointment, but said the 
Parliament is expected to 
turndown such a request if 
submitted. 


Rawabdeh visits Lower, Upper Houses 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh Saturday pledged to maintain close coop- 
eration with the judicial and legislative authorities, 
saying the government will work closely with them 
and enhance their independence. 

, . During , a visit to the.Palace of Justice, Rawabdeh, 
told.the President, of tllje; and Head . 

of theCpurt ,pf .C^s^m^er Hikmat that the new., 
government is cqmi^ttetfto implementing the direc- 
tives of His Majesty King-Abdullah contained in the •. 
letter of designation^He said his visit was to empha- 
sise the government’s .--respect of the judicial author- 
ity’s independence. ‘ 

In the third article oft his 20-point letter of desig- 
nation King Abdullah said, "We take pride in our Jor- 
danian judiciary, its independence and its perfor- 
mance. We call for supporting the judiciary through 
developing a law to ensnre its independence and to 
improve the working conditions of the judges .” 

The government is ready to provide all means to 
help modernise legislation pertaining to the develop- 
ment of the work of the judiciary and will accept pro- 
posals from the judiciary in line with the King's let- 
ter to the government, stressed Rawabdeh. 

The Prime Minister was accompanied by Deputy 
Prime Minister Marwan Hmoud as well as the minis- 
ters of planning and justice and other officials. 

Hikmat outlined the judicial authority’s new plans 
for modernisation and development and the training 
programmes for the judges. 

The prime minister called at the Lower House of 
Parliament where he met House Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali and pledged to maintain close cooperation 
with the legislative authority. 

Majali expressed appreciation of Rawabdeh's visit, 
saying Parliament will exert all efforts to work hand 
in hand with the government in the enactment of 
laws. Rawabdeh also called at the Senate, where he 
met with its president, Zeid Rifai. He stressed that the 
government will pursue all efforts to promote coop- 
eration with the executive authority to enable ir to 
perform its duty. 


Weight-obsessed males and females may risk suffering eating disorders 


£ 


* 


By Rana Awwad 

AMMAN — Males and 
females, especially teenagers, 
obsessed with weight watching, 
run the risk of suffering from 
serious eating disorders, includ- 
ing anorexia nervosa and bulim- 
ia. or both. 

Their risk is further aggravat- 
ed by changes that are mainly 
) promoted by Western media 
that advocate the idea that slim 
is beautiful or promote the 
image of a wafer-thin look, doc- 
tors said. 

And women generally suffer 
from eating disorders 10 times 
more than men, while such ill- 
nesses usually occur in young 
females in their early teens. 

Doctors warn that excessive 
dieting may lead to malnutrition 
and, in serious cases, death. 

“In Jordan, where access to 
media promoting such attitudes 
is available to most people, 
more and more young girls are 
reported to suffer from eating 
disorders,” said 
Takrouri Nutrition Professor in 


‘Proper dieting 
should become 
a way of life, 
not merely 
a transient 
period targeting 
a special 
occasion’ 

—Aline Nashef, 
dietician 


the Food and Technology 
Department at the University of 
Jordan. 

“When teenagers see these 
slim attractive figures on TV 
they try to imitate them, and 
even some youngsters with nor- 
mal body weight start to imag- 
ine themselves as fat,” he told 
the Jordan Times. 

. The desire to be slim contrasts 
sharply with conventional atti- 
tudes in Jordan and in nearby 
states several years ago — if not 
decades — that a women should 
have a full and rounded figure 
with a face as round as a moon, 
he added. 

’There has been a shift in per- 
ception of beauty over the 
years." 

However, doctors said anorex- 
ia nervosa and bulimia are more 
frequent in societies which 
appreciate slim individuals. 

In the United States alone, 
there are over seven million 
patients who are trying to con- 
form to the “wafer-thin image." 

Anorexia nervosa is medically 
defined as a self-starvation dis- 


order where the individual, usu- 
ally a female, loses 15 per cent 
of her normal body weight 
through non-stop dieting. Usual 
patterns see overweight people 
following a diet and uninten- 
tionally continuing the process 
even after they reach their target 
weight because they continue to 
view themselves as fat. 

In self-induced starvation, 
patients engage in harmful eat- 
ing habits such as dividing their 
food into tiny portions and 
weighing each item before eat- 
ing it. Others stop eating alto- 
gether and others take slimming 
pills to keep their weight low 
while exercising frantically. 

Medical studies show that 
anorexic patients may at a later 
stage develop symptoms of 
bulimia — another disorder 
where the sufferer is trapped in 
a vicious cycle of binge eating 
and puiging. 

Unlike anorexics, bulimics 
have normal body weight which 
they struggle to maintain by eat- 
ing massive amounts of food in 
a very short time; but to rid 


themselves of feelings of guilt, 
they resort to self-induced vom- 
iting, prolonged fasting, violent 
exercise or taking laxatives. 

“Anorexic patients have a dis- 
torted body image of them- 
selves which they persistently 
try to fix,” said Walid Saihan, a 
consultant psychiatrist and 
director general of Al Rashid 
Hospital For Psychiatry . 

“They are never satisfied with 
the amount of weight they lose, 
and no matter what others tell 
them, they go to such extremes 
in dieting to the extent that 
some are admitted to hospitals 
in very serious condition," he 
added 

Sarhan said one of the 
extreme cases he treated was a 
female patient who was around 
1.60 centimetres high md 
weighed less than 30 kilo- 
grammes. 

Doctors warn about the conse- 
quences of intolerable starva- 
tion such as broken sleep, con- 
stipation, bones that are easily 
broken, depression and a con- 
stant feeling of being cold due 


to a lack of fat storage in the 
body. Vomiting, on the other 
hand will cause irregular heart- 
beats, kidney damage, muscle 
weakness and a dissolution of 
the enamel on the teeth because 
of the stomach acid they added 

Laxatives, they said, take their 
toll on bulimic patients, causing 
persistent stomach pain, 
swollen fingers and bowel dam- 
age. 

Dieticians also warn against 
some popular Jordanian mis- 
conceptions associated with 
weight loss. 

Aline Nashef, a dietician with 
eight-years working experience, 
spoke of an increasing number 
of Jordanians wanting to lose 
weight and look fit, especially 
over the last three years. 

Fitness centres, which have 
mushroomed across Jordan, are 
reporting brisk business. 

“People from all social back- 
grounds come to my clinic, even 
bedouin women from the most 
remote areas in southern Jor- 
dan," Nashef said. 

However, she criticised people 


who diet for a while and srop 
and then repeat the process. 

"This state of chaotic dieting 
disturbs the body's fat-burning 
process and the body's metabo- 
lism," Nashef said. 

“Instead, proper dieting 
should become a way of life, 
not merely a transient period 
targeting a special occasion." 

Maram Haddadin, who holds 
a postgraduate degree in nutri- 
tion. noted that people in gener- 
al seek to lose weight overnight, 
no matter how great the harm to 
their bodies. 

She said people should not 
lose more than two kilo- 
grammes of weight a week and 
stressed that a diet that works 
for one person may not be suit- 
able for another since bodies 
react differently to calorie 
intakes. Therefore, she said, 
diets should not be copied. 

“People have different bone 
structures and they differ in the 
amount of calories they need," 
she said. “You just cannot fol- 
low or prescribe the same food 
portion to all.” 


# 


Albright arrives 
in London for 
Kosovo talks 


LONDON (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright arrived here 
Saturday for discussions on 
Kosovo as criticism of her 
and U.S. efforts to forge a 
peace in the troubled 
Yugoslav province mounted. 

Albright, who changed her 
return flight from a three- 
nation Asian tour to include 
the London srop. was to meet 
former U.S. senator Bob 
Dole whom she dispatched 
this week to the Balkans to 
lobby the ethnic Kosovar 
Albanians to accept the peace 
proposal. 

AJbright is also to meet 
with top NATO General 
Wesley Clark, chief U.S. 
Kosovo negotiator 

Christopher Hill and hold pri- 
vate talks with British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook at his country home. 

Friday, Dole met leaders in 
the Kosovar Albanian com- 
munity. including some from 
die Kosovo Liberation Army 
( KLA) in Macedonia after he 
was denied a visa to enter 
Kosovo by Serb authorities in 
Belgrade. 

"They will be discussing 
the results of Dole's trip to the 
region." State Department 
spokesman James Rubin 
said, blasting Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic for the visa refusal. 

■‘President Milosevic has 
lost another chance to 
demonstrate that he is a seri- 
ous member of the interna- 
tional community," Rubin 
said adding though that Dole 
had succeeded in holding 
meetings in Skopje and that 
Albright had spoken to him 
by phone during them. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the ethnic 
Albanians had signed the 
peace agreement that was put 
on die table as the only option 
for both them and the Serbs 
last month in RambouilleL 
France. 

Although Rubin said he 
believed Dole had made “sig- 
nificant progress" in Skopje, 
reporters travelling with 
Albright were told "not to 
expect too much.” 

At RambouilleL the 
Kosovar Albanians agreed in 
principle to the peace plan, 
which provides them with a 
high degree of autonomy but 
not the independence they 
want, but asked for two 
weeks to discuss it with their 
people. 

The two weeks expires 
Tuesday and both the 
Albanians and the Serbs, who 
are still opposed to the core of 
the plan — a NATO peace- 
keeping force — are to return 
to the negotiating table on 
March 15. 

Should the agreement fail, 
the side deemed responsible 
for it is to be punished, with 
the Kosovar Albanians facing 
the threat of a loss of interna- 
tional support and the Serbs 
facing NATO air strikes. 

The Serbs, who are now 
massing troops on the 
Kosovo border for unknown 
reasons, would also face 
NATO retaliation if they 
resume crackdowns on ethnic 
Albanian population. 


As the drama around Dole's 
visa and visit played out, 
Albright has come under 
increasingly hostile criticism 
in the U.S. and international 
press for her handling of the 
peace talks. 

In an apparent bid to halt 
some of tbe criticism, a senior 
State Department official 
admitted that Albright and 
Washington bad misjudged 
the Kosovar Albanians' inter- 
est in signing on the agree- 
ment's bottom line in 
RambouilleL 

"1 think that’s true." the 
official said, noting that the 
Albanian leadership had told 
Albright they would sign. 
Tm not going to argue with 
that They didn’t sign. We 
misjudged that." 

The criticism has clearly 
cut deep with officials espe- 
cially ( angered by an influen- 
tial Washington columnist 
who opined that Albright had 
so destroyed U.S. credibility 
that minor players in the 
Kosovo crisis were now 
hanging up the phone on her. 

The senior official said the 
“hang up” allegation was 
totally false and had been 
based on a misunderstanding 
of a magazine report about 
the conclusion of a phone call 
Albright had with A dem 
Demaci, the KLA's former 
political representative. 

But perhaps die most dam- 
aging to the department and 
Albright was a front-page 
report in Friday’s editions of 
the Paris-based International 
Herald Tribune which quoted 
an unnamed American 
ambassador in Europe attack- 
ing the secretary for her per- 
formance at RambouilleL 

“Her energy was impres- 
sive, but her performance 
injected new uncertainties 
into the situation and sowed 
doubts about the seriousness 
of U.S. diplomacy,” the 
ambassador said. 

The damning article quoted 
others as criticising Albright 
for a variety of reasons rang- 
ing from complaints that she 
had been too tough to com- 
plaints that she had been in 
Rambouillet at all. 

“When you're the United 
States, people are either mad 
at you for trying to fix a prob- 
lem or tbey're mad at you for 
not trying to fix a problem." a 
senior administration official 
said in defence of Albright. 

The official put most of the 
criticism down to “Euro com- 
plaining” and maintained that 
without U.S. leadership 
“right now we would have 
nothing going on on the 
peace front in Kosovo. 
Nothing." 

The official admitted that 
thus far the Kosovo peace 
process had not been a total 
success and that Albright had 
been “frustrated” by her 
inability to complete the deal 
at RambouilleL 

But he stressed that neither 
was the process a total failure. 

This is an “unfortunate 
series of potshots and we 
have been dying to do what 
(we) consider to be a veiy 
important and right thing. 





Self-propelled guns of Britain's 88 Battery 4 Regiment, Royal Artillery, are positioned during training- These 
armoured vehicles are part of tbe British contingent to tbe NATO-led operation that has deployed into the Balkans, 
with a forward mounting base in former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Renters photo) 

NATO steps up preparations 
for Kosovo peacekeeping 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) 
— NATO pushed ahead 
Saturday with preparations 
for an eventual peacekeep- 
ing operation in Kosovo by 
sending units to set up a 
command and control centre 
in neighbouring Macedonia. 

Units from NATO's allied 
command Europe Rapid 
Reaction Corps started 
deploying to the 
Macedonian capital of 
Skopje to coordinate opera- 
tions of allied troops, said a 
statement from NATO’s mil- 
itary headquarters. 


Some 6,000 NATO troops 
were in Macedonia ready to 
form the advance guard of a 
Kosovo peacekeeping force 
that is eventually expected 
to total 26,000. 

Plans for the force to cross 
into Kosovo are stalled by 
Serbia's refusal to sign up to 
a peace deal that allows for- 
eign troops to enter its 
southern province. 

NATO says the peacekeep- 
ers will only go into Kosovo 
if Serbia gives the green 
light and signs a peace deal 
with ethnic Albanian rebels. 


Peace talks are due to 
resume March 15. 

The new headquarters in 
Skopje will be under the 
operational command of 
U.S. Adm. James O. Ellis Jr.. 
commander-in-chief allied 
forces southern Europe. 

Ellis also exercises control 
of the NATO forces on 
standby in Macedonia to 
extract unarmed internation- 
al monitors from Kosovo if 
they come under threat, the 
statement said. 

A detachment from the 
new headquarters will assist 


NATO forces being shipped 
into the region through ibe 
Greek port of Salonica. 

NATO officials said 
Friday the alliance had invit- 
ed senior Yugoslav military 
officers for a briefing this 
weekend aimed at easing 
their concerns about the role 
of the proposed NATO-led 
force in Kosovo. However 
officers at the alliance’s mil- 
itary headquarters outside 
the southern Belgian city of 
Mons declined Saturday to 
say if the talks would take 
place. 


Decision to share strategic city 
plunges Bosnia into political crisis 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AP) — A 
confrontation between 
angry Bosnian Serbs and 
U.S. peacekeeping soldiers 
ended with a Serb radical 
shot dead, NATO said 
Saturday. 

The attack by Serbs in 
northern Bosnia occurred 
Friday night amid tension 
over a pair of unpopular 
international rulings on 
Bosnia — transferring the 
strategic city of Brcko from 
ekclusive Bosnian Serb 
control, and firing the hard- 
line Bosnian Serb leader. 

President Nikola 

Poplasen refused to step 
down, and the Western- 
backed prime minister 
announced he would resign 
to protest the decision to 
place Brcko under multi- 
ethnic control. 

Carlos Westendorp, the 
senior international official 
for Bosnia, Saturday pre- 
dicted “turbulence" in 
Bosnia for the next several 
days. 

■ U.S. peacekeepers, on the 
alert to the potential for 
violence following the 
decisions, were confronted 
near their Eagle Base in 
Tuzla in Bosnian Serb-con- 
trolled territory, according 


to a NATO account. Four 
armed assailants entered a 
restaurant in Ugljevik 
where the troops were 
coordinating humanitarian 
support and began striking 
their table with clubs and 
breaking glass bottles in a 
threatening manner. 

The soldiers made their 
way out of the restaurant as 
they were punched and 
shoved, and were chased 
toward their vehicles by 15 
to 20 people outside. One 
soldier drew his weapon 
after being struck in the 
back with a club. The sol- 
dier then fatally shot his 
attacker when he failed to 
break off his attack, the 
statement said. 

The victim was later 
identified as Krsto Micic, 
the vice president of the 
hard-line Bosnian Serb 
Radical Party in the town 
of Ugljevik. 

His party issued a state- 
ment in Belgrade saying 
“Bloodthirsty American 
criminals and terrorists” 
shot Micic “in cold blood.” 
It said “American bandits 
... will pay dearly for mur- 
dering Micic." 

Some 6.900 U.S. troops 
are serving in Bosnia as a 
pan of the 32.000-strong 


multinational contingent, 
trying to implement the 
peace process in the post- 
war country. 

“We are going to have 
turbulence in the coming 
days but I hope that with 
our constant pressure and 
dialogue we could come to 
an improvement of the 
peace ‘ implementation 
process," Westendorp told 
CNN in an interview 
broadcast Saturday. 

He called it “just a simple 
coincidence" that both rul- 
ings — which inflamed 
Serb nationalists — came 
on the same day Friday. 

Friday, Westendorp said 
Brcko would no longer 
remain under Bosnian Serb 
control. Instead, all three 
ethnic groups — Serbs. 
Croats and Muslims — will 
administer Brcko, a city of 
about 90,000 that the Serbs 
had run under international 
supervision. 

The decision resolves the 
last major territorial issue 
left from the Bosnian war. 
Negotiators at Dayton 
decided to defer a ruling 
because of strong claims 
made on the city by the 
three ethnic groups. 

International leaders 
ranging from Croatian 


President Franjo Tudjman 
to U.S. Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine Albright and 
NATO Secretary-General 
Javier Solana welcomed 
the decision by U.S. chief 
arbitrator Roberts Owen. 

Before the decision was 
announced, Westendorp 
fired Poplasen. saying he 
ignored “the will of the 
people ... and consistently 
acted to trigger instability." 

Poplasen had insisted that 
Serbs retain control of 
Brcko. He called the order 
to step down “undemocrat- 
ic and contrary" to the 
Dayton peace agreement 
and said. “I cannot accept 
it.” 

He called for a referen- 
dum to decide whether he 
should remain in office. 
Under the Bosnian Serb 
constitution. Vice President 
Mirko Sarovic would suc- 
ceed Poplasen. But Sarovic 
refused. 

The sacking of Poplasen 
followed his efforts to 
remove the pro-Western 
prime minister, Milorad 
Dodik. Dodik announced 
later Friday that he was 
resigning because of the 
Brcko decision — a move 
international officials 
urged him to reconsider. 


Rome falling behind in Millennium preparations 


ROME (AP) — The cel- 
ebration lasts all year. 
30 million guests are 
coming, and the Pope is 
pressing to make sure 
ail is ready. 

Talk about pressure. It 
is still wirier, but Rome 
is feeling the heat these 
days as concern mounts 
over whether the ancient 
capital will be ready by 
year's end, when 
tourists and pilgrims 
start pouring in for Mil- 
lennium festivities and 
the holy year declared 
by Pope John Paul II. 

From the start, dead- 
lines were tight for hun- 
dreds of projects, rang- 
ing from widening high- 
ways to modernising 
rail stations, aimed at 
keeping the masses 
moving through grid- 
locked Rome. 

Now inspectors are 
warning that many key 


projects, including a 
six-story 1 garage dug out 
of an ancient hill to park 
invading railroad cars, 
risk not being complet- 
ed before Christmas 
Eve, when the Pope will 
give a symbolic knock 
with a hammer on a 
sealed door at the back 
of St. Peter's Basilica 
and officially open the 
holy year. 

“At this point, we need 
a miracle." wrote the 
newsweekly Panorama. 

Stuck in cars and 
buses detouring around 
dug-up roads, many 
Romans had already 
glumly concluded the 
construction won’t be 
finished in time. 

Compounding the anx- 
iety over not meeting 
deadlines was the 
recent. dramatically 
higher estimate, by the 
Vatican and Rome, of 


the number of expected 
visitors — up from 20 
million to nearly 30 mil- 
lion. 

“We're on a razor's 
edge,” said Rome's holy 
year commissioner, 
Paolo Gentiloni. 

The Pope didn’t mince 
his words, either. He 
told Rome’s mayor he 
hoped all the projects 
would be wrapped up in 
time for Millennium 
celebrations — an 
“unparalleled appoint- 
ment” for humanity, be 
called it. 

Only a couple of days 
earlier. Public Works 
Minister Enrico Micheli 
had toured work sites 
and tried to pooh-pooh 
worriers, including a top 
aide who publicly" ques- 
tioned whether Rome 
could moke up for lost 
time. 

With construction 


crews now authorised to 
work night shifts — a 
stunning new work 
rhythm for the city 
which everybody knows 
wasn't built in a day — 
some lost time can be 
made up, but not all. 
inspectors said. 

Most of the projects 
were designed to pre- 
vent lumbering tour 
buses from further clog- 
ging Rome as the faith- 
ful move from church to 
church. The city and the 
Vatican are already 
arguing over the number 
of buses jamming the 
streets for the Pope's 
weekly public audi- 
ences. 

Even modest plans, 
like one to install 44 
video cameras near 
basilicas to help traffic 
cops keep tabs on pil- 
grims* progress, are run- 
ning months behind 


schedule. 

Much of the lateness 
was blamed on bureau- 
cracy in a country large- 
ly tangled in red tape. 

In the case of the 
underground garage, 
work had to be inter- 
rupted until a subcon- 
tractor furnished proof 
he had no ties to organ- 
ised crime, a require- 
ment for public con- 
tracts. 

The dismal report card 
is all the more striking 
considering that many 
of the more ambitious 
— and, critics say, more 
useful — projects were 
scratched from the orig- 
inal wish-list as unfeasi- 
ble within the deadlines. 

‘Traffic will be the 
same as before, and 
worse than before/* 
lamented Antonio 
Tamburrino. an engineer 
and environmentalist 


who advises the govern- 
ment. 

Among projects can- 
celled before they got 
started was a cross-town 
subway line to give 
Rome more than just the 
rudiments of under- 
ground transport and 
Romans a real alterna- 
tive to packed buses, 
snail-paced cars and 
motorbikes. 

Another project 
pitched in the wastebas- 
ket was meant to unclog 
the bottlenecked 

Tiberside roadway just 
as it passes near the 
Vatican. 

“For the pilgrims there 
will be indulgences, 
holiness, paradise. For 
the Romans, nothing 
remains,” said Giovanni 
Negri, whose Citizens' 
Group also keeps tabs 
on the holy year works. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Ukraine accused of muzzling media 
ahead of election 

KIEV (.AFP) — Journalists have been assaulted and 
media have come under intense political pressure in the 
Ukraine recently as part of a campaign to muzzle oppo- 
sition ahead of a presidential election, an international 
press rights group said Saturday. Reporters sans 
Frontiers (reporters without borders) made the accusa- 
tions in a statement which appealed to Ukrainian 
authorities to put an end to the “harassment” and 
ensure journalists' safety in the run-up to the October 
poll. Since the beginning of the year, four journalists 
have been assaulted and another detained, two opposi- 
tion newspapers have been closed down and wo inde- 
pendent TV stations have been pressured, the organisa- 
tion said. It called on European institutions to persuade 
Kiev to allow the Ukrainian media to cover the elec- 
tions objectively. Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) observers in 1998 said 
that genera! elections that year had beeD marred by vio- 
lence and an abuse of power and that the media had 
favoured certain parties. 

Four generations of a family 
killed in London house fire 

LONDON (AP) — A devastating fire tore through a 
home in northeast London Saturday killing seven peo- 
ple. including three young children. Scotland Yard said 
officers were treating the blaze at the Bellamy Road 
home in Chingford as suspicious, and had launched a 
murder investigation. The fire started at 01 00 GMT and 
completely destroyed the property. The victims, who 
have not yet been named, included a father, his 4-year- 
old twin daughters and his 2-vear-old son. police said. 
The children's grandmother and great-grandmother 
also perished, as did another woman, police said. One 
man escaped by climbing from a window. He was treat- 
ed at a London hospital for burns to his hands and 
released. “We are treating this as a murder." said detec- 
tive Supt. James More Sutherland of the Metropolitan 
Police. “This is a horrific attack on innocents. This is 
the worst I have seen in 31 years in the job." 
Sutherland refused to discuss a possible motive or 
media reports that a can of gasoline was found at the 
scene. “We are at the beginning of the investigation," 
he said. "We are in for a long haul." 

Singapore arrests hackers who 
revealed others’ passwords 

SINGAPORE (AP) — Two computer hackers were 
arraigned Saturday on charges of sending a programme 
to unwitting Internet users to record their key strokes 
and snag their log-in names and passwords, then post- 
ing them on a Web site. An student David Kok Tuck. 
22. and his unemployed friend Pang Soon Chen. 19. 
were arrested Friday and identified by government- 
controlled news media after their court appearance. 
They are charged with using a programme called 
Trojan horse to obtain the names and passwords for 17 
users of the Singnet Internet service provider and post- 
ing them on a Web site called Sicknet in the United 
States. After subscribers alerted Singnet to the exis- 
tence of the site, the company reported the matter to 
local police Wednesday. The police computer crime 
branch tracked down the suspects within 36 hours. 
They face sentences of up to five years in prison and 
15,000 Singapore dollars ($8,823) for gaining unautho- 
rised access to computer material and unauthorised dis- 
closure of access codes. 

Man takes wife and children 
hostage in Belgium 

GENT. Belgium (AFP) — A man. apparently drunk 
and armed, was holding his wife and two children, a 
four-year-old and an eight-month-old. hostage 
Saturday at Knesselaere. near the northern Belgian 
town of Gent, police said. The district was cordoned 
off and ambulances and police were at the scene as 
well as members of a special tactical unit. Officials 
were trying to persuade the hostage-taker to give him- 
self up. It was not known why the man was holding his 
family hostage. 

South African pupil 
shoots teacher dead 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — An 18-year-old school 
pupil shot and killed a teacher in front of a classroom 
lull of students. South African newspapers reported 
Saturday. The teenager shot teacher Andreas Werth, ^9 
m the head Friday, apparently in revense for beine 
expelled from the Townview high school in 
Krugersdorp. west of Johannesburg. Werth died later in 
hospital. Students told the Star newspaper that the 
kiUer pupil had been expelled two weeks ago and 
threatened to murder the teacher in revenge. But police 
spokesman Pauys Greyling iold The Citizen: “Nobody 
has any idea why Werth was shot. There had been no 
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Bodies of 
victims 
flown out 
from 
Uganda 

Kampala, Uganda (AP) 

In a subdued culmination to a 
tragic week, the bodies of eight 
foreign tourists killed by Hutu 
rebels in a Ugandan national 
park were flown out of the coun- 
try and began their journey 
home. 

The coffins bearing the 
remains of the tourists. Includ- 
ing two Americans, arrived 
early Saturday at London’s 
Gatwick airport. 

Before being put on the plane 
at Entebbe airport in the 
Ugandan capital of Kampala, a 
private flag-folding ceremony 
was held for the two Americans, 
Rob Haubner. 4$, and Susan 
Miller, 41 

Haubner and Miller were 
Oregon-based executives at the 
Computer Chip giant ImeL Like 
the other victims, they were vis- 
iting southwestern Uganda’s 
Bwindi National Park to see its 
rare mountain gorillas. 

The eight tourists were 
hacked and bludgeoned to death 
by Hunt Rwandan rebels who 
attacked three campsites 
Monday. Four rangers were also 
killed, and six other tourists 
managed to escape. 

The flags were given to the 
slain Americans' friends. Susan 
Studd and Bob McLaurin, nlw 
Intel employees, who survived 
the rebel attack and who accom- 
panied the bodies on the flight to 
Britain, said U.S. embassy pub- 
lic affairs officer Virgil Bodeen. 

Bodeen said they would take 
the flags to the victims' families. 
The other victims included four 
Britons and two New 
Zealanders. 
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The Ugandan government. 

!K 

W meanwhile, said it would make 


every effort to ensure the safety 

* 

of future tourists. 

•> 

The Ugandan army has imen- 

f.-r 

sified a joint manhunt with 

- i 

Rwandan forces to capture or 


kill the Hum rebels behind the 


attacks. 


Hundreds of troops are comb- 

'i - 

ing the dense jungles along the 


Uganda- Congo border looking 
tor the rebels. Fifteen rebels, 
■.ome wearing clothes stolen 
from the tourists, were killed by 
the troops Wednesday, Ugandan 
officials reported. 

"I can assure you we are doing 
everything possible so that this 
point of tourism is safe for 
everyone.” said Ugandan 
Foreign Minister Eriya 
Kategaya. Still, the rebels — 
Rwandans who are based in 
eastern Congo — may be diffi- 
cult to stop because of Congo's 
uncooperative government, 
Kategaya said. 

Kategaya met with the U.S. 
and British ambassadors Friday 
to express his country’s condo- 
lences. 

Meanwhile, an FBI team and 
detectives from Scotland Yard 
are working with Kenyan inves- 
tigators. Kategaya said he hoped 
the investigation might shed 
light on how the rebels had 
obtained such precise informa- 
tion about the campsites. 

•'Maybe there are some col- 
laborators within our popula- 
tion, because the attacks seemed 
to have been very precise and 
clear with prior information on 
the positions of the people and 
even the look of the place.” 
Kategaya said. 

He said he was unaware of the 
detention of a suspect, which 
had been reported in a govern- 
ment-owned newspaper 

Thursday. 

The Rwandan rebels were 
among Hutu fighters who fled 
Rwanda in 1994 after killing 
more than 500.000 minority 
Tuisis and politically moderate 
Hutus in a government-orches- 
trated genocide. 

Since then, they have been 
operating from bases in Congo, 
launching cross-border attacks 
in Rwanda and more recently 
inside Congo and in Uganda. 

Nancy Powell, the U.S. 
ambassador to Uganda, said a 
note that the rebels gave to an 
American surv ivor of the attack 
criticised the LLS. and British 
uovcmnienis for supporting 
Rwanda. 

She said it was signed with the 
acrony m ALIR- or the Rwanda 
Liberation Army, which put •« 
bounty on the heads ot 
American* in Rwanda in 199 a 
T he group has claimed responsi- 
bility for several rebel attacks m 
northwestern Rwanda in l^'t' 
and 1997. 
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Fire and rescue workers check through the wreckage of the Air France Boeing 747 freighter after It had crash and 
burst into flames at Madras, India. The freighter with faulty landing gear ploughed into the runway at Madras 
Saturday and soon burst into flames, senior aviation officers said. According to airport authority all Gve crew mem- 
bers were safe, although one was in hospital with broken bones ("Reuters photo) 

Air France cargo plane burns on India landing 

MADRAS (R) — An Air up smoke and then caught from Frankfurt was diverted to Indian authorities and asses 
France Boeing 747 freighter fire,” H.S. Khola. director-sen- Bomhav and a Swissair the cause of the fire. 


MADRAS (R) — An Air 
France Boeing 747 freighter 
said to have faulty landing gear 
ploughed into a runway at 
Madras Satuiday and soon 
after burst into flames. 

An air France official said all 
five personnel on board the 
747-200 freighter were safe, 
but an airport official said the 
plane had been gutted. 

‘Three crew members, a 
ground engineer and a cargo 
officer are safe. One has broken 
bones and is in hospital.” The 
accident occurred shortly after 
midnight (1830 GMT Friday) 
and the airport's main runway 
was closed until midday 
Saturday, an airports authority 
of India official said. 

The aircraft, purchased by 
Air France in 1978, had had 
some problems with its nose 
wheel about 2,130 metres after 
touchdown, said the airport 
official. 

“Probably the nose wheel did 
not extend. The aircraft threw 


up smoke and then caught 
fire," H.S. Khola. director-gen- 
era] of civil aviation, told 
Reuters. “Fire vehicles were 
then rushed to the aircraft, but 
they failed to extinguish the 
flames.” 

The airports authority official 
said the plane had burst into 
flames at tbe wings about 20 
minutes after touchdown as 
firefighters were attending to 
smoke coming from the fuse- 
lage. 

“The fire spread to the 
engines, which burst into 
flames, and the entire plane is 
now totally gutted.” the official 
said. 

Klrola said he had ordered an 
inquiry that would involve the 
directorate-general of civil avi- 
ation and Air France. 

Madras airport director 
Sudhir Kumar said 22 fli ghts. 
both international and domes- 
tic, had been affected as of mid- 
day by the runway shutdown. 

A Lufthansa passenger flight 


from Frankfurt was diverted to 
Bombay and a Swissair 
freighter from Singapore was 
diverted to Bangalore. 

The first 2,130 metres of the 
runway was reopened at 1234 
p.m. (0704 GMT), allowing 
Boeing 737s and Airbus A- 
320s to land, the airports offi- 
cial authority said. 

Airport officials hoped the 
full runway would be open late 
in the evening, he added 
Kumar said the Air France 
freighter had been carrying 66 
tonnes of cargo. He said he did 
not have details, but the plane 
appeared to be carrying some 
garments. 

An airport security official, 
who asked not to be identified 
said the plane was carrying 
medicines and machine parts, 
and that the medicines had 
been destroyed 
Air France spokesman Vinay 
Mohindra said a special techni- 
cal team would be sent from 
Paris later Saturday to assist 


Indian authorities and assess 
the cause of the fire. 

The flight originated in Paris 
and arrived in India via Jeddah 
in Saudi Arabia. It flew to 
Madras from the nearby Indian 
city of Bangalore and was 
bound for Karachi, Pakistan. 

The accident was Air 
France's fourth in the past yean 

All 43 passengers and 10 
crew on board a Boeing 727- 
200 belonging to Ecuador's 
military-nm Tame Airline and 
leased by Air France died on 
April 20, 1998, when the plane 
crashed into a mountain near 
Bogota soon after take-off. 

On Dec. 30, an Air France 
737-300 with 59 passengers 
landed safely at Lyon after los- 
ing a wheel soon after take-off. 

On Feb. 13. an Air Ranee 
Airbus A-320 landing at the 
southern French city of 
Montpellier collided with a 
glider, tearing off its right wing, 
but both craft touched down 
safelv. 


Notorious Khmer Rouge army chief captured 


PHNOM PENH ( AP) — Notorious 
Khmer Rouge array chief Ta Mok 
was arrested by the government 
array Saturday near Cambodia’s 
northern border with Thailand, 
according to senior Cambodian gen- 
erals. 

Ta Mok. known as "the butcher" 
because of his legendary brutality, 
was captured alone near the border 
and flown by helicopter to Phnom 
Penh. Defence Minister Tea Banh 
said. 

"Our troops arrested him today 
near the Thai border. We have taken 


him to Phnom Penh already." Gen. 
Tea Banh said. 

The one-legged guerrilla army 
chief was the last senior leader of tbe 
brutal 1975-79 Khmer Rouge 
regime at large. Mast of the guerril- 
las’ aging leadership have either died 
or defected to the government as part 
of Prime Minister Hun Sen’s strate- 
gy of destroying the rebel group. 

Khieu Sarnphan and Nuon Chea, 
two of late Khmer Rouge chief Pol 
Pot's top henchmen, surrendered in 
a December deal that has seen them 
avoid arrest for atrocities coramined 


during die group’s 1975-79 rule of 
Cambodia. 

However, military officials said 
earlier Sannday that Ta Mok was 
targeted solely for arrest and would 
not be offered a similar surrender 
deal. 

“We have nothing to negotiate 
with him. We are looting for him in 
order to arrest him — and castrate 
him as well,” Gen. Tea Banh said 
with a laugh. 

United Nations legal experts have 
recommended tbe creation of an 
international tribunal to uv senior 


Khmer Rouge for crimes against 
humanity, but the Cambodian gov- 
ernment says it favours the creation 
of a South African-style truth com- 
mission to investigate the brutalities 
of the regime. 

Tbe tactical communists enslaved 
Cambodians in crude fanning col- 
lectives in an attempt to create an 
agrarian utopia. As many as 2 mo- 
tion people ihed from the harsh con- 
ditions and bloody purges before the 
Khmer Rouge were ousted from 
power by the Vietnamese in a 1979 
invasion. 


Gusmao holds first known 
talks with pro-Indonesian 
Timorese leaders 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Xanana Gusmao. the jailed 
leader of East Timor's inde- 
pendence movement, held 
talks here Saturday with 
three opposing pro- 
Indonesian East Timorese 
militia chiefs, officials said. 

The unannounced meet- 
ing. in a second-floor office 
of the justice ministry in 
central Jakarta, came a day 
after both Gusmao and the 
militia leaders met with 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. 

But Clemento dos Reyes 
Amaral, secretary general 
of Indonesia’s National 
Commission on Human 
Rights, told reporters the 
talks were not a results of 
Albrighr's visit but had 
been planned "several days 
ago.” 

Gusmao’s meeting with 
the three hardline pro-inte- 
grationjsts — Domingo 


Poliearpo, Domingo Soares 
and Matheus Maia — were 
the first known between 
leaders of the two bitterly 
opposed sides in East 
Timor since Jakarta sug- 
gested it could give the ter- 
ritory independence. 

The talks started at 2:30 
in the afternoon and were 
continuing two hours later, 
an AFP reporter at the min- 
istry said. 

Since Jakarta announced 
in January that East 
Timorese could choose 
either broad autonomy or 
independence after 23 years 
of virtual military occupa- 
tion. tensions between pro- 
integrationists and pro- 
independence factions have 
escalated. 

Several people have died 
in clashes in East Timor 
and hundreds of Indonesian 
settlers and traders have 
been reported leaving the 


territory by ship in anticipa- 
tion that the choice will be 
for independence. 

Albright said Gusmao, 
who is serving a 20-year 
sentence here for armed 
rebellion, had told her he 
hoped to bring the warring 
factions together through 
dialogue and avert an esca- 
lation of the violence. 

He has also called for an 
international "presence” in 
East Timor during the tran- 
sition to either indepen- 
dence or autonomy to 
ensure a smooth transition. 

Indonesia invaded the 
former Portuguese colony 
of East Timor in 1975 and 
annexed it a year later in a 
move never recognised by 
the United Nations. 

Talks under U.N. auspices 
between Lisbon and Jakarta 
are scheduled to resume 
next week to finalise the 
autonomy proposal. 


Japanese minister to quit 
in Schwarzenegger scandal 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
justice minister is to resign 
early next week over an 
immigration blunder involv- 
ing his hero, U.S. movie star 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
news reports said Saturday. 

The 64-year-old minister, 
Shozaburo Nakamura, has 
decided to step down follow- 
ing allegations that he used 
his position to keep a docu- 
ment written by the U.S. star 
explaining his arrival here 
without a passport, newspa- 
pers said. 

Nakamura is tinder fire as 
parliament has been suspend- 
ed since opposition parties 
launched a boycott calling 
for his resignation. 

He is to meet Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuehi early 
next week and inform the 
premier of his intention of 
resigning. the Yomiuri 
Shirabun said. 

Obuehi is expected to 
accept iL the mass-circula- 
tion daily said. 

“The justice minister has a 
lot of trouble,” a senior offi- 
cial of the ruling Liberal 


Democratic Party (LDP) was 
quoted by the Yomiuri as 
saying. 

"He is going to resign, 
which is the best choice," the 
unnamed official said. 

Another senior LDP offi- 
cial told the Sankei Shimbun: 
"He cannot help but resign to 
calm down the confusion.” 

The two largest opposition 
parties, the Democratic Party 
and the Komei Party, agreed 
late Friday to jointly demand 
his resignation. 

Nakamura told reporters 
late Friday: "I want to think 
after seeing situations 
Monday." 

Schwarzenegger flew into 
Osaka in a private plane last 
October to attend a ground- 
breaking ceremony for a 
theme park. He reportedly 
explained his passport had 
been stolen when he could 
not produce a travel docu- 
ment. 

The American actor was 
allowed to enter Japan with 
special permission after he 
wrote the report 

But it took nearly half a 


year for the document to 
reach the justice ministry's 
department in charge of 
immigration, giving rise to 
suspicions that Nakamura — 
a confessed Schwarzenegger 
fan — had kept it as a keep- 
sake. 

The justice minister told 
parliament be had approved 
Schwarzenegger’s entry after 
seeing a faxed copy of the 
report and the original report 
reached his office much later. 

“I told my secretary to 
return it but it had apparently 
been left in the minister’s 
office,” said Nakamura, who 
became justice minister 
when Keizo Obuehi was 
elected prime minister last 
July. 

T and all in the family are 
Schwarzenegger fans,” he 
said. 

In January, Nakamura 
caused a storm when he sug- 
gested in a New Year’s 
speech ' to justice ministry 
officials that Japan should 
revise its anti-war constitu- 
tion to have a full-fledged 
military. 
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Fostlink wonts everyone to get o mobile line this year. So, during the month of March, Fastlink is giving lines 
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Rawabdeh’s tough task 

THERE IS near consensus that the top prior- 
ity for the government of Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh is to reform economy, which suf- 
fers stagnation, and to alleviate poverty and 
unemployment. Most governments in recent 
years have had similar mandates but failed to 
attain much in terms of reversing the tide of 
poverty and rising unemployment. The rea- 
sons for their failures are plentiful and range 
from external factors such as the deepening 
recession in the world economy, low oil prices 
and regional political instability. Would the 
new prime minis ter then succeed where all 
previous efforts failed? Does Rawabdeh have 
a magic wand to stimulate the slackening 
economy, reduce poverty and create employ- 
ment? 

Our economy is to a great extent part of the 
global and regional ones. As long as these two 
pass through a recessionary period, we should 
not expect the able Rawabdeh to work mira- 
cles. 

The Arab Gulf countries on which many pin 
hope for more investment in Jordan and 
improved trade face severe strains due to the 
dramatic drop in the price of oil. Some of the 
richest Gulf states have trouble balancing 
their own budgets. Foreign investment is still 
trickling into the country, but at a rate that is 
much below what is urgently needed. 

As long as the peace process is stalled, the 
climate for investment will continue to suffer 
as well. Prospects for better trade with the 
Palestinians depend on the goodwill of the 
Israeli government. If the peace process on 
the Palestinian-Israeti track were to receive a 
boost, that would create confidence and a bet- 
ter climate for trade and investment. 

On the other hand, much of our exports still 
need the openning of Iraqi market. Our 
industry needs to grow faster, but with mar- 
kets closed, there is very little industrialists 
can do. 

The lack of appropriate legislation is a fac- 
tor hindering investment. There is, of course, 
always room for further perfecting and refin- 
ing the existing laws, yet that in its own is not 
enough. We also need to create new markets 
and to diversify, especially by taking up the 
fastest growing industry, infotainment. 

This requires releasing the Jordanian edu- 
cational and creative potential through more 
liberal legislation, like a new press law that 
allows Jordanians to enter with full force the 
market of information and entertainment. 
There is a huge market in the Arab World, 
that knows no boundaries, for information 
and media entertainment. And there is an 
array of computer wizkids in the country and 
equally of artists, graphic designers, educa- 
tionalists and the likes of whom could turn 
Jordan into a centre of infotainment. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Taher Ad wan said that in recent years, Jordan has 
reached an advanced stage of political “maturity," and its nation- 
al Issues are no longer only debatable between society’s different 
powers or the government, thanks to die Hashemite leadership. 
In addition to this internal maturity, the Kingdom has witnessed 
openness from several Arab; and foreign parties, who have 
offered their political and economic assistance — a factor that 
will create a positive atmosphere in which to achieve economic 
success to help the country eliminate unemployment and other 
problems, added Adwan. Such positive signs both internal and 
external should be exploited to achieve the best for die country, 
and it is not an exaggeration to say that the situation is currently 
dependent on proper governmental polices and taking the “cor- 
rect" decisions, said the writer, who added that the only thing that 
worries Jordanians at this stage is the economic situation. 

A 1 Dust out’s Mazen Saket said Jordan’s recent efforts to achieve 
indepth political relations and solidarity with Arabs and to over- 
come earlier obstacles, have put an end to speculations about 
continuity, and the actual results of such Arab ties. Positive devel- 
opments have taken place in recent weeks with Syria and 
Kuwait, offer political and diplomatic relations with these states 
had been “cold.” said Saket. who added that important practical 
steps have been taken with respect to financial assistance. 
Jordanians praised and appreciated such support because it 
reveals political and economic directives that can help (be 
Kingdom overcome its obstacles and challenges, said the writer. 
Jordan’s location, economic capabilities and political challenges 
force it to seek strong relations with all “brothers” as it is the only 
way to meet these difficulties, according to Saket. Therefore, the 
Kingdom is required to deal with different points of view, which 
are sometimes contradictory at the national and international lev- 
els, he added. The writer said be believes that in order to main- 
tain such this important approach. Jordan has to find a “tough and 
complicated" formula to deal with a “divided” Arab situation, 
which yields to international plans and interests. 


Strong government needed to coordinate policy • 


JORDAN HAS just entered a new 
era. As far as Jordan is concerned, 
the 21st century has begun two 
years earlier than a traditional cal- 
endar would indicate. It is not that 
the world around us has changed, 
the change took place inside 
Jordan, through a transfer of 
power from one generation to 
another. 

Since the stage, we have just 
entered, is new for domestic con- 
siderations, it is only normal for 
the imperatives to stem mainly 
from issues inherited from the 
previous era. They will come by 
way of adjustment, correction, 
and meeting challenges and prob- 
lems as a pretext for a fresh start. 

Some analysts believe that polit- 
ical aspects should take priority. 
They cite the near stagnation of 
democracy, and the near failure of 
the peace process. Others believe 
that economic aspects are more 
urgent and deserve higher priority. 


They point out the meagre eco- 
nomic growth rate, the spread of 
poverty, the high unemployment 
rate, and the heavy debt burden. 

These two sets of priorities are 
by no means contradictory or 
mutually exclusive. True, the new 
regime may choose to start with 
the political issues or with the 
economic issues, but the two sets 
of issues go hand in hand. The 
diagnosis, planning, decision- 
making and implementation are 
not missions left for an individual 
to tackle full time. They are the 
responsibility of different institu- 
tions. Those in charge of the 
democratic process, and the rela- 
tions with Israel may have nothing 
to do with the current economic 
issues of the country, they hardly 
have an- economic role to play. 
Those institutions, on the other 
hand, who should worry about the 
restoration of economic growth, 
good management of external 


debts, poverty and alleviating 
unemployment are not responsi- 
ble for the political performance 
of the country and may have no 
political role to play. 

There is a sort of division of 
labour. The expression 
“Economic Ministerial Team” is 
now a household label. Perhaps 
we shall soon have what is to be 
called “Political Ministerial 
Team" and even an 
“Administration Ministerial 
Team” to deal with redundant 
staff, policies and regulations, 
promote transparency, and to 
wage war against corruption in 
both the public and private sec- 
tors. 

Overall responsibility to indi- 
cate the general direction, set the 
tone and coordinate ail efforts, 
remains on the shoulders of a 
strong central government, with a 
clear vision for the future, and full 
knowledge of exactly what should 
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be done. A government that pos- 
sesses the will .needed to move 
effectively, and enjoys frill sup- 
port from the King, the 
Parliament, and public opinion. 

In our case, it seems that little 
differences, if any. exist regarding 
the political, economic and 


administrative priorities for the 
new era. However, there are lots 
of ideas regarding the specifics 
and perhaps the personalities who 
should be entrusted with the mul- 
tiple mission. . 

The identification of objectives 
and ways and means to achieve 
them are admittedly of the utmost 
importance, but no one can under- 
estimate the importance ot the 
qualified individuals which 
should be charged with the heavy 
duty- This is evident by the Royal 
letters of designation addressed to 
new prime ministers, during the 
past decade, which used to list 
objectives and policies. 
Unfortunately, most of the gov- 
ernments could not rise to the 
level of the challenge and eventu- 
ally failed to reach the specific m 
goals they undertook to reach. 

Identification of priorities and 
objectives is necessary but not 
sufficient. 
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Race relations: No 
pattern, no golden 



rule 


By G wynne Dyer 

BACK IN 1979 director Walter HiH 
recalling the success erf ‘West Side Story’ 
(which transposed Shakespeare's ‘Romeo 
and Juliet' to 1950s New Yak City street 
gangs), made a clever film called The 
Warriors.’ The classical text he looted was 
much older; however Xenophon’s 
‘Anabasis,’ the story of 10,000 Greek 
mercenaries who were left stranded and 
surrounded by enemies 1500 km from fire 
sea after the prince they bad backed for the 
Persian throne was kflied in 401 BG 

As ‘Anabasis' told how die desperate 
Greeks fought their way through hostile 
tribes back down to the safety of the Black 
Sea, so The Warriors’ tells the story of a 
street gang from Coney Island fighting 
their way back home across New Yak 
Gty, with every other gang trying to kill 
them, after a meeting up in the Bronx goes 
terribly wrong. 

It was a stylish film with a great sound- 
track. But as an American friend pointed 
out to me, it contained one completely 
implausible element: the Warriors includ- 
ed whites, blacks, a Latino and even a 
native American Indian. 

Street gangs in America always consist 
of only one race a ethnic group. 

West Side Story* got it right; The 
Warriors’ got it wrong. Which is a 
depressing thought after a week that has 
seen a murder trial in Tfexas where die vic- 
tim was chosen at random because he was 
black, and the release of a report on the 
racial killing of a black youth in Loudon 
that bluntly describes the Metropolitan 
Police as ‘institutionally racist’ 

So you have to ask: are ‘Western’ soci- 
eties as a whole intrinsically racist? Is the 
best anyone can hope fa a ‘separate but 
equal’ society with little real crossing of 
the racial lines, or can white-majority soci- 
eties ever evolve into colour-blind multira- 
cial cultures? The answer depends not on 
how well-meaning elites think, but on the 
attitudes down in the broad bottom of tire 
society — so street gangs are relevant. 

To the best of my knowledge all the 
street gangs of America are still colour- 
coded. but consider England fa a 
moment. Soraets Town, quite near to 
where I live, is one of the most deprived 
districts of London: poverty, unemploy- 
ment, high crime rate, practically every- 
body living in public housing — and, of 
course, gangs. 

A Sited of mine who serves part-time 
as a magistrate tells me that a la of the 
cases he hears from Somers Town involve 
racial violence. But here’s the thing. & is 
not whites versus blacks. It is white and 
black kids in die same gangs, beating up 
Asian kids. 

It makes sense, in an ugly way: most 
black British have West Indian origins. 


‘You have to ask: 
are ‘Western’ 
societies as a 
whole intrinsically 
racist? The answer 
depends... on the 
attitudes down in 
the broad bottom 
of the society — so 
street gangs are 
relevant’ 

which means that they have the same 
English-speaking. Christian roots as most 
white British. Most Asians in Britain, by 
contrast, come from Hindu, Muslim, a 
Sikh families, and if recently arrived may 
not speak good English. 

Cultural differences set the Asians apart 
from their neighbours, and in some cases 
make them scapegoats fa the anger- of 
bored black and white kids who fed that 
they have no future. This is not a happy sit- 
uation, but it is a different situation from 
die United States. 

Cultural clashes are sometimes disas- 
trous, but they do not have the lunatic sim- 
plicity and immutability of race prejudice. 
In the longer term, moreover, the spectac- 
ular cultural differences that now prolifer- 
ate in Britain and other developed coun- 
tries with a high immigration rate will 
fade, as a younger generation grows to 
maturity and assimilation woks its usual 
miracle (or tragedy, depending on your 
point of view). 

The situation in France, which is usial- 
ly portrayed as a bodied of racial hatred 
(the anti-immigrant National Front wins 
up to 15 per cent of the vote in national 
elections), is even more instructive. The 
‘banlieus' surrounding big French cities 
include huge tracts of high-rise public 
housing where the government has 
dumped both the white underclass and 
most of the country's large immi grant 
population, and they are indeed overrun 
by gangs. 

To listen to rightwing French politicians 
ranting on the television, you would think 
that the gangs were an Islamic revolution 
in the making, but nothing could be fur- 
tfaer from the truth. Their members are 
tough and sometimes ala rmin gly well- 
armed kids who fight' rival gangs and 
swarm the malls in neighbouring banlieus 


on weekends, stealing everything they can 
cany away — but they are NOT defined 
by race a culture. 

A typical gang will contain white 
French kids, Muslim kids of Algerian and 
Moroccan origin, black Africans of both 
Christian and Muslim descent, and maybe 
some Turks and Yugoslavs. They are the 
kids who grew up in this particular cluster 
of tower-blocks — this ‘dte’ — and all the 
other ‘cites’ are enemy turf Again, it’s not 
a pretty situation, but it is Dot a racially 
charged situation at alL The Warriors 
could exist in France. 

What all this is telling us is that the his- 
toric pattern of race relations in the United 
States is not the inevitable template fix all 
other multiracial societies. Other coun- 
tries, wifii different histories and cultures, 
can end up in quite different patterns. 

ft may also be telling us that the cup is 
half-full, not half-empty, even in tire U.S. 
The Texas jury did convict die murderer of 
James Bird after all, and sentenced him to 
death. Stephen Lawrence's racist murder- 
ers in Loodoa will never be convicted 
because the police bungled the investiga- 
tion so badly, but at last an official inquiry 
has opened up die whole issue of a racist 
culture in the police force. 

And then there is the submerged nine- 
tenths of the iceberg: the soaring propor- 
tion of men and women from all racial 
groups who ‘many out’ in every Western 
counby. 

About 10 per cent of African-American 
males are married to white women, up 
from 2 per cent in their parents’ time . 
Thirty per cent of young British men and 
women of West Indian origin have a white 
partner: Some 60 per cent of Asian- 
Americans in their 20s are marrying 
somebody of another race. Give it one 
more generation, and the traditional racial 
categories will simply dissolve throughout 
the West 

The writer is a London based independent 
journalist whose articles are published in 
45 countries. 


Correction 


The Jordan Times would tike to dor- 
ify dud yesterday’s article concern- 
ing the . Senate’s approval of the 
amendment ofthe Queen Alia Fundi 
for Social peyelopment Law, to 
incorporate. * the new tide of M The 
Jordanian , * Hashemite Fund for j 
fiumm.ljevelopment,” was wrongly 
attributed. The basis for the article 
was the official statement made by 




sources. 


Letters to the editor 

UNICEF does its best 

WE, THE executive directors of UNICEF and the World 
Food Programme, together with the United Nations 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, wish to express our dis- 
appointment over inaccurate and unbalanced criticisms 
by Mddecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) of Operation 
Lifeline Sudan (OLS) and its efforts to provide humani- 
tarian assistance to the people of Sudan. 

Against a backdrop of a 15-year civil war. OLS has 
been working to save millions of lives by providing 
emer g e ncy food, medicine, and access to clean water. In 
a report released last week by MSF. OLS is accused of 
responding slowly to last year’s famine and has been crit- 
icised fa instances of food diversion. 

The issues raised are not new. and have been addressed 
over the past year by OLS. a consortium of U.N. and 40 
non-governmental organisations. 

In 1998, OLS members worked together to turn around 
the famin e and reduce malnutrition rates from a high of 
45-50 percent down to 10-15 percent in the most affect- 
ed areas. While many lives were lost because of war and 
resulting famin e, it is important to recognise that hun- 
dreds of thousands of lives were saved thanks to the 
emergency relief programmes of OLS and the generous 
support of the international donor community. 

No one should ignore, that the responsibility for the 
war and famine in south Sudan lies squarely with the 
waning parties. While we recognise that humanitarian 
aid is not an adequate replacement for diplomacy, we 
believe that our foremost responsibility is to save lives. 
OLS currently supplies emergency' aid to over 2.6 million 
of the most vulnerable. MSF’s recent statements indicate 
that they believe OLS should cease functioning until a 
perfect system for accessed distribution in Sudan is 
guaranteed. This is unrealistic. The result may be better 
consciences fa some, but for the people of southern 
Sudan, the inevitable result would be further loss of life. 

Increasingly, humanitarian aid is needed most in coun- 
tries tom by civil and political conflict. Issuing public 
statements of principle and halting aid to victims of con- 
flict may seem sensible. But most of us do not have that 
luxury. We have no choice but to save lives wherever we 
can. 

The overriding imperative is to continue with the diffi- 
cult but necessary humanitarian task, to negotiate with 
those who cause war on behalf of those who suffer from 
it — and. finally, to do our best to save innocent lives. 

Executive Director, Carol Bellamy 
Executive Director, Catherine Berttoii 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, Sergio Vieira de 

Mello 
UNICEF 
World Food Programme 
U-N- Office for Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs 


Letter of condolence 

AT THIS period of personal grief over the sad demise of 
His Majesty King Hussein. I thought of writing to His 
Majesty King Abdullah. Queen Noor and other members 
of the Royal Family to convey our profound grief and sor- 
row over the loss of a great statesman of the Muslim World. 
The presence of so many heads of state and governments 
testified to the greatness of the late King, and of course his 
presence in the Wye agreement, in spite of his poor health, 
has earned for him acclaim and gratitude not onlv from the 
Western and Arab World, but also from the Palestinians 
who have been struggling tor the last 50 odd years for their 
legitimate nghts. 

I bad the great honour of meeting the late King at a recep- 
tion hosted by the Pakistani president on whose staff I was 

When he came on a visit to 
PakKtan in 1969. I was wearing our Corps Blue Patrol 
Uniform Md the mail chain on my shoulders, seeing which 

T*™ 8 *? r 4Ah CavaI ry I presume” and 
shook my hand warmly. It is a scene which remains etched 

1 “ good fortune to visit AmnSS 

f tl ? eS b ? ve manv good Wends there. 

The funeral ceremonies as we watched on the television 

and 

To His Majesty King Abdullah, who has ascended the 

-. are iluia. all of us here including our prime minkrer 
who visited you recently, pray that AlmiffhtvAuti!™^ 

to care for your S ^nen “* - V0U 1,ve lon * 

Major General Iskander Karim 
Dhaka 

Bangladesh 

The Jordan Times welcomes 
lions from its readers on any issued J l 

Names can be withheld upon reoul^n.? 

special circumstances “ °" J 

and abridging. are Sub Ject tc 


# 
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Continuing arms row could spell end for Northern Irish peace 
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By Elaine Monaghan 

Reuferj 

“NOT A bullet. Not an ounce” is how 
the Irish Republican Army’s attach- 
ment to its guns and explosives has 
been expressed in West Belfast graffi- 

“Neyer again” screams a mural 
recalling the burning of Roman 
Catholic homes on Bombay Street, 
where people live in the shadow of a 
metal wall — part of a peace line 
which shields both communities in 
Northern Ireland’s main city from 
attack. 

To the rest of the world, demands 
that the IRA prove its commitment to 
peace by disarming, or decommis- 
sioning as it is known in the 
province’s peace accord, sound total- 
ly reasonable. 

But to the IRA, they are a cynical 
request to surrender on its knees, spit 
on generations of sacrifice by its kin 
and concede defeat when it sees itself 
as undefeated in a noble fight to unite 
Ireland and end domination by 
Protestants. 

The gulf drives a stand-off which is 
threatening the success of the Belfast 
Agreement signed on April 10 last 
year and has psychological, historical 
and political elements. 

It seems there is little room for 
manoeuvre in the run-up to March 10, 
the target date for a transfer of some 
home rule to Belfast, the setting up of 
all-Ireland bodies and votes on 
whether to exclude from power any- 
one who failed to honour commit- 
ments on disarmament enshrined in 
the peace accord. 

The peace deal, signed two days 
before Easter on Good Friday, which 
falls on April 2 this year, binds signa- 
tories to using all their influence to 
disarm guerrilla groups. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams and 
his chief lieutenant Martin McGuin- 
ness. the party’s contact man on a 
decommissioning body led by Cana- 
dian general John de Chastelain, have 
pledged to do all they can to remove 
all the guns from Irish politics — 


including those held by the party’s 
military wing, the IRA. 

But while most people remain opti- 
mistic that.no one will walk away 
from the accord, previous peace 
efforts have foundered on the very 
issue of IRA disarmament. 

“No one round here wants the IRA 
to decommission.” said one man on 
the doorstep of his metal-shuttered 
house on Bombay Street, voicing a 
fear in Irish nationalist areas that they 
will be left defenceless if the out- 
lawed organisation has no guns. 

The province’s Protestant leader 
David Trimble is in a tight spot. 
Under huge pressure, he has promised 
Protestants who. are tom into two 
camps by the accord that Sinn Fein 
■ will not sit in a new executive until 
the IRA starts disarming — though 
the deal only sets a completion date 
for the process of May 2000. 

His words are welcomed by Protes- 
tants on the other side of the peace 
line who will never forget the bombs 
that ripped through their community 
and distrust the IRA’s July 1997 truce. . 

"For every date the Republicans 
cast up, we have one of our own,” said 
May Blood, a community activist and 
member of the Women's Coalition 
Party who lives and works in the 
hardline Protestant heartland of the 
Sbankhill Road. 

She remembers the houses burning 
on Bombay Street — but she also 
remembers her family being petrol- 
bombed out of its own home, not to 
mention a horrific catalogue of bomb- 
ings inflicted on both communities at 
the height of the conflict. 

Sinn Fein is under pressure too. If it 
pushed for disarmament too soon, the 
IRA could rip apart. Republicans say. 

The last split spawned the real IRA, 
which killed 29 people with a car 
bomb in the market town of Omagh 
last August. 

And without its allies in the execu- 
tive, the IRA would see tittle hope in 
all-Ireland bodies which Adams has 
convinced them could be an embryon- 
ic united Ireland. 

Fears are rising that the disarma- 



A woman walks in front of a wall showing graffiti in support of Irish Republicans in a west 
Belfast housing estate. The graffiti, which is an angry response from the IRA to demands to 
start decomission ing their weapons, comes after British Prime Minister Tony Blair wrote in two 
leading Belfast newspapers that a start to decommissioning would do more to create confi- 
dence between the two communities in Northern Ireland than any other single step (Reuters 
photo) 


meat stand-off could bring the peace 
deal tumbling down, or worse still 
break the long-standing ceasefires if 
the IRA loses patience with the polit- 
ical process. 

The pro-British Loyalists on the 
other side of the 30-year conflict have 
also pledged to hold on to their guns, 
seeing themselves as defenders of 
their communities ■ from IRA vio- 


lence. 

But with just two representatives in 
Belfast’s new Assembly to Sinn 
Fein’s IS, there is less focus on the 
Loyalists. 

“It's a stand-off. If you don’t move, 
I won't move," is how Blood summed 
up the views of hardliners on both 
sides. 

“You can only hold people back for 


so long. The whole thing could col- 
lapse like a house of cards,” she said, 
though she was certain the violence 
would never hit the levels of past 
years. 

Her fear is that as the pressure rises, 
someone could make a mistake — 
and set off a new spiral of tit-for-tat 
violence. 

Ironically, many Loyalists and 


Republicans share a belief that the 
best solution to the problem which 
has dominated the political scene for 
months is simply to leave the guns to 
rot. 

“The best decommissioning agent is 
rust,” said Irish historian and writer 
Tim Pat Coogan, a leading IRA biog- 
rapher. 

“It’s an Irish solution to an Irish 
problem.” the Republican thinker 
added in an interview in which he 
warned that Trimble and the Irish and 
British prime ministers were messing 
with the ceasefires by pushing for dis- 
armament. 

Coogan noted that the men behind 
what is now Ireland’s ruling Fianna 
Fail Party simply left their guns in the 
ground. 

The latest embodiment of Irish 
republicanism sees itself as taking up 
where its Catholic kin in the South 
left off when they laid down their 
arms and picked up the reins of power 
in the Irish Republic at the island's 
partition in 1921. 

Much of the havoc in a conflict 
which claimed more than 3,600 lives 
was wrought by home-made weapons 
concocted using household objects 
and simple fertiliser which can be put 
back into action as quickly as they are 
destroyed. Coogan noted. 

“How do you decommission a jar of 
coffee?" he said. 

“Two men with shovels in a County 
Fermanagh farmhouse can make up a 
thousand pound bomb and if they hear 
the police may be coming, they can 
decommission that in a space of 12 
hours. Can you tell me this, how do 
you decommission shovels?” he said. 

To those who have not grown up on 
a daily diet of violence and intimida- 
tion, as many members of Northern 
Ireland's Catholic and Protestant 
communities have, the idea of holding 
on to guns when a peace accord is 
being put into place is anathema. 

But to Republicans, telling the IRA 
to disarm or forget its place at the 
power-hub of the new Northern Ire- 
land is like kicking a sleeping dog to 
see if it barks. 


A century of 
Zionism and 
the Jewish state 


Zionism over a Hundred 
Years 

Dr. Walid Al Khalidi 
Dar Al i\ ahar Publishing 
House 
Beirut 1998 
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Zionism over a Hundred 
Years covers four periods of 
Zionism: the first from the 
beginnings of Zionism in 
1S97 to" 1917. the second 
from 1 9 17 to 1948. The third 
period runs from 1948 to 
1967 and the fourth from 
1967 to 1997. 1897 is the 
year the Zionist Congress 
took place in Basle, Switzer- 
land. At that time Herzl. the 
father of Zionism, stated that 
the Jewish state would see 
the light in fifty' years. He 
also wrote a book in German 
titled Judensiaat (The Jewish 
state). The Zionist move- 
ment. according to the 
author, was originally a 
European Jewish one, the 
purpose of which was the 
immigration of Jews to 
Palestine for religious pur- 
poses. However, fundamen- 
talist religious Jews were 
against Zionism on the 
grounds that the collective or 
wholesale return of Jews to 
Palestine was dependant 
upon God and the coming of 
the Messiah. Herzl. however, 
succeeded in creating the 
Zionist movement which 
subsequently won the sup- 
port of secular Jews. It 
should be mentioned here 
that the idea of the creation 
of a Jewish state was not 
accepted by the Basle Con- 
gress which recommended 
instead the creation in Pales- 
tine of a 'home' for the Jew- 
ish people which would be 


secured by public law. 

The author also discusses 
European attitudes towards 
Zionism until the issue of the 
Balfour Declaration of 
November 2. 1917 by the 
British government, a docu- 
ment the Zionists came to 
rely on for the Jewish coloni- 
sation in Palestine. Secular 
Jews of Europe no longer 
objected to Zionism as a 
result of the Balfour Decla- 
ration, which removed the 
fear which lingered in their 
minds about dual loyalties: 
to the country in which they 
were living and a Jewish 
state. 

Khalidi argues that at the 
peace conference of 1919 
held in Paris after World War 
l Zionist leaders played an 
important role in confirming 
the Balfour Declaration as 
pan of the British Mandate 
over Palestine. 

From 1922 to 1948 Zion- 
ism achieved two purposes: 
laying the foundation of the 
Jewish state with the full 
approval and support of the 
British mandatory power 
politically, administratively 
and legislatively and estab- 
lishing that Jewish state itself 
in 1948. 

The third period, from 
1948 to 1967, sees the Jew- 
ish state firmly establishing 
itself. According to the 
author the Jewish state 
earned many advantages 
from the triple aggression of 
1956 (Britain. France, 
Israel). Subsequently. Israel 
occupied the whole of Pales- 
tine in 1967. The fourth peri- 
od. 1967 to 1997. is the peri- 
od of the expansion of the 
Jewish state and its hegemo- 
ny in the Middle East. 

The author firmly relaies 
Zionism and the Jewish state 
and vice-versa, and one can 
surely conclude that without 
the spread and force of Zion- 
ism in Europe and subse- 
quently in the U.S„ the Jew- 
ish state would not have 
been created. 

Zionism over a Hundred Years 
is currently only published in 
Arabic. 

Pascal B. Karmy 


An alternative and lucid guide to Jerusalem 
guaranteed to make you want to go 
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Living Stones Pilgrimage with 
the Christians of the Holy 
Land: A Guide Alison Hilliard 
and Betty Jane Bailey 
Cassell [London), 1999 
132 p., colour photos 

JERUSALEM IS a place of 
many superlatives and splendid 
human deeds inspired by faith, 
and this book is one more 
example of excellence that 
emanates from that holy city. 
This book is unlike any other 
available today. It is designed, 
as the authors say in their 
introduction, as both an intro- 
duction to the history, tradi- 
tions. and buildings of the main 
church denominations in the 
city, and as “alternative and 
more authentic way of explor- 
ing Jerusalem and its holy 
sites.” 

On both counts, it achieves 
its aims admirably, repeatedly 
startling the reader with fasci- 
nating facts of church history 
or traditions while also stimu- 
lating a strong desire to visit 
the many places mentioned in 
the text. More importantly, it 
provides a badly needed, factu- 
al and non -polemical affirma- 
tion of the rich human and spir- 
itual reality of the Christians of 
Palestine, who maintain a con- 
tinuous religious tradition 
going back to the days of 
Christ. One hopes that a similar 
book on Muslim traditions 
might also be produced soon, 
thereby giving visitors to the 
holy city a comprehensive pic- 
ture of its Christian, Muslim 
and Jewish dimensions. 

This is not a traditional guide 
book with detailed information 
and plans and drawings of 
sites. Rather, it is a general 
overview of and introduction to 
the Christian churches that are 
active in Jerusalem and Pales- 
tine, with detailed information 
on such things as tunes and 
places of services, special 
commemorations and cere- 
monies. and explanations of 
the most important traditions 
that one encounters in the 
city’s Christian shrines. 

Here, for example, you can 
learn more about the role of 
icons in Orthodox Churches, 
the symbolism of the Armenian 
priests' distinctive pointed 
hood head-dress, the church on 
the site where Christians first 
gathered in the decades after 
Christ’s death, the stunning 


frescoes in the Church of St. 
John the Baptist (probably the 
oldest in the city), and which 
monastery to visit if you want 
to say a prayer for St. 
Onupbrius, reputed to assist 
travellers by sea and those hav- 
ing trouble with court cases. 

Most people who buy and use 
this fine little book will also 
buy a traditional touristic guide 
that gives detailed information 
about the many historic and 
religious sites in Jerusalem and 
Palestine/Israel (I recommend 
Jerome Murphy-O’Connor’s 
excellent book for that pur- 
pose). In this volume, readers 
will learn about every denomi- 



nation and its churches and ser- 
vices, thus allowing for a more 
carefully planned visit to the 
holy city and its many spiritual 
sites. 

The information provided is 
just enough to explain basic 
points of relevance to the visi- 
tor and to stimulate the appetite 
for a visit to the city, while 
keeping the book small enough 
to be carried and read during a 
walk through the city. The sec- 
tion on the icons and candles 
used in Greek Orthodox ser- 
vices, for example, is typically 
well written, concise and satis- 
fying. It will forever enhance 
your visit to any such church. 

Some of the most useful 
information is of the practical 
variety — where to find the 
best religious bookshops, to 
buy authentic Palestinian hand- 
icrafts, to find accommoda- 
tions in church-owned pil- 
grims' resthouses. to interact 
with Palestinian Christians, 
and to attend church services in 
a variety of languages (includ- 
ing Aramean, the language spo- 
ken by Jesus Christ). Several 
walking tours are also outlined, 
with a combination of practical 
directions, best times of year 
and day to make the trip, and 
the spiritual significance of it 
all. 

These include the pilgrimage 
along the 14 stations of the Via 
Dolorosa (do your own trip or 
join the weekly trip led by the 


Franciscan monks of Jerusalem 
every Friday afternoon at 3 
p.m.), a walk down the Mount 
of Olives, and a Holy Week 
walk retracing the steps of 
Jesus' last days. 

The bulk of the book is very 
logically organised into sec- 
tions on the separate churches, 
the Garden Tomb and Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, “medi- 
tative pilgrimages" in 
Jerusalem and other parts of 
Palestine/Israel (Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Sea of Galilee), and 
brief sections on other towns 
and villages in Palestine, such 
as Gaza, Bir Zeit, and Taybeh. 
among others. 

The book finishes with men- 
tion and description of some 
annual celebrations, such as 
the Christmas and Easter Week 
festivities, commemorations of 
the Annunciation in Nazareth, 
St. George's Day celebrations 
at El Khadr village, and sever- 
al others. The last section of 
the book points you to good 
places to buy locally made 
handicrafts and souvenirs and 
to sources of further informa- 
tion on the living Christian 
communities of the Holy Land. 

This book was initially con- 
ceived as a project by the 
Jerusalem Liaison Office of the 
Middle East Council of 
Churches. whose director 
Harry Hagopian offers some 
information . on Palestinian 
Christians today in his wel- 
come remarks. He rightly 
makes the poim that one of the 
aims of this book is to stimu- 
late contacts between foreign 
visitors and the local Christian 
community, the “living stones 
who trace their roots to Jesus' 
disciples and to the Church of 
the First Pentecost.” 

One of the important but very 
subtle sub-themes that runs 
through the book is the idea 
that the moral dictates of Jesus 
Christ’s life and mission . 
should stimulate visitors to the 
Holy Land to ponder the suf- 
fering, needs and rights of the 
people who live there today. 
This idea is poignantly 
expressed in some of the per- 
sonal reflections by indigenous 
church leaders in the section on 
the Via Dolorosa, where each 
stop should prompt a pilgrim or 
visitor to reflect on what hap- 
pened there in the days of Jesus 
and on how people tod3y 
should react to the situation of 


.*"R — - 


"V 


Vs:**™- 


'■ ■ * . 

: JVITH THH CHRISTENS OF-TM HOLY LAND 


Alison Hilliard and Betty Jane Bailey 


v.*a GUIDE 


:!r X7 

;.i ■ \Y 

*i 



suffering that many suffpr 
today in the Holy Land. This 
very subtle idea comes through 
the text here and there, and 
reminds us that religion is at its 
best and most relevant when it 
stimulates people to live better 
lives and to make better soci- 
eties — when it prompts peo- 
ple to consider what they can 
do to alleviate suffering and 
injustice and promote right- 
eousness and peace on earth. 

The authors of this book are 
well equipped for their task. 
Alison Hilliard is Head of Reli- 
gious Programmes for the BBC 
World Service and has lived in 
Jerusalem, while the Rev. Betty 
Jane Bailey has lived for years 
in Bethlehem as a representa- 
tive of the United Church of 
Christ U.S. 


The book was produced in 
collaboration with the 

Jerusalem Liaison Office of the 
Middle East Council of 

Churches, and is beautifully 
illustrated by the colour pho- 
tographs of Garo Galbandian. 
It was officially launched in a 
ceremony in Jerusalem last 
week, and is available in book- 
shops there. 

I recommend it without hesi- 
tation to people of all faiths. 
Read it ‘before you next go to 
Jerusalem, and it will enrich 
your visit to the city and also 
expand your appreciation of 
the human and spiritual her- 
itage that defines that very spe- 
cial place and its remarkable 
people. 

Rami G. Khouri 








8 Economy 


Jordan Times, Sunday, March 7, 1999 


New finance minister spells out 
Lebanon’s economic malaise 


U.S. warns Japan to avoid deflation, 
shoulder burden of global growth 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese economy is 
plagued by billions of dol- 
lars in public debt, a deep 
real estate crisis and expen- 
sive production costs, the 
country's new finance min- 
ister, Georges Corm. said in 
an in-depth interview 
recently. 

“The black spots are the 
public debt and the real 
estate crisis, in addition to 
expensive production costs 
... that cannot even meet 
regional competition." 
Corm told the French-lan- 
guage magazine “Le Com- 
merce du Levant.” 

‘The immediate objective 
is to stabilise the debt rela- 
tive to expenditures and 
bring it down over the next 
five years from 11 5 per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) to 80 per cent,” he 
said. 

The Lebanese economy 
has been reeling under a 
yawning budget deficit of 
22 per cent of GDP and a 
public debt of $18 billion 
piled up since the $18 bil- 
lion rebuilding process was 
launched after the 1975- 


TOKYO (AFP) — An eco- 
nomic recovery in East Asia is 
still ‘Very, very fragile,” even 
though another wave of finan- 
cial turbulence is unlikely, a 
senior World Bank executive 
has said. 

“Economic recovery is very, 
very fragile and one should 
avoid any complacency,” said 
Jean-Michel Severino, the 
World Bank's vice president 
for Asia-Pacific. 

“The task ahead is very 
important,” he told a news 
conference in Tokyo. 

“One is seeing some signs 
of economic recovery in the 
region and some sign that the 
external situation has sta- 
bilised," he said after three 
days of meetings in the Japan- 
ese capital with the bank's 
country directors from across 
die region. 

Two crucial points, he 
noted, were the future of the 
Japanese economic situation 
and the prospects of growth in 
China. 

This fragility, however, does 
not mean the countries rocked 
by the crisis in 1997 could 
face another wave of financial 
turbulence. 

“This is unlikely but we are 
living in a very dangerous 
world as recent events in Rus- 
sia and Brazil have demon- 


1990 civil war. 

The U.S. financial com- 
pany Merrill Lynch has 
urged the government to 
raise taxes, currently levied 
at just nine per cent of GDP, 
in its budget due by mid- 
March. 

Merrill Lynch, which has 
handled much of the gov- 
ernment’s Eurobond issues 
since 1994, also urged 
faster privatisation of state- 
owned firms. 

“The budget should 
include an explicit commit- 
ment concerning tax hikes, 
the introduction of value 
added taxes, which is an 
important source of rev- 
enue. and privatisation,” 
said the firm in a report in 
BeiruL 

Corm said privatisation, 
which will help the govern- 
ment fight the economic 
crisis, was feasible in 
Lebanon because state 
agencies are not numerous. 

“There are no set agendas 
or dates but everything will 
be carried out in total trans- 
parency," said Corm who 
has a solid reputation as an 
economist. 


strated and one has to stay 
extremely prudent," Severino 
said 

“The only insurance for 
those countries is the depth 
and the bullness of their struc- 
tural reform programmes," he 
said. ‘They have started well 
in many countries but a lot 
remains to be done and we are 
encouraging the countries to 
focus on their programmes.” 

Severino noted the impor- 
tance of restructuring the 
financial and industrial sec- 
tors, as well as following 
“good macroeconomic poli- 
cies.” 

He also insisted on the need 
to improve social safety nets 
as a way of coming out of the 
crisis. 

The director for Thailand, 
Jayasankar Shivakumar, for 
example, said “Indicators 
show that the recession has 
bottomed out but that recov- 
ery has yet to happen.” 

There would be “very small 
grow* this year but when 
exactly recovery wffl pick up 
is very difficult to assess,” he 
added. 

In South Korea, “confi- 
dence has been returning,” 
said the country director M.G. 
Sriram Aiyer. But he admit- 
ted: “The real economy 
restructuring has only begun." 


Corm announced plans to 
raise state income by five 
per cent in the 1999 budget, 
as “there is no hope of 
reducing expenditures, 
because 80 per cent of the 
budget goes on debt servic- 
ing and salaries.” 

“First, we should improve 
tax collection as 70 per cent 
of the 245,000 tax payers 
do not declare their rev- 
enues and 72 per cent of 
companies declare losses,” 
he said. 

“We will also start pro- 
gressively to introduce a 
value added taxation sys- 
tem and to abolish customs 
(60 per cent of revenues) to 
be able to join the World 
Trade Organisation and the 
Euro-Mediteranean part- 
nership,” be said. 

Conn said the Lebanese 
economy had been in a 
depression since - 1995 
when the euphoric inflow 
of capitals, massively 
invested in the real estate 
and financial sectors fol- 
lowing advances in the 
middle East peace process, 
withered away. 

Lebanon’s annual growth 


"Only now as big firms 
restructure, unemployment 
win continue to rise ” he said. 

It was now crucial to have a 
“contract between labour and 
government so that peace 
remains ," he said. In addition 
South Korea was relying on 
strong demand from overseas 
for its products. * 

Meanwhile, the findings of 
an Asia Society poll of 
investors showed that Asia’s 
financial crisis win continue 
until the mkkfle of next year. 

But the survey of Asian and 
U.S. investors also, found the 
crisis presented good invest- 
ment opportunities, said the 
society, a non-profit institution 
dedicated to fostering ties 
between Americans and the 
Asia Pacific. 

Partial results of the Asia 
Society survey showed the 
“question of recovery is still 
foremost in most peoples' 
mind,” said Urban Lehrer, 
executive editor of the Asian 
WaH Street Journal, which 
cosponsored the poll. 

Fifty-three per cent of the 
505 respondents believe that a 
good time to invest in the 
region would be in the next 
three to six months, with 37 
per cent saying they have 
already starred planning for 
the expected upturn, he stud. 


went down from seven per 
cent in 1 994 to two per cent 
last year because about $9 
billion were frozen in 
deluxe properties and due 
to high annual interest rates 
on treasury bonds of 
between 16 and 22 per cent, 
he said. 

Corm accused the succes- 
sive governments of former 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
(1992-1998) of burdening 
die country with a “chronic 
budget deficit, waste of 
public funds and declara- 
tions with overestimated 
expenditures." 

He said the country's debt 
has grown largely because 
of the expensive recon- 
struction policy carried out 
by Harm, who was also the 
main drive behind - the 
launch of Solidere, 
Lebanon’s largest company. 

Shares of solidere, the 
real-estate joint-stock firm 
entrusted with rebuilding 
war-ravaged downtown 
Beirut, have been facing 
pressure since Hariri's 
departure last November. 


“It's true that investors do 
not think that by and large, 
Asia’s difficulties are over 
yet,” Lehrer told a news con- 
ference here coinciding with 
an internati onal business 
forum. 

“People don’t think it’s over 
now. But the great majority of 
investors, almost everyone, 
thinks it will be over by tire 
middle of next year;” be said. 

However, a majority of 
investors have already begun 
scouting for investment 
opportunities in the region, 
with 52 per cem picking up 
China as the most promising 
country. 

Thailand, South Korea, Sin- 
gapore and Philippines fol- 
lowed closely behind. Japan, 
Malaysia, Hoag Kong and 
Indonesia were less attractive 
to investors, the survey 
showed.* 

Asia Society President 
Nicholas Plan said liberalisa- 
tion policies, including pulling 
down tariff barriers, should be 
continued despite the crisis. 

T see it as a net plus, 
although some companies 
may have felt the pinch in tar- 
iff regulation,” Plan, a former 
U.S. ambassador to tire Philip- 
pines, said 


TOKYO (AFP) — U.S. 
Deputy Treasury Secretary 
Lawrence Summers has 
warned Japan its economy 
appears to be worsening and 
it must avoid deflation. 

Summers told the National 
Press Club of Japan it was 
critical that Tokyo recognises 
“the goal of price stability” 
includes “the responsibility to 
avoid deflation.” 

He said: "The government 
will need and appears deter- 
mined to ensure the promised 
fiscal stimulus is fully imple- 
mented and sustained over 
the next few years.” 

But the boost delivered by 
Tokyo's economic rescue 
packages “should and I hope 
will be accommodated by 
monetary policy,” said the 
senior U.S. financial official. 

“And it wfll be important to 
think creatively about the 
best use of all the tools of 
macroeconomic policy,” he 

Official figures showed 
Japan's consumer prices fell 
05 per cent tnorrth-on-month 
in January. 

For the Bank of Japan. 
Summers said, T believe that 
monetary policy choices 
going forward can have quite 
consequential effects for eco- 
nomic performance.” 

Last month, the Central 
Bank of Japan, under intense 
lobbying from Tokyo to ease 
monetary policy, said it 
would guide the overnight 
call rate — at which banks 
lend to each other — to 0.15 
per cent or lower, from 0.25 
percent 

But it rejected calls for 
more government bond pur- 
chases. 

The Japanese government 
was alarmed at the rise in 
bond yields, which peaked on 
Feb. 3 at 2.440 per cent, the 
highest since June 1997, and 
the damage higher interest 
rates could wreak on business 
and banks. 

Noting Tokyo’s economic 
rescue efforts. Summers said 
“it has nonetheless been trou- 
bling that ... if anything the 
uncertainties facing the econ- 
omy have increased and 
growth forecasts have been 


MEXICO CITY (AFP) — 
Unemployment across Latin 
America in 1999 is likely to 
rise to record levels due to a 
regional economic recession, 
the International Labour 
Organisation (TLO) has said 
In a report released here the 
ELO estimates that unemploy- 
ment in 1999 will reach a 
record 95 per cent — shatter- 
ing the previous unemploy- 


re vised further downward.” 

The senior U.S. official 
warned that global growth, 
aside from being tilted 
towards the risk of slow- 
down , was unbalanced with 
tiie United States running full 
tilt. 

“United States imports 
from emerging Asia, for 
example, rose by close to $ 12 
billion last year, as compared 
with a nearly $20 billion 
decline in Japanese imports 
from these countries,” he 
said 

Washington would do 
everything possible to main- 
tain growth, Summers 
promised. “But we cannot 
assume that the global econo- 
my will be able to fly perma- 
nently on a single engine.” 

Asked about the Japanese 
government’s official fore- 
cast 05 per cent economic 
growth for the next fiscal 
year starting April 1, the 
deputy treasury secretary 
noted that most private fore- 
casters expected contraction. 

T hope that perhaps the 
government's more opti- 
mistic forecast may reflect a 
conviction about policies that 
can be carried out of the 
course of the year ... that have 
not yet been announced” 
Summers said 

Such policy plans could not 
be reflected in private fore- 
casts, he said 

But “my concern is great 
because I think it is an enor- 
mously important issue that 
Japan achieve economic 
growth.” 

“Certainly the available 
forecasts suggest that the 
establishment of a foundation 
for sustained growth on 
which can rely is a task that 
has not yet been fully com- 
pleted,” Summers added. 

At a later meeting. Bank of 
Japan Governor Masaru 
Hayarai told Summers the 
bank would refuse to buy 
new government bonds to 
help bring down long-term 
interest rates, a central bank 
official said 

‘There was no request in 
the first place from Summers 
for the Bank of Japan's 
underwriting of new govern- 


ment record of 8.7 per cent set 
in 1983. 

In 1998, regional unemploy- 
ment was at 8.4 per cent, up 
from 7.2 per cent in 1997, 
according to the report 

Latin economies need to 
grow at an annual rate of 
between five and six per cent 
to absorb the regional labour 
pool. But this is an unreach- 
able short-term goal, accotd- 


ment bonds or bond purchase 
operations” in the money 
mar ket, a central bank official 
said 

‘The Bank of Japan just 
explained to him about how 
we have and plan to canv out 
our own monetary policies, 
the official said 

Meanwhile, Japan's key 
economic advisory panel to 
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi 
has outlined a 10-year recov- 
ery plan for the country's 
economy struggling in the 
worst postwar recession, 
government officials said. 

The proposal was made in a 
final report to the premier by 
the Economic Strategy Coun- 
cil comprising business lead- 
ers and scholars after seven- 
month discussions, the offi- 
cials said. 

The panel's three-step strat- 
egy called for the govern- 
ment's focus on dispelling 
problems originating in the 
investment boom during the 
speculative bubble economy 
through early 1990s, they 
said. 

The advisors warned 
Japan's economy was still 
weighed down by non-per- 
forming bank loans and debts 
resulting from heavy invest- 
ments even nearly a decade 
after the asset-inflated bubble 
economy collapsed 

Tokyo needed to lay the 
groundwork for a fully- 
fledged recovery by resolv- 
ing such long-held problems, 
the panel urged 

The panel recommended 
that Obuchi's cabinet begin 
tackling the government s 
huge debts in the second step 
by reducing fiscal spending 
for economic stimulus mea- 
sures. 

The centra] bank should 
keep its easy monetary poli- 
cies to assist the economy's 
return to a growth path during 
this reform stage, the final 
report said 

Japan can target an annual 
economic growth of two per 
cent in the fiscal year to 
March 2002 by implement- 
ing the recommended 
reforms, it said. 

In the final step, the panel 
expected the government to 


ing to the report. 

Instead, economic policies 
in many Latin nations that pri- 
oritise high interest rates and 
tight credit are likely to result 
in slow economic growth and 
fuel inflation in 1999, accord- 
ing to the report. 

Economic recession in turn 
makes Latin America unat- 
tractive to foreign investors, 
and as a result many Latin 


revamp its deficit-ridden fis- 
cal finances by balancing key 
expenditures with revenues 
and stepping up structural 

reforms. 

Japan should be then ready 
for a full-scale economic 
recovery' in 10 yeais. the 
panel said 

Obuchi welcomed the 
panels report and vowed to 
implement as many recom- 
mended measures as he 
could 

“The report I received 
today, ‘Strategies for Reviv- 
ing Japanese Economy.* out- 
lines the direction and princi- 
ples of medium- and long- 
term economic manage- 
ment" Obuchi said in the 
panel's meeting. 

“I am receiving the report 
as precious advises and move 
ahead with my economic 
management" the premier 
said 

“I will tell each minister my 
intention as such when the 
report is submitted to the cab- 
inet and encourage them to 
start with what they can 
implement** he added. 

The report called for a 
“drastic turnaround" in the 
central bank's stance towards 
monetary policies to assist 
the recovery effort. 

It proposed that the Bank of 
Japan takes “all possible 
measures" such as increased 
purchases of government 
bonds as part of the bank’s 
daily market operations to 
hall excessive rises in long- 
term interest rates. 

The panel, however, was 
against the central bank’s 
buying of new government 
bonds, an idea supported by 
many lawmakers as a way to 
bring down interest rates. 

Hayami repeatedly rejected 
the pressure to buy new 
issues of stale bonds which 
the government would 
depend on to help finance the 
national budget in the new 
fiscal year from April I. 


nations are likely to have trou- 
ble meeting foreign debt pay- 
ments. 

This could lead to major for- 
eign bail-out packages to 
avoid a regional economic 
collapse, the report said 

On average, in 1998 Latin 
economies grew 2.3 per cenL 
less than half the growth rate 
from 1997. according to the 
fl-O. 


Recovery in East Asia still Very, 
very fragile’ — World Bank official 


ILO: L. American unemployment to rise to record 
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THE Daily Crossword Ecited by Wayne Robert Wiffiams 


ACROSS 
1 Rocky outcrop 
4 Transfer image 
9 Frown 

14 Tankard filer 

15 Greek market 

16 Collar 
extension 

17 Sobriquets 

19 University of 
Maine town 

20 Advocates of 
currency reform 

22 Composer 

Saint- 

23 'Just the way 

Ybu " 

24 Pioneer 
filmmaker 
Browning 

25 Part of Q.E.D. 

26 Humorist 
Cleveland 

29 Millennia 

30 Ray pan 

31 Declare 

32 D.C. old-timer 
34 Advocates of 

naiivism 

40 Mandela's ory. 

41 Adam's 
grandson 

42 Debt letters 

43 S. American 
rodent 

46 Messenger for 
Standlsh 
46 Dial control 
46 Expert 

50 Fuss 

51 Marsh grasses 

52 Advocates of 
prograssJvtsm 

57 Run the show 

58 Stoneworks 
GO Aired again 

61 Follow In order 

62 Dine 

63 Derisive noise 

64 Tractor maker 

65 Mrs. in Madrid 

DOWN 

1 Sun bather's 
aim 

2 Ruling clique 
member 

3 Produce anew 

4 Copenhagen 
populace 
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By Matthew Higgins 

Concord, NH 

5 Alaska’s first 
governor 

6 Search 
carefully 

7 District 

8 Indian sailor 

9 Incline 

10 Mia- 

11 City north of 
Lisbon 

12 Continued 

13 British 
insurance 
syndcate 

18 DaRy Planet 
reporter 

21 Inert gaseous 
element 

22 Resting spot 

26 Tropical fruit 

27 Cut the lawn 

26 Possessed 

29 Actor Wallach 

31 Columnist 

Landers 

33 Exclamations 
of i 

35 Jay 

36 Stogie 

37 Gay_ 
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38 Blimp name 

39 U-boats 

43 Highland- 
games poles 

44 Keen insight 
451tedemark 

fastener 
47 Appeared 
threateningly 


48 Deborah of film 

50 Catkin 

51 hfindu queen 

53 Regan's father 

54 Reasonable 

55 Caesar's 
existence 

56 Decant 
59 RR stop 
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THE BETTER HALF* 


By Giasbergen 



“My sister met a great guy, but 
shes decided not to marry again. 
This time she s just going to lease." 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argkton 
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£1°* f l rran ge the circled fetters to 
form me surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, March 7, 1999 



Three per cent growth rate for 
this year seen unrealistic 


*.* COMMENTING ON the pos- 
sibility of achieving a three per 
cent economic growth this year 
the secretary general of the 
Jordanian Communist Party said 
there is no indicator to support 
that possibility and, until now, a 
number of indicators point to a 
probability of weak growth. 
Munir Hamarneh, the secretary 
general who is also £ professor 
°£ economics ^ at the University 
of Jordan, attributed his expecta- 
tion of weak growth to weak 
investments in productive sec- 
tors, the existence of huge and 
continued trade deficit and the 
absence of a climate capable of 
lifting the country from the 
deepening recession. 

Hamarneh saw the policies, 
affecting the volume ot invest- 
ments, “operating in an opposite 
direction as the rise in sales tax 
leads to higher production costs 
and, consequently, weakens the 
capabilities of our industries to 
compete." He indicated that the 
main element to achieve srowth 
lies in instigating local demand 
which cannot materialise unless 
individual incomes are raised 
and internal investment opportu- 
nities become available by low- 
ering interest rates on credits. 
“The present indicators confirm 
weak growth unless there are 
some surprises," Hamarneh con- 
cluded. 

Economic analyst Mazen Marji 
described the talk about growth 
rates as “far from reality” saying 
that the “series of misleading 
and covering up on real data was 
continuing from one government 
to another." He expressed hope 
that capable officials would be 
brought to face realities in an 
indication that a three per cent 


fi 


rowth rate cannot be achieved, 
arji said the highest growth 
rate expected for 1998 does not 
exceed 1.4 per cent even before 
taking into consideration the 
inflation rate which is more than 
four per cent and the population 
growth which is no less than 2.7 
per cent. 

The analyst casted doubt over 
the credibility of the Tarawneh 
government for announcing that 
the economic reform programme 
was completed and then 
announcing a new three-year 
programme described as ‘‘nation- 
al.” He went on to criticise the 
previous government for hinting 
that the Social Productivity 
Programme would be completed 
by soft loans from the World 
Bank and then “being surprised 
that the bank would only be 
financing refugee camps through 
high interest loans." 

Furthermore, Marji said, “the 
(Tarawneh) government did not 
take any precaution for an 
increase m trade deficit and thus 
placed itself at the mercy of 
external circumstances." 

Marji explained that none of 
the local investment sectors was 
“moving" and that the volume of 
investments coming from abroad 
was weak. Stressing that the man 
on the street did not reap any of 
the fruits of peace he asked: 
“Where were will growth come 
from?.” 

Nabil Wahbeh, a senior banker 
at the Jordan National Bank, said 
talk about a three per cent 
growth rate is exaggerated. “I 
clon't believe it reacned one per 
cent last year,” Wahbeh stressed 
(Al Arab A1 Yawm). 


Experts: Millennium bug may disrupt world trade 


MANILA (Agencies) — 
There will be no fallin g ' 
planes and sinking ships but 
mass transport disruptions 
resulting from the 
Millennium bug computer 
glitch could severely affect 
world trade, experts have 
warned. 

“The big issue here would 
be more on the lines of grid- 
lock, meaning that for big 
shipping companies, they 
may not be able to ship from 
pan of a specific country to 
another,'* said Deborah 
Sehaibly of the U.S.-based 
Madamme Millennium 
Consulting Inc. 

“The damage is going to 
take an entire range, where- 
by in some areas you may 
have minimal problems 
while in some the problems 
will be totally devastating," 
Sehaibly told an interna- 
tional conference here. 

Her company's clients 
include leading shipping 
companies engaged in coal 
and grain transport. 

The expert said major 
transport infrastructure, 
especially in advanced 
economies, rely heavily on 
computer systems that plot 
routes, traffic and destina- 
tions. 

While a majority of trans- 
port firms have begun 
putting in place contingency 
measures, “there is not 
enough time" to completely 
counter the problem, 
Sehaibly said. 

Ricardo Valderaraa, chief 
executive officer of a risk 
management consultancy in 
the United States, said pro- 
ject managers assigned by 
firms to terminate the so- 
called Millennium bug 
often complained of “limit- 
ed amount of authority" in 
dealing with the problem. 

It has been found that 
fewer than 14 per cent of all 
(such) projects in the United 


States are completed on 
time, he said. 

He advised companies to 
provide a “realistic range” 
of deadlines to arrive at 
solutions against the glitch, 
also known as Y2K, which 
will start impacting on older 
computer systems less than 
10 months from now. 

Sehaibly said widespread 
fears that planes would fall 
off the skies and ships 
would be lost at sea due to 
computer glitch had no fac- 
tual basis, stressing that 
there was a “very slim 
chance” of it happening. 

'This is not realistic 
although it has shock value 
to it.” she said. “Banks will 
not lose your money, planes 
will not fall off and ships 
will not be lost on high seas. 
There are going to be glitch- 
es and ups and downs along 
the way but that does not 
mean the world is coming to 
an end." 

Older-generation comput- 
ers are programmed to read 
only the last digits of date 
and may not be able to dis- 
tinguish the year 1900 to the 
year‘2000. 

There have been wide- 
spread fears this could ulti- 
mately lead to massive dis- 
ruptions on sensitive sectors 
including finance, trans- 
portation and even govern- 
ments. 

Sehaibly said nothing 
should be left to chance, 
stressing that firms “need to 
make sure that their busi- 
nesses are safe, their 
employees are safe.” 

She urged companies to 
plan ahead and give priority 
to issues concerning the 
problem and ensure that 
contingency measures are in 
place during system break- 
downs arising from Y2K 
problem. 

“If you lose one ship of 
coal that is one issue, but if 


you lose a ship full of peo- 
ple is another one far greater 
than the first,” she said. 

“The real danger is that 
this will result to production 
slowdowns and gridlocks, 
economic losses and legal 
liabilities to companies" 
that failed to put in place 
measures to combat the 
problem, she added. 

The chief organiser of the 
international conference on 
the problem said the total 
cost of tackling the 
Millennium bug, including 
legal fees resulting from 
lawsuits, is expected to 
mount to SI. 3 trillion. 

Amable Aguiluz, who also 
heads the Philippines’ effort 
to address the Y2K bug, 
said global agencies should 
be put on alert to be ready to 
assist countries and sectors 
vulnerable to the bug. 

Aguiluz said a U.S.-based 
computer consultancy 
agency, the Gartner Group, 
had estimated it would cost 
some $600 billion to con- 
vert computer systems so 
they can overcome the bug. 

Legal fees from lawsuits 
over the bug could rise to 
$700 billion, he told a news 
conference here. 

Aguiluz warned that even 
this figure was rapidly 
increasing as the cost of 
computer programmers 
charged with making com- 
puters Y2K-compliant had 
been steadily rising ahead of 
the new Millennium. 

Meanwhile, a U.S. Senate 
panel has warned that the 
year 2000 computer bug 
may set off civil unrest in 
poor countries, undermine 
economic growth in Asia. 
Latin America and Africa, 
and disrupt global trade in 
oil and other commodities. 

It added that while there 
was a low probability of an 
accidental nuclear weapons 
launch, missile systems in 


other countries could mal- 
function and terrorists, tak- 
ing advantage of weakened 
security, could strike next 
Jan. 1. 

But Robert Bennett, chair- 
man of the Senate’s special 
committee on the computer 
problem, said U.S. intelli- 
gence services would be 
ready. 

“The U.S. military may 
experience some minor dis- 
ruptions,but its mission-crit- 
ical, war-fighting capability 
will not be compromised," 
he told a news conference 
after releasing the panel’s 
report. 

The problem is that many 
computers as now config- 
ured cannot recognise the 
year 2000. If not fixed 
many computers will read 
“00" as 1900. That could 
cause many computers to 
crash or malfunction come 
Jan. 1, 2000. 

Within the Linked States, 
Y2K disruptions could be 
minimised Bennett said. 

The committee said the 
most serious computer 
problems would likely 

strike other countries next 
Jan. 1. 

“There is a low to medium 
probability of terrorist 
exploitation of Y2K. 

However, we must remain 
vigilant in case some of our 
security systems malfunc- 
tion." Bennett told senators 
at a closed-door briefing. 

“There is a medium prob- 
ability of economic disrup- 
tions that will lead to civil 
unrest in certain sectors of 
the world, particularly 
where their economies are 
already fragile or there is 
political uncertainty." he 
said. 

There was a “high proba- 
bility" of economic disrup- 
tions in Latin America. 
Africa and Asia. Bennett 
added. 


The report singled out 
Japan. Mexico, China, 
Germany and Taiwan for 
falling nine months to two 
years" behind schedule in 
preparing for the year 2000 
bug. The committee also 
said that major oil producers 
Venezuela and Saudi Arabia 
were 12 to IS months 
behind schedule. 

“Disruption of flights and 
global trade between some 
areas and countries may 
occur.” the report added. 

The report said that “the 
committee has no data to 
suggest that the Llnited 
States will experience 
nationwide social or eco- 
nomic collapse, but the 
committee believes that 
some disruptions will occur, 
and that in some cases Y2K 
disruptions may be signifi- 
cant.” 

It said the U.S. health care 
system may be least pre- 
pared because rural and 
inner-city hospitals were at 
high risk of computer fail- 
ures. The nation's medicare 
system was in “serious trou- 
ble," it said. 

The committee said that 
U.S. airports started prepa- 
rations too late and that 
shipments of goods by sea 
could be disrupted because 
the maritime industry was 
running behind. A pro- 
longed nationwide blackout 
was unlikely, although local 
and regional outages were 
possible, it said. 

, In case vital services were 
temporarily cut off, the 
committee said Americans 
should consider stocking up 
on bottled water, canned 
goods and other essentials, 
as they might to prepare for 
a winter storm lasting two to 
three days. The report said 
people should also keep 
copies of their financial 
records in case banks run 
into unforeseen problems. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A lunch date could lead lo 
romance. If you're not in a relationship, get close to someone 
you’d like ro start one with. It's a good afternoon to begin a 
group project Tiy a bigger challenge than ever before. You need 
something like that to keep you interested. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Make your major decisions as 
early 3S possible. Don’t procrastinate. Later in the focus shifts to 
financial matters. It may seem like there’s not enough money to 
do what you want. Remember that old line about necessity being 
the mother of invention? Necessity in pushing you to try new 
things. One of them is bound to work. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 21 1 If vour work's done, you might 
be able to travel this weekend How about siding at Tahce, or 
perhaps the Swiss Alps? This won’t happen if you've been goof- 
ing off. Put in the correction, and next time this condition comes 
around it’s off to the Alps for you. Meanwhile, back to work. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 j A friend can help you solve a 
difficult problem this morning. Talk it over with one who's more 
predictable than you are. This person had had the same lifestyle 
for longer than you can remember. Your problem is that things 
in your life are changing. If you need a little stability, gp to one 
who has a lot of iL 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) Complete a project thus rooming. 
You'll make a good impression on an older person and increase 
the money coming in. This afternoon, you’ll have more chance 
to socialise. That’s also your best opportunity for romance. In 
fact, it may find you. It looks like your partner is in at aggres- 
sive mood This could be interesting. 

\TRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Ask for what you want 
early this morning. Later, everything gets confusing. Your boss 
or teacher or parent will order you to do one thing, then expea 
vou to have something else done at the same time. Don’t you get 
frazzled too. Instead help this person get organised That will 
make both of your lives a lot easier. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The morning starts out 
slow, but the days gets better. By afternoon, you should be doing 
pretty well. You’ll be able to find just the right words, especial- 
ly with loved ones and children. Y'ou’U also be firm and decisive, 
so watch what you say. Y'ou’U have to keep any agreements you 
make this evening. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You could get a 
good opportunity this afternoon. If you have your budget figured 
out. vou ’ll know how much you can afford to spend Money is 
not necessarily tight, but it never hurts to spend it wisely. The 
time you spend planning earlier in this day will show up as 
monev saved bier. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Bungs will 
fall together this morning, and money might even fall into your 
pocket. It’s not from winning the lottery. It’s from work you’ve 
done recently. Celebrate at lunch with your favourite person. 
Choose a date who can teach you something. It locks like love 
and l ear ning are linked right now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Y'our life should 
start moving faster around the middle of the day. It might seem 
like vou have too much to do. but that’s never stopped you 
before. You're probably finding it exciting. Don’t forget to get 
ihe clients to sign on the dotted line. If you forget something 
iodav. the mistake could be an expensive one. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A problem you've 
been stnrasling with starts to ease around the middle of the day. 
The solution either becomes obvious, or you simply stop caring. 
Your interest shifts to romance tonight and it’s about lime. 
You've done without it for long enough. Set up a dinner date. 
You and vour sweetheart have a lotto talk abouL 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Spend the morning study- 
ing so vou can handle a difficult situation this afternoon. It's not 
asliard'as ii is confusing. You want to ask everyone else's opin- 
ion. but \ou need to make sure your own interests are protectoL 
You tend to do what everybody else wants. That s admirable, but 
not rcall} necessary- 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine— Jasper. 


Giant mergers may startle, but big isn’t necessarily bad 

Off piece of themselves 
if they would dominate 
specific markets. . . 

Exxon and Mobil, for 


NEW.. YORK (AP) -rt.A 
few years ago, a merger 
of Exxon and Mobil 
misht have seemed as 
unlikely as, say, a pro- 
fessional wrestler being 
elected governor. 

Now eye-popping 
mergers of giant corpo- 
rate rivals are common- 
place. But to anyone 
who fears that a hand- 
ful of companies will 
soon take over the 
world, business experts 
say global competition 
is just too strong. 

“As big as companies 
might seem today, actu- 
ally the large compa- 
nies are a smaller frac- 
tion of the market than 
they were 20 and 30 
years ago." said Jeremy 
Siegel, professor of 
finance of the 
University of 

Pennsylvania’s 
Wharton School of 
Business. 

The merger frenzy has 
swept through a variety 
of industries. with 


.many . .companies ..seek- , 
ing to expand; .in vthe 
-Unified; .States, andj.ini 
developing Asian and 
European markets. 

The quest for size and 
global reach has been 
accompanied by a focus 
on efficiency and cost- 
cutting as giant rivals 
combine and then slash 
their overlapping busi- 
nesses and employees. 

The oil industry, in 
particular, has seen 
huge mergers as com- 
panies look for areas to 
slash costs and boost 
profits amid a deep 
global slump in prices. 

Financial institutions 


efforts to provide cus- 
tomers with a broad 
new array of services 
from checking accounts 
to insurance to invest- 
ment advice. 

Since a 1996 law 
freed local. long-dis- 
tance and cable compa- 
nies to pursue each oth- 
ers’ businesses, phone 


companies . have been 
scrambling to merge. 

The-Tcsult has-been an 
array of mergers creat- 
ing headlines as star- 
tling as Minnesota Gov. 
Jesse “The Body” 
Ventura, a former pro 
wrestler: namely deals 
between Exxon and 
Mobil, Daimler-Benz 
and Chrysler, America 
Online and Netscape 
Communications, 
Travellers and Citicorp, 
and NationsBank and 
BankAra erica. 

“Tve long since got- 
ten over the thought 
that any deal should be 
unthinkable,” said 
Herald Ritch, co-head 
of mergers and acquisi- 
tions at Donaldson, 
Lufkin and Jenrette. 

Some companies are 
trying to restore past 
dominance, and break 
into new markets. 

AT&T is the best 
example, as the former 
long-distance monop- 
oly has lost half its 


share of .that market 
since being broken up 
bv^the government in 

AT&T is now trying 
furiously to crack into 
the local phone busi- 
ness and is buying 
cable giant Tele- 
communications Inc. 
with a plan to one day 
deliver phone and 
Internet services 

through televisions. 

While the combina- 
tion of heavyweights 
might seem an unfair 
concentration of power. 

f ovemment regulators 
ave determined that 
big deals do not neces- 
sarily create antitrust 
problems. 

For instance, 

NationsBank was 
allowed to buy 
BankAmerica, 
WorldCom 
MCI, Boeing 
McDonnell Douglas.” 
But the Washington 
watchdogs have forced 
some companies to sell 


bought 

bought 


instance, will probably 
have to sell oft gas sta- 
tions and refineries in 
regions where, togeth- 
er, they would domi- 
nate the market. 

In some cases, the 
feds have blocked deals 
entirely in less compet- 
itive industries. 

In the past year and a 
half, regulators 

quashed proposed 
mergers between 

office-products retail- 
ers Staples and Office 
Depot, defence giants 
Lockheed Martin and 
Northrop Grumman, 
and the nation’s top 
four drug wholesalers. 

With Wall Street 
reviving from its sum- 
mer slumber and once 
again letting companies 
use their high-priced 
stocks as currency to 
acquire rivals, regula- 
tors will have to be pre- 


pared for a heavier 
onslaught. 

.From electrical utili- 
ties to entertainment 
companies, merger 
watchers say the boom 
will continue as long as 
the stock market 
remains strong. And in 
the wake of deals such 
asDairaler-Chrylser, 
British Petroleum- 
Amoco and Deutsche 
Bank-Bankers Trust, 
big names will be com- 
ing together on a global 
scale. 

Henry Jacoby, a man- 
agement professor at 
the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 
ointed to Rupert 
urdoch's News Corp. 
media conglomerate 
and U.S. auto giants 
General Motors and 
Ford as companies that 
could be looking to 
strengthen their 

European operations. 

“Let your imagination 
run,” said MIT's 
Jacoby. 
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Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 


DAJANI JEWELLERS “What a differen 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call; 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1079/530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour frkn 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 

‘ Phone: 5604042 
Swerfieh Tel; 822B91 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

*0ne & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped KBchsnettes + Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-rad : crystal® goxomjo 
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Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 

Real Estate 
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A. Hajarat Complex 

TaL 5864230 -5865167 

Mobile: 079/537588 


Budaet 


Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

— MONTHLY 


Telephone: 962-6-5698131 

Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 
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Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
lunch: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Dinner: 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555. Amman-1 1 1 18 Jordan 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 
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5584311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Vienna Cafe 

No time for a break! 
Order, take away by phone. 
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World Indoor Athletics Championships 


Fredericks scoops 200m 


gold in title chase 


MAEBASHI (AFP) — 
Namibian sprinter Frankie 
Fredericks scooped the 200 
metre gold at the World 
Indoor Athletics 

Championships on 

Saturday as he embarked 
on an end-of-career title 
chase. 

The 31-year-old 

Fredericks led from start to 
Finish to beat Obadele 
Thompson of Barbados and 
defending champion Kevin 
Little of the United States 
in 20. 11 sec. 

Olympic pole vault 
champion Jean Galfione 
won his contest but there 
was mass confusion and 
American protests in the 
Maebashi Green Dome 
after he twice appeared to 
twice touch the bar during 
his winning jump. 

Romania got a golden 
double when Ionela Tiriea 
won the women's 200 
metres while Gabriela 
Szabo won the 1.500m. 
Szabo will also aim to win 
the 3.000m for a third time 
on Sunday. 

Fredericks was making a 
rare appearance at the 
championships, though he 
has the indoor 200m world 
record of 19.92sec.' 

“At this time of my life I 
am just chasing titles. 1 am 
trying to wrack up as many 
as 1 can. It is near the end 
of my career and the titles 
are what you are remem- 
bered for." 

Like Colin Jackson, who 
won the 60m hurdles on 
Friday, Fredericks is an 
under-achieving legend in 
his sport. Like the British 
hurdler, his only other 
major title was at the world 
outdoor championships in 
1993. 

Fredericks — has - four— 
Olympic and four world 
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AEBASHl '99 



Fr ank Fredericks of Namibia, flanked by Barbados’ Obadele Thompson (L, silver) 
and Kevin Little, of the UJS. (R, bronze), shows off the gold medal after winning the 
men’s 200-metre run at the World Indoor Athletics Championships in Maebashi. 
Fredericks timed 20.10 seconds (Reuters photo) 


medals. But no-one has run 
as many legal sub-lOsec 
runs. 

“I will try to do the best I 
can at the World 
Championships and then it 
is important to get the gold 
medal at die African 
Games ," he said. 


But he is not yet sure to 
go to the Sydney Olympics. 
“I am going to take it one 
year at a time," he insisted. 

France got its first title of 
the championships through 
Galfione but the pole vault 
hero had to wait for a jury 
verdict before claiming his 
gold. 

Galfione touched the bar 
as he cleared 6.00m on his 
second attempt during his 
duel with American Jeff 
Hartwig for the title. The 
jury reviewed a video and 
said it was an accident, 
sparking an official us 
protest which was rejected. 

There were jeers and 
boos from the crowd when 
a slow motion replay was 
played -on the screen. -At- 
one stage it was accidental- 
ly announced that Galfione 
had been disqualified. The 
runway was closed for 10 
minutes before Hartwig 
tried and failed at 6.00m. 

Galfione also tried 
6.05m, still uncertain 
whether his 6.00m jump 
would count. 

Hartwig’s 5.95m was a 


new American record but 
he said: ‘The whole confu- 
sion took the crowd out of 
it, it took me out of it and 
Dost all momentum." he 
said the competition had 
been “disturbing.” 

Danny Ecker of Germany 
was third on 5.85m with 
defending champion Igor 
Potapovich of Kazakhstan 
equal fourth with Jose 
Manuel Arcos of Spain. 

Galfione pleaded inno- 
cence and said the storm 
probably cost his attempt 
on 6.05m. “I touched the 
bar but there was no inten- 
tion to help myself," 
Galfione insisted. 

•Rut how can you beat 
the feeling of winning. 
Even the' confusion ana 
doubt about whether I put 
the bar back on my way 
down from the jump cannot 
dull my feeling elation,” 
said the Frenchman. 

Romania's Szabo ruth- 
lessly won the women's 
1,500 metres, surging on 
the final lap to win in a 
championship best time of 
4min 03.23sec, ahead of 


fellow Romanian Violeta 
Beclea-Szekely and Lidia 
Chojecka of Poland. 

But Szabo did not 
acknowledge • Beclea- 
Szekely nor take the time 
to congratulate compatriot 
Tiriea for winning the 
women’s 200m. 

“Athletics is about indi- 
viduals not teams and 
countries,” she said. 
“Inside the stadium I do not 
think about my mother or 
my father nor my friends. I 
fight for a medal and eveiy- 
one else is my enemy who 
must be beaten." 


The performance may 
have been cold but the 25- 
year-old Romanian was 
impressive and she is deter- 
mined to get the 3,000m on 
Sunday and beat the 10 
year old world record in the 
event 

Vita Pavlysh of the 
Ukraine won the women’s 
shot put with a champi- 
onship record throw of 
21 .43m. Tatyana Kotova of 
Russia took the women’s 
long jump with 6.86m. 


Holyfield promises 3rd round win over Lewis 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Evander 
Holyfield Friday said he would 
knock out Lennox Lewis in the third 
round of their fight for the undisput- 
ed world heavyweight title, a vow he 
said was not a prediction, but a 
promise. 

“It’s not a prediction," said a 
supremely confident Holyfield, who 
was in Los Angeles to promote pay- 
per-view sales and appear on the 
tonight show chat show. 

“The weatherman predicts," he 
said. “I know I’m going to knock 
Lennox out." 

the fight at storied Madison Square 
Garden will bring together the titles 
of boxing’s three major sanctioning 
bodies for the first time since 
Riddick Bowe dumped the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) belt in a 
trash can on Dec. 14, 1992. 

Holyfield, normally a model of 
humility, has never before promised 
to win in a particular round. 

“The reason why I made that state- 
ment — I want people to know I’m 
so confident,” said Holyfield, holder 
of the World Boxing Association 
and International Boxing Federation 
crowns. 

“I’ve been doing this for 28 years 
and 17 weeks,” he said. I’m to the 
point where I know what I’m 
doing." 

Holyfield, 36, brings a record of 
36-3 with 25 knockouts. For 19 
months in 1991 and 1992 he reigned 
as the undisputed champion before 


losing to Bowe and beginning the 
fragmentation of the title. 

Despite two victories over Mike 
Tyson and victories over the only 
two men to conquer him in the ring, 
Holyfield needs to beat Lewis to 
secure his place among such undis- 
puted legends as Muhammad Ali, 
George Foreman and Tyson. 

“I’m saying I’m going to knock 
Lennox Lewis out,” Holyfield said. 
“I don’t take anyone for granted. I 
trained. I trained hard. I’m better 
than I’ve ever been.’’ 

Lewis, 33, is the WBC champion. 
He brings a record of 34-1 with 27 
knockouts to the fight. 

The Jamaican-born Briton took a 
pre-fight poke at Holyfield when he 
called the Evangelical Christian a 
hypocrite in the wake of revelations 
that Holyfield has fathered nine chil- 
dren with six women. 

“I’m not a hypocrite," Holyfield 
said. “A hypocrite is a person who 
quits. I have made mistakes. 

“Just as I have to work hard to be 
the heavyweight champion of the 
world, I have to work just as hard to 
be the man God wants me to be.” 

Holyfield, by turns serious and 
jocular as he met the press on Friday 
— prior to taping the television 
show and then taking in the Los 
Angeles Lakers basketball game — 
said Lewis' remarks hadn't made the 
fight a personal grudge match. 

But he was unwavering in his cer- 
tainty that he would emerge from the 


fight with the undisputed title. 

T’m not saying there’s something 
wrong with his character," he said of 
Lewis. “He wants to win. He’s going 
to fight hard. That’s what’s going to 
keep him in until the third round.” 
Holyfield declined to speculate on 
his schedule after the fight, although 
he acknowledged that Henry 
Akinwande would be due a bout 
after stepping aside for this one. 

The man who will always be 
linked to Tyson as the victim of the 
infamous bite fight, also brushed off 
queries about Tyson’s current legal 


The former world champion, jailed 
for assault over a Maryland traffic 
accident, Friday had two months 
added to his current sentence by the 
Indiana judge who presided over his 
1992 rape conviction. 

Judge Patricia Gifford found the 
maryland incident was a violation of 
Tyson’s parole for the rape convic- 
tion, for which he served three years 
in prison. 

“Mike has to handle his business 
and I have to handle mine,” 
Holyfield said with a shake of his 
head. “I think I’ll be better served in 
this fight if I just handle my busi- 
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Asia’s 

fastest 


man 


gives 

award 

back 


MAEBASHI (.AFP) — 
Koji Ito, Asia’s fastest 
man, on Saturday donated 
part of a $100,000 prize 
from last year's asian 
Games to the Thai host 


□auon. 

Ito gave $10,000 from 
bis most valuable athlete 
award to Thai charities 
after coming fifth in the 
200 metres final at the 
world indoor champi- 
onships here. 

The 29-year-old 

Japanese sprinter, who 
won three golds at the 
Asiad in Bangkok in 
December, twice set a new 
Asian record time in the 
heats in Maebashi, shav- 
ing it to 20.95sec. 

In the final, won by 
Namibian superstar sprint- 
er Frankie Fredericks. Ito 
clocked 20.95 sec. 

“My mind was in a 
panic. I pushed too much 
on the straight and the cor- 
ner was so right it was 
hard to negotiate," said 
Ito. 

“I was more tense than at 
the Asian Games," said 



Mutola 
determined 
to win 
record 


4th gold 



'M' r ~ ff! 


France’s Romain Mesnil in action during the men's 
pole vault final at the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships in MaebashL Mesnil ended up in a joint 
fourth position together with Spain Jose Manuel Arcos, 
Kazakhstan Igor Potapovich and Germany Andrei 
Tivontschik with 5.70 metres (Reuters photo) 


the Japanese, who will Games was just a fluke. 


also run 60 metres on Ito became the first 


Sunday. “I really did not Asian to clock lO.OOsec 
want them to believe my over 100m at the Asian 


MAEBASHI (AP) — 
She’s already done it three 
rimes, but a" record-break- 
ing fourth would be sweet- 
er still. “Going for a 
record-breaking win, for 
the fourth time, means a lot 
to me.” Maria Mutola. the 
1993. 1995 and 1997 

champion in the women's 
indoor track S00 metres, 
said Saturday. If she wins 
the gold in the finals 
Sunday at the World Indoor 
Championships, she will be 
the first woman to win four 
track championship golds. 
“It’s not that easy. There 
are a lot of people running 
good,” she said. But she 
came a step closer by easi- 
ly winning her semifinal at 
2 minutes and 2.18 sec- 
onds. although that was 
slower than her best of 
1:57.06. She said she was 
saving her best for the 
finals. “What’s important is 
the finals,” said the runner 
from Mozambique. 

American Michelle di 
Muro-ave — who ran with 
Mutola in the semifinals 
and finished sixth — said 
she wished Mutola the 
best. “She’s just such a fan- 
tastic athlete,” she said. 
“She's a very nice girl.” 
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perforrnace at the Asian Games. 


Tyson receives 60 more days in prison 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) — 
Jailed former heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson 
Friday had 60 days added to 
his -current sentence by the 
judge who presided over Ids 
1992 rape conviction. 

Currently serving a one- 
year sentence in Maryland 
for assaulting two motorists 
following a traffic accident 
in August, Tyson had two 
months tacked on by Marion 
County circuit court Judge 
Patricia Gifford as part of an 
arrangement with prosecu- 
tors, according to court offi- 
cials. 

Gifford found that the inci- 
dent in Maryland was a vio- 
lation of Tyson’s parole for 
tiie rape conviction, which 
saw him serve three years at 
the Indiana Youth Centre 
until March 1995. 

Upon his release. Tyson 
was placed on four years pro- 
bation. 

Under the arrangement 
signed Friday, Tyson admit- 
ted he violated the parame- 
ters of his parole. The addi- 
tional 60 days will run con- 
secutively to Tyson’s current 
sentence, which began 
February 5. 

Although be was sentenced 
to one year imprisonment 
plus another year as a sus- 
pended sentence, Tyson, 32, 
anticipated a release this 
summer which would have 
allowed him to resume his 
disgraced career. 

However, Tyson is in the 
midst of a 25-day stint in 
solitary confinement in the 
Montgomery County jail in 
Rockville, Maryland, follow- 
ing a prison incident in 
which he smashed a televi- 
sion set The loss of reduced 
time for good behaviour plus 
Friday's two-month sentence 
figures to push back his 
potential release to no earlier 
than autumn. 

Ironically, Friday was the 
last day for Tyson to have 
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Going for the cash — A 
little extra incentive never 
hurt. The championships 
offer a bit of that with cash 
prizes for the medalists — 
$50,000 for the gold, 
$20,000 for the silver and 
$10,000 for the bronze. 
The money is all courtesy 
of the International 

‘ 'Amateur 1 'Affilefic ' 

. Federation.. An athlete Who . 
‘TjreakS "the' WdrlcT fecord ’ 
receives SI 00.000. 

Romanian Ionela Tiriea, 
who won the gold in the 
200 metres, said she hadn’t 
given the cash much 
thought. “But I will spend 
it.” she said with a smile. 
American Deon Minor, 
who has a chance for a 
medal' when he runs in the 
relay Sunday, the final day 
of the championships, said 
he hadn't thought much 
about the money either. 
“As far as the cash. I’m not 
thinking about that now. I 
just want to go out and 
make sure we make it to 
the finals,” he said. “You 
have to take it one day at a 
rime.” 
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Mike Tyson 


appealed the Maryland sen- 
tencing, an unlikely strategy. 
A successful appeal after his 
original “no contest" plea 
only would have gotten him 
a trial, and a conviction could 
have put him in jail for 20 
years. 

Tyson also was sentenced 
to 200 hours of community 
service, a $5,000 fine and 
two years probation on the 
assault charge. The sentenc- 
ing could affect his ability to 
retain his boxing licence in 
Nevada, which expires 
December 31, 1999. 

The Nevada Athletic 
Commission initially had 
concerns over the Maryland 
incident when reissuing 
Tyson a licence in October. 
Tyson was suspended by the 
commission on july 9, 1997. 
11 days after twice biting 
Evander Holyfield during a 
heavyweight title fight 
The commission forced 
Tyson to undergo psychiatric 
evaluation, which further 


publicly embarrassed the 
fallen champion. At his sen- 
tencing in Maryland last 
month. Tyson did not testify 
but presented seven witness- 
es on his behalf and a video 
highlighting his public ser- 
vice. 

Tyson also claimed any jail 
time would cost him every- 
thing and that he needs to 
fight to pay off considerable 
financial debts. He also reit- 
erated his apology to the vic- 
tims, but to no avail. 

Between the restoration of 
his licence and his sentenc- 
ing in Maryland. Tyson 
scored a fifth-round knock- 
out of francois Botha on 
January 16. Despite his myr- 
iad problems, he remains one 
of boxing's hardest punchers 
and biggest attractions. 

In 1986, Tyson became the 
youngest heavyweight 
champion at age 21. Six 
years later, he was convicted 
raping Desiree 
Washington. 


Volunteers are a crowd 
— although spectator 
attendance has been less 
than ideal at the champi- 
onships, there are 700 vol- 
unteers from the local 
Maebashi community, far 
more than organisers had 
hoped for. Bur as in many 
such big events, many of 
the volunteers aren't get- 
ting the experience they 
had hoped for — a chance 
to practice their English or 
see the athletes up close. 
Ayako Akiba. a 21 -year-old 
English major at college, 
said she had given direc- 
tions maybe a couple of 
rimes in English so far. She 
has been so busy she has 
watched all the competi- 
tion on TV at the monitors 
placed throughout the 
venue. Still, she doesn’t 
regret having volunteered. 

It s such a rare opportuni- 
ty to be able to work at 
such a big world event, 
although no one seems to 
know about it.” she said, i 
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LOCAL SPORTS SCENE 



Aridah holds talks in Tunisia 

AMMAN — Isam Aridah, director of 9th Pan-Arab , 
Games fAl Hussein Toumrnent) is currently in Tunisia 
inspecting preparations for the Mediterranean Games, 
which will be held in 2001 with 23 countries including 
Jordan taking part. Aridah briefed Tunisian Youth and 
Childhood Minister Mohammad Najjar on the 
Kingdom's preparations for Amman’s Aug. 15-31 Pan- • 
f Arab Games and His Majesty King Abdullah’s concern 
about the arrangements and new sport constructions ■ 
currently under way. Najjar stressed his country’s sup- 
port to provide all available experience and support for 
the event's success. 

Website for Al Hussein Tournament 

AMMAN — In order to promote the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games (AJ Hussein Tournament) and provide services 
to all parties concerned in its development, a website J 
on the activity will be set up for that purpose. The 
Games’ Public Relations Department will hold a meet- 
ing with a specialised company to discuss the issue. 

Basketball officials off to Beirut 

AMMAN — President of the Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) Mudar Majdoub and Fadi Zreiqat, a 
member of the Orthodoxi Club's board of directors, 
cleave for Lebanon to coordinate about the national 
“team’s participation in the West- Asian Clubs 
Championship to be hosted here by Al Orthodoxi. 
Majdoub said an official meeting with the secretary r. 
general of the West-Asian Federation will take place in 
Beirut. The national team will also begin a seven-day 
training camp in Lebanon March 15 and play friendlies 
against a number of Lebanese teams. 

Kick Boxing gets another JD7,000 

AMMAN — The Jordan Olympic Committee decided ' 
to add JD7,000 to the JD27.000 budget requested by 
the National Kick-Boxing Federation to prepare the 
national team for the 9th Pan-Arab Games. The 
increase will enable the team to take part in training 
camps, upgrade players’ skills and provide equipment 

Al Saeed to be nominated for prize 

AMMAN — In commemoration of the late Nazmi Al 
Saeed, one of Jordan's sports pioneers who passed 
away last year, the national football and sports media 
federations will soon nominate Al Saeed for the*annaai ■» 
prize of the Arab Soccer Federation for his 40-year ser- 
vices. Mohammad Jamil Abdul • Qader, Mohammad 
Saad Shanqiti, Bassara Haroun are also nominated for 
die award. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khadb 



McLaren driver Mika Hakkinen struggles to regain control of his car during the 
qualifying session at the Australian Grand Prix on the Albert Park circuit Hakkinen 
the defending world champion qualified fastest with teammate David Conlthard sec- 
ond, and Germany's Michael Schumacher in a Ferrari, third (Reuters photo) 

Hakkinen swoops to deny 
Coulthard pole position 


day 


Williams opening- 
winner at Evert Cup 


INDIAN WELLS. 

California (AFP) — Fresh 
her first tournament vic- 
tory. Serena Williams of the 
United States exhibited her 
winning form Friday in 
opening-round action at the 
SI. 25 million Evert Cup. 

Williams, who won her 
first career singles title 
Sunday at the Open Gaz de 
France, held off South 
African Jessica Steck 6-1. 
7-5, in 67 minutes. 

The 17-year-old William' 
returned to her natiw 
California after taking pan 
in an historic weekend. 

After Serena heal 
Australian Open finals 
Amelie Mauresmo in tlu 
•tal in Paris, older sisk-i 
Venus won the Ic.i 
Superthrift Tennis Cla>sic 
in Oklahoma City as the 
two became the first sisters 
in WTATour history to win 
titles in the same week. 

Serena is playing in jusi 
her fourth tournament of 
the year and improved to 9- 
2 with her victory over 
Steck, who was making 
only her second appearance 
in a WTA Tour main draw. 

Next up for Williams K 
second seed and 199.7 
champion Lindsa> 

Davenport of the United 
States. 

^avenport, a finalist here 
^®ear ago. has not played 
since a quarter-final loss to 
Amanda Coeizer of South 
Africa al the Pan Pacific 
Open and has been battling 
a persistent head cold. She 
is 12-3 with a tournament 
win in Sydney. 

In other matches on 
Friday. lOth-seeded Patty 
Schnyder of Switzerland, 
who had lost three of her 
previous four matches, 
defeated Tamarine 

Tanasugam of Thailand, 6- 
3. 6-4, 13th seed and 1997 
'(■pner-up Irina Spirlea of 
fSmania overcame 

Germany's Andrea G ass 
7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (7/4), 14th 


seed and two-time finalist 
Conchita Martinez of Spain 
opened only her third event 
of the year with a 6-2, 4-6, 
6-2 win over Belgium’s 
Sabine Appelmans, and 
Lilia Osterloh of the United 
States ousted No. 16 
Barbara Scherr of Austria 6- 
4.6-4. 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Mika Hakkinen swooped at 
the death Saturday to snatch 
pole position from team- 
mate David Coulthard for 
Sunday’s season-opening 
Australian Formula One 
race here. 

The world drivers’ cham- 
pion looked set to miss out 
when McLaren colleague 
Coulthard nipped in under 
his time leaving Hakkinen 
with only one lap to reply. 

Showing the steel that 
made him world champion, 
the 30-year-old Finn hurtled 
around the 3.294 mile 
(5.302 kilometre) Albert 
Park street circuit in one 
minute 30.462 seconds. 

That shaved 0.484 sec- 
onds off Coulthard’s time 
after a combination of traf- 
fic backlog and time cost 
the gentlemanly Scot the 
opportunity of completing 
his last of 12 qualifying 
laps. 

„ It was.Hak^inpn's second 
.cons^cutiye ' 'Melbourne 
pole and the 1.1th in. his 
113th GP start" and 
Mclaren’s 93rd. 

“I was lucky that I was 
able to start ray fastest and 
final lap just before the flag 
dropped,” said Hakkinen. 

“It was a close fight with 
David and it’s good to know 
that he will start the race 
alongside me from the front 
row. 

“We have a comfortable 
gap, but that is qualifying 
and you never know what 
the race will bring.” 

Coulthard could barely 
hide his disappointment at 
having to sit and watch 
Hakkinen again take the 
honours after last year’s 
controversial team arrange- 
ment requiring him to pull 
over two laps from home 


while leading the Australian 
GP to allow Hakkinen to 
win. 

“I was surprised that Mika 
managed another lap just 
before the flag came out to 
take pole from me at the 
very last moment and of 
course I am disappointed 
not to have been able to 
make use of my final lap 
due to traffic,’’ said 
Coulthard. 

McLaren, last season's 
champion team, will have 
both of their drivers on the 
front row of the grid, fol- 
lowed by Ferrari’s Michael 
Schumacher (1:31.781) and 
Stewart Ford’s Rubens 
Barrichello (1:32.148) on 
the second row. 

It is the same first three on 
the grid as in last year's 
Australian GP, won by 
Hakkinen, on his way to 
winning his first drivers’ 
championship. 

The McLarens hold a 
minjpiurn y one-second 
advantage perlap..on 


downbeat about his chances 
of breaking through for his 
first Australian win at the 
ninth attempt. 

“We have encountered 
some problems with our car, 
which we had not encoun- 
tered during winter testing,” 
the German said. 

“We know which areas we 
have to work on before the 
next race to unlock the 
potential and we have con- 
centrated on the car’s relia- 
bility and that is a crucial 
factor for tomorrow's race.” 

Stewart Ford were ecstatic 
over Barrichello’s place on 
the second row, with the 
Brazilian saying: “This is a 
fantastic start to the season 
and it goes some way 
towards proving that our 
times over the winter were 
legitimately quick .... we 
..have a,yejy«good chance, of. 


nval? fe£l SrSE* tonrftfW&r «HH be 1 " 


any mishap during 
lap Melbourne race have a 
strong chance of coming 
away from Australia with 
maximum drivers’ and con- 
tractors' points. 

But the McLaren pair 
were evasive about whether 
a repeat of last year's con- 
trived finish could be enact- 
ed again on Sunday, saying 
they did not want to divulge 
team strategy. 

“We are happy about both 
our cars starting from the 
front row ... now it’s all 
about reliability and a good 
race strategy," said 
McLaren team boss Ron 
Dennis. 

Ferrari again experienced 
handling and set-up prob- 
lems with Schumacher 


Jordan's Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen (1:32.276) and 
Ferrari’s No.2 Eddie Irvine 
(1:32.289) 

“It is good to be up at the 
front of the grid and I think 
our car is reliable and will 
be able to finish up near the 
front,” said Frentzen. 

Irvine conceded that it 
will be hard for Ferrari to 
match the tearaway 
McLarens. 

“Because 1 have done so 
little running in the new car 
before the season, this 
weekend is something of a 
test session for me.” said 
the Irishman. 


Agassi looks for 4th 
Scottsdale title 


SCOTTSDALE (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi’s run 
toward a fourth 

Scottsdale ATP Tour title 
continued Friday as he 
steamrolled Frenchman 
Cedric Pioline 6-4. 6-1 to 
reach the semi-finals. 

Agassi, bidding for his 
second straight title here 

— the fourth of his career 

— continued his solid 
performances at one of 
his favourite venues, a 
desert spot similar to his 
home of Las Vegas. 

“You get comfortable 
playing in certain 
places,” said Agassi. 
“The crowd support has 
been wonderful.” 

The 28-year-old 

American was joined in 
the semi-finals by a pair 
of Australians at opposite 
ends of the tennis age 
spectrum. 

Veteran Mark 

Woodforde and teenaged 
Lleyton Hewitt, both 
from the south Australian 
capita] of Adelaide, each 
advanced into the final 
four. 

The 33-year-old 
Woodforde earned a 7-6 
(8/6), 4-6. 6-1 upset of 
sixth seed Goran 

Ivanisevic. 

On Saturday he’ll meet 
18-year-old Hewitt, who 
advanced 6-1, 3-0 when 
ailing Frenchman Jerome 
Golmard retired. 

“It was great out there 
today.” said Hewitt, the 
World No. 91 who hasn’t 
dropped a set all week. 
“In my mind, I felt like I 
couldn’t miss a ball." 

The teenager lost only 


two points on serve in the 
abbreviated 35-minute 
match. 

“I feel good," said 
Hewitt. “It will be a 
tough match. It’s nice to 
get two Adelaide boys in 
the semi-finals. I’ll hope 
to stay focused and play 
well. I’ll take the matches 
one at a time.” 

Hewitt is appearing in 
his third career semifinal 
— and his first out of his 
hometown, when he won 
the Adelaide tour event in 
1998 and went out in the 
final in January against 
Swede Thomas Enqvist. 

Woodforde proved to be 
the stronger as he wore 
down Ivanisevic, whose 
big-serving game can let 
him down as often as it 
helps him. 

Woody won the 10th 
meeting between the two 
left-handers after 

Ivanisevic had won four 
of the previous five 
encounters. 

Woodforde’s win guar- 
antees an Australian in 
the final here for the third 
straight year. 

Mark Philippoussis 
won the title in 1997, and 
Jason Stoitenberg played 
the final in 1998 against 
Agassi. 

Woodforde and 

Ivanisevic have some- 
thing of a history, with 
the Aussie losing an ill- 
tempered match at the 
U.S. Open, but earning 
revenge with a victoiy in 
Singapore a month later. 

“I was solid against 
Goran, and kept him 
away from net,” said 


Woodforde, ranked 65th. 
“I’m looking forward to 
playing Lleyton, it will 
be a totally different 
match from today. 

“He beat me in 
Adelaide in the second 
round, so there’s a bit of 
revenge involved.” 

Agassi's form has been 
impeccable, with the for- 
mer World No. 1 drop- 
ping only 11 games in his 
last three matches. 

In his last meeting with 
Pioline, a two-time 
Grand Slam finalist, 
Agassi handed the 
Frenchman his first 
career 6-0, 6-0 defeat. 

In their only other 
meeting, Agassi won 6-4, 
6-2 in the fourth round at 
key Biscayne in March, 
1994. 

“If I'm playing well, I 
feel like I’m in control 
and comfortable,” Agassi 
said* 

The Las Vegas 
righthander improved his 
Scottsdale record to 1 9-3 
and has reached the semi- 
finals for the fourth time. 
Each time Agassi has 
made it past the second 
round at the event, he has 
won it 
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NBA 


Boston 

102 

Denver 

94 

Golden State 

102 

Indiana 

83 

Miami 

89 

Phil. 

78 

Washington 

86 

Charlotte85 

Orlando 

89 

Toronto 84 

Milwaukee 

88 

N. York 87 

Utah 

106 

Dallas 

95 

Portland 

97 

Minn. 

85 

LA Lakers 

103 

Seattle 

100 


French League Cup 

Auxerre 0 Sochaux 1 


#;>i r.".*! -Belgian .League urv.:V' 

Standard Liege 2 Mouscron 0 

English League 
Cardiff 0 Chester 0 
Dutch League 

R. Jc Kerkrade 1 PSVEind.3 

German League 


MsvDuisbuig 4 
Nuremberg 3 


H. Rostock 1 
Sch. 04 0 
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A TANNAH HIRSCH 
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TECHNIQUE WINS 

Both vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 

* KQ 8 4 2 

0QJ85 
+ A.Q7 

WEST EAST 

it 3 * A109765 

PJ1092 084 

5 94 3 0 A 
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SOUTH 
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5 K 107 62 
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The biddi ng 
SOUTH WEST 

1C Pan 

K Paw 

35 Pan 

4NT Pan 

Pan Pan 


NORTH 

la 

3* 

40 

SO 


EAST 

Pan 


Opening lead: TTireo of A 

The truly great players are not 
those who occasionally come up 
with a flashy line that makes the 
bridge ftilnmne. They have the tal- 
ent to make those plays, too, but . 
ihe real proof of their ability Is find- 
ing those elusive fines to secure 
seemingly simple contracts. 

When this hand was played in a 


tftnm Tnntj-Vi . both Souths became 
declarers at five diamonds after 
similar auctions. Note the way 
North showed extra values by first 
bidding the club fragment before 
raising diamonds. Blackwood was 
all that was needed to stay out or 

At both tables East won the ace 
of spades and returned the .suit, 
declarer ruffing with the tea, a nec- 
essary precaution to protecL against 
a passible overruff One declarer led 
a trump to the jack, losing to the 
ace. Bade came another spade, and 
declarer guessed correctly again, by 
ruffing with the king. 

Now declarer's lock ran out. 
Another trump was led but, instead 
of guessing to finesse dummy's 
eight, declarer rose with the queen- 

west's nine of became the 

acting trick. 

At the other table, the great Piece 
Forquet held the South cards. He 
m pdfl no After raffing the 

spade return with the ten, Forquet 
led the king of clubs and overtook 
with dummy's ace to lead a trump 
toward the closed hand. East per- 
force took the ace. but declarer was 
able to ruff the spade return high 
with Impunity, draw trumps with ! 
dummy's queen and jack, and claim 
the rest of the uicks. 


Help us put a smile on a Needy Child s face 

“In Eid Al - Adha Al-Mobarak" 


River Foundation 
Her Royal Highness 
ia Al- Abdullah 

annual fundraising 
gri of collections for needy children 
r'Tof^d AI- Adha Al-Mobarak 


othes, biaifkets, toys, bo^^^on-penshable foods 
and monetary * . 

contributions will tie collected 

»d 




Amman Baccalaureate School 

Invites Applications from teachers 
who believe they can improve the 
learning experience for young 
Jordanians. 

If you can teach English, Mathematics or Science 
at Middle and Senior School and would like to 
become involved in the IB and IB Middle 
years programmes please contact us. 

ABS offers an attractive salary and benefits 
package and a professional working environment 

Interested teachers should complete an application 
form, available from the School Receptionist 
( tel. 5411191 / 2 / 3 / 4 ), by Saturday 13 March. 

Interviews of short listed candidates will 
take place before the end of March. 


JORDAN TIMES FAX: 5696183 
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12 News 


Cohen meets with 
King Fahd on second 
leg of Mideast tour 


RIYADH (R) — Defence 
Secretary William Cohere 
moving to solidify Gulf securi- 
ty against Iraq, held talks with 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd 
Saturday and said the United 
States would sell very sophisti- 
cated “AMRAAM" air-to-air 
missiles to Bahrain. 

Fahd told Cohen, here on the 
second leg of a nine-country 
Gulf and Middle East trip, that 
he supported the "strong part- 
nership" between Riyadh and 
Washington, a senior U.S. 
defence official said 

More than 5.000 U.S. troops 
and dozens of warplanes are 
based in Saudi Arabia and the 
jets have been used almost 
daily in the post two months to 
launch strikes on Iraq's south- 
ern no-fly zone in response to 
anti-aircraft fire. 

"He [Xing Fahd] said it was 
‘our duty and pleasure' to pro- 
vide help and support to the 
United States and that we have 
very strong mutual interests," 
the lUS. official told reporters 
travelling with Cohen. 

The official said Cohens 
second meeting with King 
Fahd in three months lasted 
about 20 minutes at a royal 
farm north of Riyadh and that 
the discussion was in general 
terms about the U^.-Saudi 
relationship and did not go into 
details about Iraq. 

The defence secretary flew' to 
Riyadh from Bahrain as part of 
a whirlwind, six-nation tour of 
the Gulf to improve long-term 
security against Iraq and Iran. 
He will press U.S. interest in 
Middle East peace during addi- 
tional stops in Jordan, Egypt 
and Israel later this- week. 

Earlier Saturday, Cohen had 


held talks with Bahrain’s emit 
just minutes before the ruler 
collapsed and died of a heart 
seizure. On hearing the news 
the defence secretary told 
reporters he was “stunned and 
saddened.” 

Cohen was to hold talks with 
Saudi Defence Mini&er Prince 
Sultan and Crown Prince 
Abdullah Sunday before going 
on to Oman. 

In Bahrain, Cohen 
announced that the United 
States would sell AIM-120B 
advanced, medium-range air- 
to-air missiles (AMRAAM) to 
Bahrain for its American-made 
F-16jets. 

Israel already has such mis- 
siles and the United States has 
approved their sale to the 
United Arab Emirates. 

U-S. officials said Bahrain 
planned to buy 27 of the mis- 
siles. which are made by 
Raytheon Co. and cost 
$386,000 each. But the offi- 
cials said the package would 
also include expensive training 
and other costs. The first mis- 
siles are not expected to be 
delivered for three years. 

Pilots are able to fire the 
highly sophisticated 

AMRAAM. then "forget" the 
weapon as it seeks and 
destroys enemy aircraft at 
ranges of more than 80 kilome- 
tres. The exact range is classi- 
fied. 

“I want everybody to know 
that the United States is a 
steady friend, determined to 
maintain our good relations in 
die region,” Cohen told 
reporters in a statement after 
meeting with officials of 
Bahrain, a small, oil-rich Gulf 
state which had sought the mis - 


One killed in Iran quake 


TEHRAN (R> — A woman was kilkd and mote than 500 
homes were destroyed or damaged by an earthquake in southern 
ban earlier this week, the official IRNA news agency reported on 
Saturday. It quoted a relief official as saying the woman died 
when the roof of ha - house in the city of Kerman collapsed sev- 
eral hours after Thursday’s quake, which measured 63 on the 
Richter scale. The official saidatleast517 homes were destroyed 
or damaged in rural areas around Kerman. The quake's epicen- 
ter was at Kahnuj, 200 km south of Kerman. The villages of 
Sehmakan. Abshuiehn and Saraei in Kahnuj region were among 
the worst hiL The official said rough terrain- and flooding in 
Kahnuj had made relief work and distribution of aid difficult. 


Israeli shot in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — An Israeli guarding road 
construction materials on the West Bank was shot and seriously 
wounded Saturday, military officials said. The attackers, appar- 
ently Palestinians, fled with the man's weapon, the officials said. 
He was taken to a surburban Tel Aviv hospital where he was in 
serious condition, the officials said The Israeli military was 
combing the area where the attack occurred, near the settlement 
of Ariel in the northern West Bank. 


Yemen frees opposition editor 


SANAA (R) — Yemen freed an opposition journalist on 
Saturday five days after he was arrested over a report accusing 
the government of planning to provide military facilities for the 
United States, an official said The official told Reuters that 
Abdul Latif Omar was released early in the morning. “But he 
should appear before the press prosecution [office] to complete 
the investigation when he is asked to.” he said Otnar. editor in 
chief of the weekly A1 Haq, is also assistant secretary general of 
the opposition Sons ofYemen League Party (SYL) in charge of 
infomiarion. He was arrested cm Tuesday after he published an 
article in the newspaper accusing authorities of providing facili- 
ties for the U-S. military on island of Soqatra. Yemen has denied 
the report and said it planned to set up a free trade zone on the 
Island An SYL official confirmed the release and said Omar will 
officially protest over the way he was arrested “He was released 
early today [Saturday] and intends to complain to concerned 
authorities on measures adopted against him when be was arrest- 
ed" the official said 


Sudan says rebels abduct seven 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Southern rebels have kidnapped seven 
people working with the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, Sudan's foreign minister said Friday. The relief workers 
were kidnapped a week ago near the town of Bentiu, about 1.000 
km south of Khartoum, foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail 
told reporters. He said the government did not announce the kid- 
napping earlier because it wanted to give the ICRC the chance to 
free them. "But nothing happened even' after the event went on 
unmentioned for seven days now" he said No rebel group has 
claimed responsibility for the abduction and no ransom demands 
have been made public. The ICRC did not immediately confirm 
the report which could not be verified independently. 


Ecevit calls for crackdown on Kurds 


ANKARA (AP) — Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit is raging 
European countries to damp down on a Kundish rebel group 
fighting for autonomy in Turkey's southeast. Ecevit made his call 
in a letter to the head of slates of both NATO and European 
Union member countries, with the exception of Greece. The let- 
ter. which was not made public until Saturday, was issued 
Tbesday — two weeks after the capture of the Kurdish rebel 
leader. Abdullah Ocalan. "I wish to strongly urge you to take firm 
and prompt legal action a^inst any PKK presence on your ter- 
ritojy under any guise, to ban de jure and de facto the activities 
of tins terrorist organisation and all of its affiliates,” Ecevit said in 
the Idler. 


sties. 

Cohen told reporters he had 
informed Bahrain’s leaders that 
the Clinton administration qui- 
etly told Congress on Feb. 22 
that it intended to sell the arms 
to Bahrain. 

‘The U.S. is grateful for 
strong support that Bahrain 
provides our navy,” Cohen 
stressed, noting that Bahrain is 
home port to the U.S. Navy’s 
Fifth Fleet in the Gulf. He 
added that the defence depart- 
ments of the two countries 
were establishing a special tele- 
phone line to facilitate direct 
security communications. 

Cohen cancelled a departure 
press conference planned at 
Manama’s airport because of 
Sheikh Isa’s death, but said in a 
written statement that his wtks 
with Bahrain’s leaders had 
covered issues including “our 
shared determination to fight 
terrorism and the threat posed 
by weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in Iran and Iraq.” 

Cohen reiterated that air 
strikes against Iraq would con- 
tinue as long as Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein continued to 
violate no-fly zones and break 
the containment strategy. 

‘“Recently, Iraq has beat Hy- 
ing to shoot down coalition air- 
craft that are patrolling the no- 
fly zones. The zones are part of 
the containment policy 
designed to keep Iraq from 
attacking its own people or its 
neighbours. 

“In response to these threats, 
coalition aircraft: have fired 
back in self-defence. Our air- 
craft will continue to target 
Iraq’s air defence system as 
long as Iraq uses that system to 
challenge our planes,” he said 


‘Saddam 
meets Arab 
League 
official’ 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
has met a senior Arab League 
envoy who travelled to Iraq to 
persuade him to accept a com- 
mittee formed to help remove 
UN. sanctions imposed after 
tiie 1991 Gulf Wan the Iraqi 
News Agency said Saturday. 

Saddam rejected the com- 
mittee famed at an Arab for- 
eign ministers’ meeting in 
Cairo in January because Iraq 
was not invited to join and 
because countries Iraq says 
were hostile to it in the war 
were included. 

INA reported that Arab 
League Assistant Secretary 
General Ahmad Ben Hill! 
handed Saddam a letter from 
Arab League chief Esmat 
Abdul Meguid saying “all 
Arab people are with Iraq to 
face up to American aggres- 
sion” and that the League 
“would exert all efforts to end 
the embargo.” 

This is the first time Saddam 
has agreed to meet an Arab 
League official to discuss the 
committee. 

The group's first meeting, 
which was scheduled for 
Sunday in Damascus, has 
been postponed indefinitely, 
officials in the Syrian capital 
said. 

They said the postponement 
was made at the request of 
some of the committee's 
seven members who wanted 
time for more consultations. 
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SAY CHEESE: Indian chief Willy of the Huh tribe from Papua New Guinea, right, watches a snapshot from 
himself Saturday on the display of a digital camera taken by an unidentified exhibitor, left, at the International 
Tourism Fair in Berlin. Around 7,400 exhibitors from 190 countries take part in the world’s biggest tourism 
event of its kind, which ran until March 10 (AP photo) 


Hoss rejects talks on Israeli pullout terms 


BEIRUT (R) — Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss said on 
Saturday Lebanon would not 
consider any Israeli condi- 
tions for ending its military 
occupation of the south. 

“Our position is firm and 
will not change. Lebanon is 
not ready to discuss any 
security arrangements or 
guarantees for an Israeli pull- 
out,” Hoss told the official 
national news agency. 

“Resolution 425 is clear 
and demands an uncondi- 
tional and complete Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanese 
territories,” he said, referring 
to a 21-year-old U.N. resolu- 
tion. 

Hoss said he bad told the 
British Broadcasting 


Corporation (BBC) in an 
interview aired on Friday 
that an Israeli withdrawal 
from the south would acti- 
vate a 1949 armistice agree- 
ment between Lebanon and 
the Jewish state, which are 
officially at war. 

“What I meant to say. quite 
simply, was that the required 
Israeli pullout would restore 
Lebanon’s sovereignty over 
the occupied territories and 
revive the armistice. Any 
other interpretations to what 
I said ore untrue,” he 
explained. 

Hoss’ office complained 
earlier that the BBC bad 
broadcast his comments in 
an incomplete form which 
could be misunderstood. 


A transcript was not imme- 
diately available from the 
BBC. 

Israel has occupied parts of 
south Lebanon since 1978. It 
set up a 15-km deep “securi- 
ty” zone there in 1 985, osten- 
sibly to protect its borders 
from potential guerrilla 
attacks. Pro-Iranian 

Hizbollah (Party of God) and 
other groups are fighting to 
evict Israeli troops from the 
area. 


Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said Israel 
could redeploy the 1.000 sol- 
diers stationed in the zone if 
the Lebanese government 
provides security guarantees. 

On Saturday. Netanyahu 
told reporters in Jerusalem 


that Israel could not pull out 
because **the government of 
Lebanon has not been pre- 
pared to control the southern 
parts... and prevent attacks 
against the north of Israel." 

“If there is a willingness on 
the part of the government of 
Lebanon to arrive at such 
security arrangements they 
can find in the government of 
Israel a willing partner to 
arrive at such security 
arrangements,” Netanyahu 
added. 

Beirut and Damascus, the 
main power broker in 
Lebanon with 35,000 troops 
stationed there, have previ- 
ously rejected the offer, 
demanding Israel implement 
the U.N. resolution. 


Rebels kill six in Captain of U.S. 


Algeria — official 

‘Singer’s murderer killed’ 


warship attacked 


by Israel dies 


ALGIERS (R ) — Rebels killed 
six civilians, including two 
children, in a forest in western 
Algeria on Saturday, govem- 
mem security farces sairi 

Tbe security forces, in a state- 
ment read on state radio, said - 
three civilians were also 
wounded in die rebel attack in 
Oued Ramane forest near 
Ouled Boudouma hamlet in 
Chief province, 160 km west of 
Algiers. 

“The victims woe caught in 
a surprise attack carried out by 
terrorists,” they added, using 
the official term used by the 
authorities for Islamist guerril- 
las. 

The security faces gave no 
further details on the attack tut 
said troops launched a manhunt 
fa - the assailants. 

Chief is one of Algeria's 
main hotbeds of violence. At 
least 50 villagers were killed by 
having their throats slashed in a 
rebel raid in Chief in 
December, according to the 
government 

In another incident, AlWaran 
said on Saturday rebels 
attacked Sidti Ameur village in 
the western province of 
Mascara on Thursday, killing 
three shepherds and wounding 
two others. 

Algerian government securi- 
ty forces shot dead a rebel 
leader suspected of taking part 


in the kilting of popular Berber 
singer Louines Matoub. the 
newspaper also reported on 
Saturday. 

A1 Watan, usually well- 
informed in Algeria’s security 
matters, said government 

forces killed Mehieddine 

Boudjnah in an ambush on 
Wednesday near Tizi-Ouzou, 
60 km east of Algiers. 

ft said Boudjnah, a top aide to 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
leader Hassan Hatiab, was sus- 
pected of taking part in killing 
Matoub in Tizi-Ouzou nine 
months ago. 

A1 Watan said the security 
forces killed Boudjnah as he 
was heading to a GIA base in 
Takhoukht area, near Tizi- 
Ouzou. 

“Boudjnah was one of the 
suspected murderers of Lounes 
Matoub in Tizi-Ouzou last 
year,” the newspaper said. 

L' Authentique daily also car- 
ried a similar report It was not 
immediately possible to con- 
firm the report from official or . 
independent sources. 

Matoub, 42. was killed by a 
“terrorist group” — official lan- 
guage for Islamist rebels — at 
fake roadblock in Tizi-Ouzou 
last June, according to the gov- 
ernment 

He was a vocal supporter of 
the anti-government Berber 
cultural movement 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Retired U.S. Navy Capt 
William L. McGonagle. who 
received the Medal of 
Honour for heroism as skip- 
per of the USS Liberty when 
Israel unleashed a deadly 
attack on the intelligence- 
gathering ship in 1967, has 
died. He was 73. 

McGonagle died 

Wednesday in Palm Springs, 
where he Lived, said Donald 
Pageler. editor of the Liberty 
News, a newsletter of the 
ship's survivors’ association. 
He did not know the cause of 
death. 

Thirty-four crewmen were 
killed and 171 were wound- 
ed when the Liberty was 
attacked by Israeli air force 
planes and torpedo boats in 
international waters north of 
Sinai during the 1967 war 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. The ship was 
bombed with napalm, torpe- 
doed and shelled. 

The attack, blamed on a 
mistaken identification of the 
Liberty as an Egyptian ship, 
reriiains one of the most con- 
troversial events in U.S.- 
Israeli relations and led to 
allegations of a cover-up by 
the governments that persist 
to the present day. 

McCfonagle, who was 
severely wounded but stayed 


in command on the bridge 
through the battle and for 
many hours afterward, broke 
his silence years later and 
joined former shipmates in 
demanding the two govern- 
ments release all details of 
the attack. 

“I think it’s about time that 
the state of Israel and the 
United States government 
provide the crew members of 
the Liberty and the rest of the 
American people the facts of 
what happened, and why... 
the Liberty was attacked 30 
years ago today." 
McGonagle said during a 
1997 reunion of Liberty sur- 
vivors in Washington. 

“For many years I have 
wanted to believe that the 
attack on the Liberty was 
pure error." McGonagle said 
But “it appears to me that it 
was not a pure case of mis- 
taken identity. It was, on the 
other hand, gross incompe- 
tence and aggravated derelic- 
tion of duty on the part of 
many officers and men of the 
state of Israel.” he said 

Israel apologised to the 
United Slates but claimed 
there had been a mlsidentifi- 
cation and that the ship’s 
markings were inadequate. 
Israel paid more than $12 
million in compensation. 


Cancer rates in U.S. nuclear test islands ‘extreme’ — study 


MAJURO (AFP) — Cancer rates in 
the Marshall Islands linked to fallout 
from Cold War nuclear tests by the 
United States have reached "extreme" 
levels, according to a study in the 
journal of the American Cancer 
Society. 

“The cancer incidence in the 
Marshall Islands is extreme,” said the 
study in the journal Cancer by a team 
of scientists led by Neal Palafox of the 
University of Hawaii John A. Bums 
Medical School. 

The comparative study of cancer 
rates in the United States and the 
Marshall Islands was based on records 
at the Nuclear Claims Tribunal of 470 
Pacific islanders who had died of can- 
cer. The tribunal is a U.S.-funded 
agency which compensates islanders 


with health problems associated with 
exposure to nuclear test fallout from 
the 67 US. tests at Bikini and 
Enewetak atolls in the 1940s and 
1950s. 

The study said that “increases in 
leukemia, breast cancer and thyroid 
cancer after radiation exposure have 
been well established, especially in 
childhood exposures.” 

The scientists, including Majuro's 
public health director Keimar Briand. 
analysed cancer rates in the United 
States compared with the Marshall 
Islands from 1985 to 1994. 

“Cancer incidence rates were higher 
in virtually every category in the 
Marshall Islands compared with the 
United States for the period,” their 
study said. 


Lung cancer in the Marshalls was 
neatly four rimes more prevalent cer- 
vical cancer rates were nearly six 
times higher and liver cancer inci- 
dence were 15 times higher in males 
and 40 times higher in females. 
Another risk factor in the Marshall 
Islands is its high rote of malnutrition 
and the associated deficiency of 
Vitamin A, according to the study. 

A 1994 study of Marshalls children 
aged from one to five showed that 62 
per cent had severe Vitamin A defi- 
ciency by World Health Organisation 
standards, the study said. 

Lack of the vitamin has been “high- 
ly associated” with lung, liver, cervical 
and bladder cancers. It said. 

“Westernisation of the Marshall 
Islands brought social problems asso- 


ciated with urbanisation and break- 
down of indigenous cultural values " » 
added. “There are high rates of alcohol 
tiyse, smoking and sexually transmit- 
ted diseases” 

But the tme extent of cancer in the 
Pacific island nation could be grossly 
higher than reported because of “an 

underdeveloped health record-keeping 
system, the scientists warned. 

‘The data presented here represents 
a very conservative estimation of the 
tree cancer incidence in the Marshall 
Islands, they said. “The finding of 
substantially higher cancer incidence 

wth the U. s ; m virtually all categories 
studied, in view of the aforementionS 
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Town hands 
down musical 
punishments 


FORT LITTON (API — 
Thev don't take requests at this 
after-hours club and there's def- 
initely no karaoke. The DI is a 
police officer, and he's ready to 
bounce anyone who dances or 
talks. Municipal Judge Paul 
Sacco requires people convict- 
ed of \ioIaring the city's noise 
ordinance to listen to music 
thev don't like. The offender 
are mostly young so there is a £ 
heaw dose’ of lounge music, 
including Wayne Newton and 
Dean Martin, plus some 
Navajo flute musk, bagpipes 
and John Denver songs. Dunng 
the most recent session, tie 
group of seven heard one of the 
judge's own jazz compositions. 
*Tm Sleeping in My Car.” The 
worst selection was the 
"Barney" theme song, said 
Ryan Bowles. 21. adding. “If 
you laugh they cite you for con- 
tempt." 




-/a? 


Man's car marriage 
attempt rejected 


KNOXVILLE (AP) — Many 
men have had love affairs with 


their can.. Busier Machefl^ 
wanted to make it official. Jibed 


bv his girlfriend a bereft 
Mitchell decided he wanted id 
many his true love — his 1996 
Mustang GT. ‘Tve been bro- 
ken-hearted and hung out to 
dry. so ! am going to foe court- 
house and try to many my car," 
Mitchell said before attempting 
to get a marriage licence. 
Mitchell. 28. didn't get voy fa- 
in the application before fee 
clerk dashed his dreams. It was 
sometime after he listed his 
fiance’s birthplace as "DetroiC' 
her father as "Henry Fond” and 
her blood type as “10-W-KT 
that his plans sputtered 


Spared veteran 
gets ID back 


MULHOUSE (R) — An 
astonished German w ar veteran 
was handed back Ws army 
identification booklet by fee 
enemy soldier who took it 
instead of sh*»ting him in fee 
final days of WWTL The docu- 
ment was returned to Albert 
PoUkotter. 79. of Neubeckum. 
by Eugene Meyer. 77, who 
spared ~ his life* in a tense 
encounter in the Netherlands in 
April 1945 after an older 
German soldier broke into 
tears, speaking of his children. 
"1 spared his life mainly 
because mv comrade Jem 
Graziani said: ‘Don’t be an ass . 
and bump them off. the wars' 
nearly over’." Meyer told 
reporters in the offices of tiie 
newspaper L' Alsace, which 
helped organise die reunion. 


Rio moves to 
eradicate pit bulls 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Pit 
kills could soon become a 
thing of the past in Rio. A pro- 
posed law would sterilise all 
male pit bulls, while females 
would be seized and 
euihanisecL The law is backed 
by Rio’s Commission for the 
Protection and Defence ofc 
Animals, an association of city® 
legislators and animal rights 
groups. Owners of male pit 
bulls who foil to have their dogs 
and sterilised within 
1 80 days would face fines of 
to 488 reals, or S244. The idea 
Spirted support after a string erf 
high-profile attacks by pit bulls, 
including a near-fatal attack oo 
a six-year-old bov. 


High-tech panda 
shatter unveiled 


hong KONG f AP) — Hong 
Kong is pulling out all the stops 
10 Pwide the best accomoda- 
tion ibr a pair of special guesA 
iron* mainland China; giant 
^das Jia Jia and An An. 

Temperature-controlled gar- 
d^is with sterilised soil and 
air, landscaped view- 
tog jxns. ultra-sound medical 
f^Jpnent, and Chinese bam- 
Boo flown in twice a week — 

5? for tinte over SI0 mflHon. 

.the two pandas, who will be 
Miving laier This month from 
province in western 
Lrana. nothing can be too spe- 
aal— or costly. “We are doing 
tt® roost we can to make the 
comfortable and 
official Timothy Njjt 
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